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Heathman, a post-hamlet of Sunflower county, on the Southern 
Ry., 4 miles west of Indianola, the county seat and nearest banking 
town. It has a money order postoffice. Population in 1900, 35. 

Hebron, a post-village in the north-central part of Lawrence 
county, on Silver Creek, No. 1, and a station on the Gulf & Ship 
Island R. R., about 15 miles northeast of Monticello, the county 
seat. A money order postoffice is maintained here, and it has a 
church, an academy, and a general store. Population in 1900, 100. 

Heckla, or Monroe Station, a post-hamlet of Perry county, on the 
Gulf & Ship Island R. R., 8 miles by rail northwest of Hattiesburg, 
the nearest banking town. Population in 1900, 66. 
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Heidelberg, an incorporated post-town in the southeastern part 
of Jasper county, and an important station on the New Orleans & 
North Eastern R. R., 10 miles south of Paulding, the county seat. 
It is a. shipping point of some importance, and has a money order 
postoffice, an express office, several stores, two large cotton gins, 
a bank, 3 churches and a good school. The Jasper County Bank 
was established in 1905. Population in 1900, 228; in 1906, 400 
(estimated). 

Hellespont, a hamlet in the northeastern part of Newton county. 
It has rural free delivery from Battlefield. 

Helm, a postoffice in the northeastern part of Washington 
county, on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., about 15 miles 
from Greenville, the county seat. 

Hemingway, a post-hamlet of Carroll county, about 12 miles 
southwest of Carrollton, the county seat. Population in 1900, 60. 

Henderson, a post : hamlet in the southern part of Wayne county, 
about 18 miles southwest of Waynesboro, the county seat. The 
station of Stevens, on the C. & O. R. R., is 5 miles to the east. 
Population in 1900, 30. 

Henderson, John. This gentleman, a native of Scotland, was the 
first auctioneer and general commission merchant established at 
Natchez. His name appears first upon a memorial sent to con- 
.gress early in 1798, previous to the establishment of the territorial 
government, asking for aid in the support of a regular ministry 
of the gospel and for schools for the education of the youth. He 
.was appointed, 1802, treasurer of Natchez and the county of 
Adams by Gov. Claiborne. Two of his sons were Presbyterian 
ministers. His petition is of interest as echoing the prayer of the 
pioneers of Ohio for support of churches and schools by the reser- 
vation of public lands, which found expression along with the 
judgment of congress that aid should be given to schools only, 
in the ordinance of 1787. Mr. Henderson came to America in 
1770, settled at Baton Rouge in 1775, and at Natchez in 1787. The 
American Almanac, noting his death May 9, 1842, at the age of 
86 years, alludes to him as the "oldest man in Natchez." 

Henderson, John, United States senator, was a native of the 
North, born in 1795, who came to Mississippi in early life, and 
practiced law at Pass Christian and Woodville. He represented 
the county of Wilkinson in the State senate in 1835-36, and was 
the author of resolutions asserting the invalidity of the legislature 
after the admission of representatives from new counties unrec- 
ognized in the apportionment. In politics he was a Whig, and 
an associate of John A. Quitman in the support of the doctrines 
of John C. Calhoun. He was elected to the United States senate 
in 1839, as a Whig, and served the term of six years, though the 
Mississippi house of representatives, in 1840, demanded his resig- 
nation for opposing the independent treasury bill. He was a warm 
supporter of the annexation of Texas and the conquest of Cuba 
and Mexico, and closely connected with Gen. Quitman in enter- 
prises of pith and moment. "In February, 1851, he was arrested, 
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together with General Quitman, and put on trial before the United 
States court at New Orleans, for violating the neutrality laws by 
complicity with the Lopez expedition against the Spanish in Cuba. 
He was acquitted, but died soon afterward." (Lynch.) Senator 
Henderson practiced law at New Orleans, and died at Pass Chris- 
tian in 1857. 

Hendersonville, an extinct town in Yalobusha county, which was 
situated about four miles south of the present city of Coffeeville, 
near a small creek flowing into the Yalobusha river. It is cele- 
brated as the place where the famous Col. T. C. McMackin, the 
hotel keeper, began his career. (For a more extended sketch of 
this old place se^ Yalobusha county; see also Coffeeville.) 

Henry, Patrick, was born in Madison county, Miss., Feb. 12, 
1843. He studied at Mississippi college, Madison college, and 
Nashville Military institute, and in the spring of 1861 left school 
to enter the Confederate army. He served through the war and 
was paroled at Greensboro, as major of the 14th Mississippi. Re- 
turning to his home he farmed till 1873, when he began to prac- 
tice law at Brandon. He was a member of the State legislature in 
1878 and 1890, and in 1896 was elected to the 55th congress, serv- 
ing till 1901. In 1903 he was elected to the State senate, and is 
now serving in that body. (See sketch in Official Register, 1904.) 

Henryville, a hamlet in the southwestern part of Clay county, 
3 miles from the station of Cedar Bluff, on the Southern Ry., and 
about 16 miles due west of Westpoint, the county seat and nearest 
banking town. Population in 1900, 51. 

Herbert, a post-hamlet in the west-centVal part of Kemper 
county, 15 miles from Dekalb, the county seat. Population in 
1900, 70. 

Hermanville, a station on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R. 
in Claiborne county, about 10 miles directly east of Port Gibson, 
the county seat. It is an incorporated post-town, and had a pop- 
ulation of 287 in 1900. The population in 1906 was estimated at 
400. There are four churches for white people and three for col- 
ored people. It has about twenty business houses and is a flourish- 
ing town. The Bank of Hermanville was established in 1906. It 
has a fine cotton gin, with a compress attachment ; also a splendid 
graded school, a Masonic lodge and a lodge of Woodmen of the 
World. About 7,000 bales of cotton are shipped from here an- 
nually. The town was named for Dr. M. B. Herman, a prominent 
physician of Memphis. 

Hernando. — Situated in the northwestern part of the State, 22 
miles from Memphis, and on the line of the Illinois Central R. R., 
is the little city of Hernando. It contains a population of about 
700 souls, and lies in the midst of a good agricultural region. The 
principal crop in the vicinity is cotton and corn, though some at- 
tention is given to growing fruits and vegetables. Maj. T. C. 
Dockery has been especially successful in grape growing and wine 
making. The location of the town is desirable on account of the 
large local market at Memphis. 
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It was made the county seat at the time of the establishment of 
De Soto county in 1836, and given its name in honor of the great 
Spanish explorer. The first courts were held in a small log house, 
where litigants were often forced to remain outside during the 
trial of their causes. The first hotel of the town was kept by 
Reuben Branch, a pioneer settler from North Carolina. One of 
the distinguished early settlers of the town was Felix Labauve, 
who came to the county while still a young man and embarked 
in the mercantile business. William White, father of Col. Thomas 
W. White, Simeon Oliver, a native of Georgia and afterwards 
State Senator, Dr. Henry Dockery, W. H. Johnson, an early mer- 
chant, Col. Buckner and J. P. Campbell, lawyers, were among the 
prominent early settlers in and near the town. 

The Hernando Academy, incorporated in May, 1837, enjoys the 
distinction of being the first institution of learning chartered within 
the Chickasaw cession of 1832. 

Hernando now has about forty business houses ; eight churches, five 
white and three negro ; telegraph and telephone service ; two cotton 
gins; two schools, a public school and a kindergarten school, and 
two livery stables. The Hernando Bank was established here in 
1890 and now has a capital of $25,000. The town supports a weekly 
Democratic newspaper — the Times-Promoter, edited by W. N. and 
G. L. Darden. It ships annually about 5,000 bales of cotton. It 
was formerly the home of Gen. N. B. Forrest, who resided here 
prior to his removal to Memphis. 

Hero, a post-hamlet in the north-central part of Jasper county, 
14 miles north of Paulding, the county seat. Population in 1900, 24. 

Hervey, a postoffice of Claiborne county. 

Hesterville, a post-hamlet of Attala county, 10 miles north of 
Kosciusko, the county seat and nearest railroad and banking town. 
Population in 1900, 28. 

Hickory, a station on the Alabama & Vicksburg R. R. in Newton 
county, 71 miles east of Jackson and 28 miles west of Meridian. 
It is an incorporated post-town, with express and telegraph facil- 
ities. It has lumber mills, a good school, several churches and sev- 
eral good stores. "The Reporter-Index," a Democratic weekly 
established in 1888, is published here. The Bank of Hickory is a 
prosperous institution, capitalized at $30,000. The town was set- 
tled in 1860. Some of its first settlers were, A. E. Gray, Heidle and 
Edwards, James Bell, W. N. Raines, Lem Nelson, Harper Bros., 
Osborne and Grissette, and I. I. Barber. Its population in 1900 
was 626. 

Hickory Flat, an incorporated post-town in the southern part of 
Benton county, on the Kansas City, Memphis & Birmingham R. R., 
22 miles southeast of Holly Springs, the nearest banking town. It 
was so named because of the presence of a grove of hickory trees 
in the vicinity. It has two churches. Population in 1900, 204. 

Hickory Grove, a post-hamlet of Oktibbeha county, 8 miles east 
of Starkville, the county seat and nearest banking town. Popu- 
lation in 1900, 100. 
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Hicks, a postoffice of Jefferson county, 5 miles southeast of Fay- 
ette, the county seat and nearest railroad and banking town. 

Higdon, a postoffice of Marshall county, about 4 miles east of 
Holly Springs, the county seat. 

High, a post-hamlet in Oktibbeha county, 14 miles northwest of 
Starkville, the county seat. 

High Court of Errors and Appeals. Under the constitution of 
1832 this body took the place of the supreme court of 1817-32. 
The name was doubtless intended to emphasize the desire that 
found expression in the constitution, that this court should "have 
no jurisdiction, but such as properly belongs to a court of errors 
and appeals." The former supreme court was made up of the cir- 
cuit judges. Since 1833, the high or supreme court of Mississippi, 
has been a separate tribunal in personnel as well as function. The 
high court was composed of three members, one to be elected by 
the people of each of three districts into which the State was divided 
for that purpose. The sessions were to be twice a year where the 
legislature should direct, until 1836, and after that at the seat of 
government. The first judges elected were to serve for two, four 
and six years, according to the number of votes they received; 
afterward the term was six years. 

William L. Sharkey, Cotesworth P. Smith and Daniel W. 
Wright were elected in May, 1833. Judge Sharkey's term expired 
in two years, Smith's in four, and Wright held the full term of 
six years. Sharkey was, reelected in 1835, 1841 and 1847. He 
was chosen chief justice by his colleagues, in 1833, and continued 
to be accorded that honor until the end of his service. Sharkey 
resigned Oct. 1, 1851, and Colin S. Tarpey accepted appointment 
as chief justice, by Acting-Gov. Whitfield, but did not serve, and 
resigned, the right of appointment being questionable. Judge 
Sharkey's district elected William Yerger, in the latter part of 
1851. Alexander H. Handy was elected in 1853, served through 
the Confederate States period, and was chief justice 1864-65. " / 

Justice Smith was succeeded by P. Rutilius R. Pray, elected in 
November, 1837. He died in January, 1840, and ex-Justice Smith 
was appointed by the governor to fill the place until the special 
election called in February, 1840, when Edward Turner was elec- 
ted. He filled out the term of Justice Pray, and was not a candi- 
date for reelection in 1843, when Joseph S. B. Thacher was elected. 
The latter was defeated for reelection in 1849 by Cotesworth P. 
Smith, who was made chief justice in November, 1851, an honor 
he retained until his death in 1863. His successor on the bench 
was David W. Hurst, 1863-65. 

Justice Wright resigned in 1838, and James F. Trotter was ap- 
pointed in December, 1838. He was elected in November, 1839, 
but resigned in 1842 ; the governor appointed Reuben Davis in 
April, who served until a special August election, when Alexander 
M. Clayton was the popular choice. Clayton was reelected in 
1845 and served the full term, until the November election, 1851. 
He was succeeded by Ephraim S. Fisher, elected in 1851 and 1857, 
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who resigned in 1858. His successor was William L. Harris. An 
act of 1850 authorized the holding of an annual session of the 
High Court at Oxford; but the governor stated in 1852, that no 
such court had been held on account of non-attendance of the bar, 
and he recommended the repeal of the law. 

The constitution of 1861 made no change in the High Court. 
"The functions of the supreme [High] court were virtually sus- 
pended during the war, although its organization was maintained, 
and a few cases of special importance were heard and determined. 
At the April term, 1861, only three cases were decided; at the 
October term, 12. In 1862 there were no meetings of the court. 
At the April term, 1863, two cases were heard; at the October 
term, 1864, two cases, and in 1865 none. It does not appear that 
the Confederate States district court was ever in session." (Gar- 
ner's Reconstruction.) 

The terms of all officers ceased, upon the fall of the Confederate 
power, in May, 1865. 

Under the presidential reconstruction and constitution of 1865, 
which was a restoration of the constitution of 1832, with required 
amendments, there was an election of judges of the High court 
October 2, 1865, and Alexander H. Handy and William L. Harris 
were reelected, and Henry T. Ellett was chosen to succeed Hurst. 
It was noted among the features of this political crisis, that the 
judges were all "original secessionists." (Testimony of Judge 
Sharkey.) 

The first term (a special one) was in January, 1866, when Judge 
Handy was made chief justice. The legislature of 1866-67 passed 
an act creating four high court districts, court to be held once a 
year at Oxford, Jackson, Macon and Mississippi City. But the high 
court held this to be unconstitutional, and continued to hold two 
sessions a year at Jackson only. Under the congressional policy 
General Ord became military commandant in 1867, and his admin- 
istration led to the resignation of Chief Justice Handy, October 
1, who said in his letter to the governor, "The conduct of the com- 
manding general is such an invasion of the legitimate powers of 
the judiciary as to place it in a condition of military duress in 
which I cannot seem to acquiesce by acting under it." The other 
members of the court followed his example. The governor ap- 
pointed Thomas G. Shackleford, Ephraim G. Peyton and E. Jef- 
fords. Shackleford was chosen chief justice. In 1869 Judge Jef- 
fords was succeeded by George F. Brown. This court decided in 
October, 1869, the important cases of Thomas vs. Taylor, denying 
the validity of the "cotton money" (q. v.) issued by the State 
government during the secession period. 

The high court was succeeded, under the constitution of 1869, 
by the supreme court (q. v.) organized in the spring of 1870. 

High Hill, a postoffice in the southeastern part of Leake county, 
about 13 miles southeast of Carthage, the county seat. Popula- 
tion in 1900, 27. 
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Highland, a postoffice of Tishomingo county, 12 miles due south 
of Iuka, the county seat, and about 30 miles south, southeast of 
Corinth. It has two stores, two large saw mills and a cotton gin. 

Highlandale, a post-hamlet of Leflore county, and a station on 
the Southern Ry., about 15 miles northwest of Greenwood, the 
county seat. A money order postoffice is maintained here. 

Hightown, a hamlet in the western part of Alcorn county, about 
12 miles southwest of Corinth, the county seat, and the nearest 
railroad and banking town. Population in 1900, 75. 

Hilgard, Eugene Woldemar, was born in Bavaria, 1833; was 
reared from the age of three years in America; completed his col- 
legiate studies in Germany, receiving the degree of Ph. D., at Hei- 
delberg in 1853. He was State geologist of Mississippi from 1855 
to 1873, during the same time filling the chairs of geology and 
chemistry, successively, in the State university. During the war 
Mr. Hilgard was busied in the search for salt for the people and 
saltpetre for the army, under the direction of the Confederate 
Nitre bureau. He also assisted in the construction and manage- 
ment of the nitre beds established at Jackson, until they were de- 
stroyed by the Union army. After the retreat from Abbeville, he 
remained at Oxford, and with the cooperation of the Federal pro- 
vost-marshal and post surgeon, saved the geological collections 
from injury, though the buildings were needed for hospital use. 
In February, 1863, he was detailed to establish Drummond lights 
on the Vicksburg bluffs, but was prevented by circumstances from 
succeeding in this. His important Report of Geology and Agricul- 
ture in Mississippi, 1860, printed at Jackson by Barksdale, was sent 
to St. Louis for binding, and remained there during the war. It 
is the great authority on Mississippi geology, (q. v.) After 1873 
Professor Hilgard was with the University of Michigan two years, 
and subsequently a member of the faculty of the University of 
California. In 1880 he edited the report on Cotton Production for 
the 10th census, to which he contributed that part relating to Mis- 
sissippi. In 1894 he received the Leibig medal for agricultural re- 
search from the Academy of Sciences of Munich. The degree of 
LL. D. was given him by Columbia university and the universities 
of Mississippi and Michigan. 

Hill, Robert Andrews, was born in Iredell county, N. C, March 
25, 1811, of Scotch-Irish ancestry. He was reared after five years 
of age in Williamson county, Tenn., and his youth was passed in 
work on the farm, with enough schooling to enable him to teach 
a country school. In 1833 he married Mary Andrews. Being 
elected justice of the peace, he performed the duties of that office 
nine years, also practicing law. He engaged in the practice at 
Waynesboro, Tenn., in 1844, and was elected prosecuting attorney 
in 1849 and 1853. In 1855 he moved to Jacinto, Miss., where he 
practiced law and served as probate judge from 1858 and during 
the war. He was opposed to secession, took no part in military 
affairs, and devoted himself to the relief of the distressed. He was 
elected by the practically unanimous vote of his county to the 
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constitutional convention called by Gov. Clark in 1865, and to the 
one called by Gov. Sharkey, in which he took part. He was ap- 
pointed chancellor of his district by Gov. Sharkey, and was com- 
missioned Federal judge for the District Court of Mississippi, by 
President Johnson, May 1, 1866. Justice Wayne, of Georgia, was 
assigned to the Fifth judicial circuit, of which Mississippi is a part, 
and Chief Justice Chase was also at one time temporarily assigned, 
but neither ever visited the State, and Judge Hill was practically 
without assistance until Judge Woods made occasional visits after 
1869. Judge Hill was district judge for the State with the powers 
of a circuit judge for the northern district, until May 1, 1889, when 
a circuit court was established. When the civil rights act was 
passed by Congress in 1866, he visited the judiciary committee of 
the legislature, stated his opinion that the law was constitutional, 
and asked that all conflicting laws be repealed, which was done, 
with the result that but one indictment was ever returned under 
the law, and then the defendant was acquitted. Under the Re- 
construction act of 1867, Judge Hill's court was the only court 
authorized to issue the writ of habeas corpus and interfere with 
the military government. He held that the law was not intended 
to deprive the citizen of his constitutional rights regarding speedy 
and open trial, and frequently exercised the power of the writ 
when it was demanded. Judge Hill also had great powers under 
the Civil Rights bill of 1870, intended to suppress the Ku Klux 
Klan, but managed to secure the enforcement of the law without 
the infliction of penalties. He continued on the bench until Au- 
gust 1, 1891, rendering services of the greatest importance to the 
State. He was many years a trustee of the State university; in 
1865 secured the suspension by congress of the proposed direct 
tax of nearly half a million dollars on the lands of the State; was 
the author of the method of selecting judicial officers of the State 
as embodied in the constitution of 1869 and followed in the con- 
stitution of 1890; was president of the State Bar association in 
1890; aided in the organization of the intermediate court of ap- 
peals in 1891. In his valedictory he said "If I have an enemy in 
the State I am glad that I do not know it." J. F. H. Claiborne 
wrote of him, "His impartial and enlightened course on the bench 
has secured for him universal confidence and respect." Judge Hill 
died at a ripe old age at Oxford, Miss. 

Hill, Wilson Shedric, of Winona, elected to Congress in 
1902 from the Fourth district of Mississippi, was born in Choc- 
taw county, Miss., on January 19, 1863. He received a pre- 
liminary education in the common schools of his native county 
and then matriculated at the University of Mississippi. A legal 
training was secured at Cumberland university of Lebanon, Tenn., 
and the practice of law was started by Mr. Hill in Winona in 1884, 
where he has since resided. Politically he is a Democrat and his 
first election to office as a candidate of that party was in 1887, when 
he was sent to the lower house of the state legislature from Mont- 
gomery county, serving one term. In 1891 he was elected district 
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attorney for the Fifth Judicial district and was re-elected without 
opposition in 1895 and 1899. In 1902 he received the Democratic 
nomination for Congress and on November 3 of that year was 
elected without opposition. In religious matters Mr. Hill is a prom- 
inent member of the Winona congregation of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church and fraternally is identified witji the Free and Accepted 
Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Woodmen of 
the World and the Knights of Honor. For a number of years Mr. 
Hill has been a faithful and efficient public servant. 

Hillhouse, a post-hamlet of Coahoma county, on the Riverside 
Division of the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 15 miles south- 
west of Clarksdale, the county seat, and the nearest banking town. 
Population in 1900, 36 ; population in 1906 is estimated at 50. 

Hillman College. The historic little town of Clinton has always 
been famous as a center of learning and is especially associated 
with its two famous institutions of learning, Mississippi College, 
and Central Female Institute. The name of the latter institution 
was changed in 1891 to that of Hillman College "in honor of those 
who have done so much for it, Dr. Walter Hillman and Mrs. Ade- 
lia M. Hillman, his wife." Founded in 1853 by the Central Baptist 
Association, this pioneer female college in Mississippi has main- 
tained an uninterrupted career, and is today in a most flourishing 
condition. It remained for 16 years under the direct control of the 
Central Baptist Association, and its two first principals were Wil- 
liam Duncan, 1853-54 and Rev. Peter Crawford, 1854-56. In 1856, 
the man who has contributed most largely to the upbuilding and 
success of the institution, Dr. Walter Hillman, a graduate of 
Brown University, was called to the presidency. During the 38 
years that Dr. Hillman was associated with the college, its useful- 
ness and scope were much enlarged. Throughout all these years 
Mrs. Adelia M. Hillman was the able and zealous helpmate of her 
husband in his chosen work. 

A curious sidelight is thrown on the early life of the institution, 
revealing the change in discipline since the middle of the last cen- 
tury, by the following rules and regulations, taken from the Cata- 
logue of 1854: 

"The Boarders are allowed to spend no more than fifty cents per 
month for pocket money." 

"Any young lady Dipping Snuff or bringing Snuff into the In- 
stitute, is liable to instant expulsion." 

"To promote habits of economy and simplicity, a Uniform Dress 
is prescribed. For winter it is a Dark Green Worsted. Of this 
fabric each young lady should have three Dresses, with three sacks 
of the Same — one of the Sacks to be large and wadded. For Sum- 
mer, each Pupil should have two Pink Calico, two Pink Gingham 
or Muslin, and two Common White Dresses with one plain Swiss 
Muslin. Bonnets — One of Straw; in winter, trimmed with Dark 
Green Lustring ribbon, plain and Solid Color; in summer, trimmed 
with Pink Lustring plain Solid Color only with Cape and Strings 
— may be lined with Pink only — no flowers or tabs." 
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The following sketch of the work of Dr. and Mrs. Hillman is 
from the pen of Dr. Charles Hillman Brough, their nephew: 
"During the first year of their administration (1856-57) there were 
109 students, 73 of whom were boarders and 7 seniors, the first 
graduating class in its history. So great was the increase in pa- 
tronage that an effort was made by the agents of the association, 
Revs. C. S. McLeod, H. Nabring, and J. S. Antley, to raise a 
'Building Fund* for a new Institute building. About $18,000 was 
subscribed for this purpose before the outbreak of the war in notes 
due 'when the roof was put on.' The entire foundation had been 
laid and the walls of the first story nearly completed when the 
war put a stop to all further efforts in this direction. So the notes 
by their terms never became due. Yet, in spite of the presence of 
contending armies, epidemics and pecuniary embarrassment the 
Institute kept open doors during the war, enrolled an average of 
more than one hundred pupils each session and boasted of gradu- 
ating classes ranging from nine in 1860 to two in 1865. It is said 
to be the only educational institution in the South whose exercises 
were not interrupted for a single day by the war between the 
States, a striking tribute to the prudence and diplomacy of Dr. 
and Mrs. Hillman. But the ravages of the four years' war prac- 
tically ruined the Institute financially. Want of funds suspended 
operations on the new building; money subscribed could not be 
collected; debts accrued; and the Association was compelled to 
borrow mon/ey of Dr. Hillman to liquidate these debts. Dr. Hill- 
man was secured by a deed of sale to him of the Institute property 
and although he voluntarily proposed to give the Association three 
years to redeem the property, the Board of Trustees reported to the 
Association, on October 7, 1869, that all efforts to redeem the prop- 
erty having proved futile the titles are now vested entirely in him. 
While the Institute thus became the absolute property of Dr. Hill- 
man and the pecuniary responsibility of the Central Association 
ceased, the relation of cooperation and influence between the As- 
sociation and the Institute continued and the name 'Central In- 
stitute* still attached. . . . The Lesbian Society, organized by 
the young ladies in 1857, from an insignificant nucleus accumu- 
lated a library of nearly three thousand volumes. The Alumnae 
Association, organized on Commencement Day, 1875, enrolled a 
membership of 250 during the administration of Dr. Hillman as 
president. The Institute possessed a museum containing at one 
time the largest and best selected collection of specimens in geol- 
ogy, mineralogy and natural history in Mississippi. 'Adelia Hall,' 
named in honor of Mrs. Hillman, completed at a cost approxi- 
mating $13,000 and dedicated in 1891, was filled with boarding 
pupils the very first year of its opening without canvassing." 

After the change of name in 1891, the institution enjoyed the 
services of Dr. Hillman for three years longer. Upon his death, 
which took place April 9, 1894, the work of the college was contin- 
ued by his wife for a period of two years, when Dr. Franklin L. 
Riley assumed the active management for a short period of time. 
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In the year 1879, Mrs. Hillman sold all her property rights to Rev. 
George Wharton, Dr. Riley having resigned the presidency to ac- 
cept the chair of History in the University of Mississippi. The 
work of President Wharton was highly successful and resulted in 
a large increase of attendance, many new scholars being attracted 
by an exceptionally good music course under the charge of Miss 
Joy Bond. The present head of the institution, Dr. John L. John- 
son, who also owns the property rights, assumed control Jan. 28, 
1901. He is a graduate of the University of Virginia, and occu- 
pied the chair of English at the University of Mississippi for 15 
years. He ranks high among the scholars of the South, and the 
college, under his wise and scholarly administration, continues to 
grow in prestige and usefulness. Pupils are attracted, not only 
from Mississippi, but also from Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, and a 
few from some of the other States. A total of more than 5,000 
young women have received their collegiate training here since the 
founding of the college. More than 300 have taken the full course 
and received its degree. 

Hillsboro, a post-hamlet of Scott county, 8 miles north of Forest, 
the county seat, and the nearest railroad and banking town. It has 
two churches, and four stores. Population in 1900, 112. 

Hillsdale, a post-hamlet of Pearl River county, on the New 
Orleans & North Eastern R. R., 7 miles northeast of Poplarville, 
the county seat, and 6 miles from Lumberton. It has a money 
order postoffice. Population in 1900, 30; the population in 1906 
was estimated at 200. Two turpentine stills are located here. 

Hillside, a hamlet in the southern part of Tishomingo county. 
The postoffice here was discontinued in 1905, and mail now goes 
to Hunt. 

Hilton, a post-hamlet of Yazoo county, 6 miles east of Yazoo 
City. Population in 1900, 27 ; population in 1906 is about 40. 

HinchclifF, a postoffice of Quitman county, 5 miles east of Belen, 
the county seat, and a station on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley 



Hindman, Thomas C, was born in Tennessee in 1818, and after 
preparing himself for the practice of law, moved to Mississippi, 
where he followed his profession for a number of years. In 1847- 
8, in the war with Mexico, he was second lieutenant of Co. E, 
Second Mississippi regiment. After his return to the State he 
continued in the practice until his removal to Arkansas, where he 
was elected to congress in 1857, and served until 1861, when he 
became colonel of the 2d Arkansas regiment in the Confederate 
service, and was promoted to brigadier-general in September. He 
commanded a brigade in Kentucky, at Corinth, Miss., and in the 
battle of Shiloh, where he was wounded. His promotion to major- 
general soon followed, and he was transferred in May, 1862, to 
Little Rock, in command of the trans-Mississippi district. He was 
a man of extraordinary administrative ability. He rapidly organized 
an army in that country, and was practically dictator of the coun- 
try. Jealousies were aroused, that led to his being succeeded in 
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department command by T. H. Holmes. He fought the battle 
of Prairie Grove, near the close of 1862 ; in 1863 he was assigned to 
a division of the Army of Tennessee, which he commanded at 
Shiloh, and throughout the Atlanta campaign, and was then on 
duty in north Mississippi. He was assassinated at Helena, Ark., 
in 1868. 

Hinds County, located in the west central part of the State, has 
been aptly termed the "mother of counties/' and embraces a region 
which is rich in historic interest. It has a land surface of 847 
square miles. On February 12, 1821, the Legislature of the State 
of Mississippi passed an act declaring that "all that tract of land 
ceded to the United States by the Choctaw Nation of Indians on 
the 18th day of October, 1820, and bounded as follows, that is to 
say : 'Beginning on the Choctaw boundary, east of Pearl river, at 
a point due south of the White Oak Spring on the old Indian 
path ; thence in a direct line to a black oak standing on the Natchez 
road, about forty poles eastward from Doak's Fence, marked A. J., 
at\d blazed with two large pines, and a black oak standing near 
thereto, and marked as pointers; thence a straight line to the head 
of Black Creek, or Bogue Loosa, to a small lake; thence a direct 
course so as to strike the Mississippi one mile below the Arkansas 
river; thence down the Mississippi to the mouth of the Yazoo 
river; thence along the line heretofore known by the name of the 
Indian Boundary line, to the beginning, (see Treaty of Doak's 
Stand elsewhere described), shall be and is hereby directed and 
established into a new county, which shall be called and known by 
the name of Hinds County." This fertile region of "wide prairies, 
fertile valleys, and wooded hills" became rapidly settled and it was 
soon thought wise to take from it some of its territory. January 
21, 1823, the Legislature created Yazoo county out of Hinds, and 
• by the same act the county of Copiah. A little later, February 

4, 1828, from all that portion of Hinds county lying east of the 
Pearl river, the county of Rankin was erected. And on February 

5, 1829, Hinds county surrendered "the fractional township seven, 
in ranges two and three — to be attached to Madison county." Out 
of these several counties many other counties have been created, 
so that Hinds is indeed the "mother of counties." It was named in 
honor of General Thomas Hinds, who, with General Jackson, were 
the United States Commissioners appointed to treat with the Choc- 
taws and obtain the above cession. The county, as it exists to-day, 
is somewhat irregular in shape and is bounded on the north by 
Yazoo and Madison counties, on the east by Rankin county, on 
the south by Copiah county, and on the west by Claiborne and 
Warren counties. It stands to-day the most populous and perhaps 
the richest and most prosperous county in the State. The capital 
of the State was located at Jackson within its borders, Nov. 28, 
1821, and here are centered many of the State's largest public in- 
stitutions. Hinds county is covered with a network of railroads, 
which give an outlet in every direction to the products of its farms 
and factories. Many prosperous towns and cities dot its surface; 
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the Pearl river forms its eastern boundary, the Big Black river part 
of its western boundary, and numerous tributaries of these streams, 
yield it ample water power. Among the earliest settlements in the 
county were those at Hamburg, Amsterdam, Antibank and Auburn; 
P. O., all of which are now extinct. Hamburg was laid out in 
1826, on the Big Black river, two miles north of the present A. &, 
V. R. R. crossing. The site was too marshy and the place had a 
brief career of only two years. Amsterdam was laid out on the 
bluffs two miles above Hamburg and became a good sized village, 
visited every year during high water by steam and keel boats. It 
was even made a port of entry, by act of Congress. In 1832 or. 
1833, one-half its people were carried off by the cholera, and the 
A. & V. R. R. missed it by two miles a few years later; the place, 
never recovered from these blows. Antibank was first settled in. 
1836 by T. L. Sumrall. The farmers around received their supplies 
at this old landing on the Big Black river. With the coming of 
the railroad, it ceased to be a shipping point and is now part of a 
cotton farm. The county seat was at Clinton for a short time, but 
on February 4, 1828, the Legislature ordered the election of five, 
commissioners to locate a site for a court house, and they were, 
directed to put it in Clinton or within two miles of the center of 
the county. This center was found within two miles of Raymond 
and was marked by a large stone ; next year, by act of the Legisla- 
ture, Raymond was made the county seat. Here the old records 
of the county are kept, though courts are also held at the capital, 
Jackson, the county being divided into two court districts. The* 
principal towns in the county are Jackson, Clinton, Utica, Bolton^. 
Edwards, Terry, Learned, Oakley and Byram. Jackson had a pop- 
ulation of 7,816 in 1900, and has become the most important railroad' 
center in the State. It is the junction of the Yazoo & Mississippi 
Valley R. R., the Alabama & Vicksburg, the Illinois Central an<J 
its Yazoo branch running to Yazoo City, and the Gulf & Ship 
Island R. R's. In proportion to capital, it has the largest man-i 
ufacturing output in the State and it is second in number of estab- 
lishments. It now has the best equipped fertilizer factory in the 
State. Here also is located the new million dollar State House, 
honestly built and famous throughout the country for its architec- 
tural beauty and perfection of detail. Here also are located the 
State Insane Hospital, one mile north of the city, and the Institu- 
tions for the Blind, and the Deaf and Dumb. It is the seat of two 
well known institutions of learning, Millsaps College and Belhaven 
College. (See title "J ac kson" for more detailed sketch.) At Clin- 
ton, a few miles west of Jackson, on the line of the Alabama & 
Vicksburg R. R., are located Mississippi College and Hillman Col- 
lege, the latter an institution for the education of young women 
and formerly known as the Central Female Institute. Seven miles 
north of Jackson is located Tougaloo University, devoted to* the 
education of the negroes of the State of both sexes. One mile north- 
west of Clinton formerly stood the beautiful home of Cowles Mead, 
who was prominent in the early history of the State and a brilliant 
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member of the Constitutional Convention of 1817 from Jefferson 
county. It was called "Greenwood," but was war swept and de- 
stroyed by the soldiers of Grant. Just beyond the western boundary 
of the town is "Mt. Salus," the home of Mississippi's third gover- 
nor, Walter Leake. The old home was until very recently occupied 
by Carter J. Johnstone, Gov. Leake's great-grandson. 

The general surface of Hinds county is undulating; the soil is 
a rich yellow loam, which produces excellent crops of corn, cot- 
ton, oats, grasses, Irish and sweet potatoes, sugar cane, and sor- 
ghum. Vegetables grow in abundance and peaches, pears, figs, 
plums, strawberries, etc., do very well, and large shipments are 
made to markets without the State. The timber in the county 
consists of pine, red, white and black oaks, hickory, elm, beech 
and cypress. 

The twelfth United States census for the year 1900 yields the 
following statistics for Hinds county and will be found of interest 
as showing the strides the county has made in wealth and popu- 
lation. The number of farms in the county was 6,607, with an acreage 
of 394,046, of which 251,369 were improved. The value of the land 
exclusive of the buildings was $3,000,080, and the value of the build- 
ings was $1,069,500; the value of the live stock was $1,258,124, and 
the total value of farm products not fed to stock was $2,743,643. The 
number of manufacturing establishments was 186, capitalized at 
$1,192,758, paying wages to the amount of $310,215, using materials 
valued at $1,172,199, and turning out products valued at $1,960,562. 
The total assessed valuation of real and personal property in the 
county in 1905 was $10,519,904, and in 1906 it was $13,440,244.77, 
which shows an increase of $2,920,340.77 during the year. The 
population of the county in 1900 consisted of 13,037 whites, 
39,540 colored, a total of 52,577 and an increase of 13,298 over the 
year 1890. 

Hinds, Thomas, was born in 1775, came to Mississippi and made 
his home at Greenville, Jefferson county. In 1806 he was married 
to Malinda, daughter of Thomas M. Green. He was appointed 
justice and assessor in Jefferson county in 1805. In October, 1805, 
was commissioned first lieutenant of the Jefferson troop of dra- 
goons, under Capt. John A. Davidson, whom he succeeded in 1808, 
John Dougherty becoming first lieutenant. He continued as cap- 
tain of this famous company of horse until promoted to higher 
honors in the midst of war. In 1806-08 he was a member of the 
territorial council; in 1811 he was appointed chief justice of the 
orphans' court of his county. In September, 1813, he was ap- 
pointed major commanding the Mississippi Dragoons, (q. v.) a 
militia battalion for the Creek war. He was distinguished during 
the Pensacola and New Orleans campaigns in 1814, and was in 
command of the cavalry of Jackson's army at the battle of Jan. 
8, 1815, his force being held in reserve to cover the retreat, if the 
British assault could not be repelled. In referring to the conduct 
of Hinds and his troopers, in this campaign, Jackson said, "They 
were the pride of one army and the admiration of the other." 
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When Gen. F. L. Claiborne died, toward the close of the year 
1815, Col. Hinds was appointed by the president brigadier-general 
of the Territorial militia. 

The general assembly adopted a joint resolution, Dec. 18, 1815 : 
"That the patriotism, bravery and promptitude displayed by Briga- 
dier-General Thomas Hinds whilst acting as Colonel of Cavalry, 
in the defense of New Orleans, entitle him to our warmest ac- 
knowledgments and gratitude; and that a suitable Sword be pro- 
vided at the expense of the Territory and presented under the 
direction of his Excellency the Governor to the said Brigadier- 
General as a testimonial of the high sense which the people of this 
Territory entertain of his services and of his brave Companions in 
arms/' In transmitting the vote of thanks of the Louisiana legis- 
lature Gov. Claiborne wrote that it "brings to my recollection 
the satisfaction I experienced more than twelve years ago on sign- 
ing the commission which ushered your military talents into light." 

Under the first militia law of the State, in 1818, he was con- 
tinued in the highest militia office, that of major-general, which 
he resigned in December, 1819. In 1820 he was joint commis- 
sioner, with Andrew Jackson, to make the treaty with the Choc- 
taws by which a large area of land was gained, after two previous 
failures. When notified of his appointment Jackson wrote : "There 
is no man I would rather be associated with than General Hinds, 
nor none in whom I have more confidence." The acquired ter- 
ritory was named Hinds county in his honor. 

In 1819 he was a candidate for governor, with Daniel Burnet 
for lieutenant-governor, but his opponent, George Poindexter, 
was elected. He was a member of the legislature in 1823, was 
elected to congress to succeed William Haile, and reelected, serv- 
ing from December 8, 1828, to March 3, 1831. When Poindexter 
proposed to defeat the confirmation of President Jackson's nom- 
ination of William M. Gwin as United States marshal for Missis- 
sippi in 1833, the president sent in the name of Hinds for the place. 
Poindexter withdrew his opposition to Gwin, and the name of 
Hinds was withdrawn. Afterward, Gen. Hinds was proposed as 
candidate for United States senator in 1835, against Poindexter, 
but was induced to decline in favor of Robert J. Walker. 

Gen. Hinds died at Greenville, Jefferson county, August 23, 1840. 
During his life he was the pre-eminent military hero of Mississippi. 
J. F. H. Claiborne described him as "a small, square-built, swarthy- 
complexioned, black-eyed man, moving rapidly, speaking impera- 
tively, beloved by his troops, and one of the most intrepid men 
that ever lived." 

Hinson, a postoffice of Pike county, about 15 miles east of Mag- 
nolia, the county seat. 

Hintonville, a postoffice in the eastern part of Perry county, 
located on Thompson's creek, one mile east of the line of the 
Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City R. R., and 8 miles east of New 
Augusta, the county seat. 
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Hinze, a postoffice in the western part of Winston county, about 

14 miles southwest of Louisville, the county seat. 

Hiram, a hamlet in the eastern part of Wilkinson county, about 

15 miles northeast of Woodville, the county seat, and 6 miles north- 
west of Gloster, the nearest railroad and banking town. It has 
rural free delivery from Gloster. 

Hissop, a postoffice of Smith county, 10 miles southeast of 
Raleigh, the county seat. 

Historical Society. The first State historical society was formed 
in 1858, under the direction of B. W. Sanders, State librarian, 
aided by J. B. Cobb, of Columbus, author of "Mississippi Scenes," 
and Col. J. F. H. Claiborne. The first meeting was in the repre- 
sentative's chamber of the capitol, Nov. 9, 1858, and was presided 
over by B. L. C. Wailes, with Victor W. Thompson, of Oxford, 
as secretary. A constitution was adopted, signed originally by 
13 members; Wailes was made permanent president,. and Livings- 
ton Mims, in later years mayor of Atlanta, secretary. Other mem- 
bers were William Cary Crane, an eminent preacher; William S. 
Barry, Isaac N. Davis, John J. Pettus, D. W. Hurst, Wirt Adams, 
Cotesworth P. Smith, Ethelbert Barksdale, Thomas J. Catchings, 
George S. Yerger and H. T. Ellett. There was a meeting at the 
same place in 1859, addressed by W. C. Crane. At the time of the 
meeting of 1860, the making of history caused the dissolution of 
the society. Such collections of manuscript as the society madfe 
were used by Col. Claiborne in his History of Mississippi. San- 
ders, Crane and Claiborne, were the great names of this old society, 
says Z. T. Leavell, in his sketch, Miss. Soc. Publ., VIII, 227. 

In the midst of the war of 1861-65 some historical work was 
done under State authority, in the collection of army rolls by Col. 
J. L. Power. In February, 1866, Gov. Humphreys suggested to 
Power the organization of a State Historical society and local af- 
filiated societies, for the purpose of collecting material of the part 
taken by Mississippi in the Confederate States. In the acute stagfe 
of reconstruction this was investigated by the congressional com- 
mittee, and Gen. Grierson testified that one of the purposes of 
the organization was the collection of records of distinguished 
soldiers in the Confederate service. The quarrel between congress 
and President Johnson led to the distortion of such patriotic activ- 
ities into "disloyalty." 

The society was reorganized in 1890, and incorporated by an act 
of the legislature. The charter members were Gov. Robert Low- 
ry, R. H. Thompson, John Hunter, A. B. Learned, W. H. Sims, 
T. A. McWillie, James T. Fant, R. B. Fulton, Edward Mayes and 
Wm. R. Sims. The first meeting was held May 1, 1890, at the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi, and the first officers were: Edward Mayes, 
president; Wm. R. Sims, secretary and treasurer; and R. B. Ful- 
ton, archivist. A meeting was held at Jackson January 7 and 8, 
1898, and during that year the first publication appeared. The 
officers were then: Gen. Stephen D. Lee, president; Dr. R. W. 
Jones, vice-president ; Dr. Franklin L. Riley, secretary and trea- 
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surer; Chancellor R. B. Fulton, archivist; £r. R. W. Jones, Prof. 
J. W. White, Supt. S. E. Boyd, Supt. A. A. Kincannon and Dr. 
Franklin L. Riley, executive committee. In 1899 the officers were 
the same except that Judge B. T. Kimbrough was an additional 
vice-president, and Profs. J. M. White, Charles Hillman Brough, 
W. L. Weber and J. R. Preston were members of the executive 
committee. 

The legislature, by act of March 2, 1900, authorized the appoint- 
ment of an Historical Commission, to be appointed by the presi- 
dent of the Historical society, to make an examination of the 
sources and materials of the history of Mississippi, including the 
records of Mississippi troops, etc. President Lee appointed Dr. 
Franklin L. Riley, of the University, chairman; Col. J. L. Power, 
Bishop Charles B. Galloway, Gerard C. Brandon and P. K. Mayers. 
Upon the resignation of the two latter, Prof. J. M. White and Rev. 
T. L. Mellen were appointed. The report of the commission, made 
to the legislature in 1902, is published in the Fifth volume of the 
society publications. Therein are noted the great purposes of the 
Historical society — the collection of manuscripts, the holding of 
annual public meetings to awaken interest in the work, the publi- 
cation of the most worthy contributions, the locating and catalgue- 
ing of historical material not in its possession, and the fostering of 
affiliated local organizations. Among the notable local organiza- 
tions are the Maurepas historical society, organized in 1898, the 
University historical society organized in 1897, the Pontotoc so- 
ciety organized in 1900, the Mississippi Baptist historical society 
and the Mississippi Methodist historical society. 

The officers of the Historical society for 1906 are : Gen. Stephen 
D. Lee, president; Dr. R. W. Jones, E. F. Noel, vice-presidents; 
Chancellor R. B. Fulton, archivist ; Prof. Franklin L. Riley, secre- 
tary and treasurer ; James M. White, Bishop Charles B. Galloway, 
President J. R. Preston, of Stanton college, Prof. George H. Brun- 
son, of Mississippi college, executive committee in addition to the 
officers. 

The society has published eight volumes of original contribu- 
tions to the history of Mississippi, ably edited by Secretary Riley, 
entitled "Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society," and 
frequently quoted in this work. 

Hiwannee, a post-village in the northern part of Wayne county, 
on the Chickasawhay river, and a station on the Mobile & Ohio 
R. R., 10 miles north of Waynesboro, the county seat. It is a 
prosperous little town and has a population of 150. The Hiwannee 
Lumber Co.'s large plant is located here, with a daily capacity of 
about 70,000 feet. It is equipped with planing mills and manufac- 
tures its lumber ready for the builder. 

Hodges, a postoffice in the northeastern part of Itawamba county, 
about 16 miles from Fulton, the county seat. 

Hohenlinden, a hamlet in the northeastern part of Webster 
county, about 10 miles from Walthall, the county seat. It has a 
money order postoffice. 
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Holcomb, an incorporated post-town of Grenada county, on 
the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 9 miles west of Grenada, 
the county seat. It has several good general stores. The Bank of 
Holcomb was established in 1905, with a capital of $30,000. It 
has a stave factory, a saw mill, an ax-handle factory, a large Mun- 
ger system cotton gin, one church, a hotel and excellent schools. 
Its population is about 600. 

Holder, a post-hamlet of Lafayette county, about 9 miles north- 
east of Oxford, the county seat, and nearest railroad and banking 
town. Population in 1900, 30. 

Holladay, a hamlet of Chickasaw county, on the Mobile, Jackson 
& Kansas City R. R., 3 miles north of Houston, the county seat. 
Population in 1900, 25. The town has rural mail service from 
Houston. 

Hollandale, an incorporated post-town in the southern part of 
Washington county, 28 miles southeast of Greenville. It is a station 
on the lines of the Southern, and the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley 
R. R's. The Bank of Hollandale was established here in 1902, 
with a capital of $50,000. Population in 1900, 325; estimated in 
1906 to be 600. The town was named for Dr. Holland, upon whose 
plantation it was built. It has three churches, two white and one 
colored; water works and electric lights, owned by the town; a 
large cotton seed oil mill and gin ; excellent schools, and two large 
cotton gins. There are lodges of Masons, Knights of Pythias and 
Knights of Honor. 

Hollis, a post-hamlet of Calhoun county, 7 miles southeast of 
Pittsboro, the county seat. Population in 1900, 20. 

Hollyknowc, a postoffice of Washington county, on the Yazoo 
& Mississippi Valley R. R., 15 miles east of Greenville. 

Hollybridge, a post-hamlet of Sunflower county, located on the 
Southern Ry., 7 miles by rail west of Indianola, the county seat 
and the nearest banking town. Population in 1900, 40 ; population 
in 1906 is estimated at 100. 

Holly Springs, the county seat of Marshall county, was incor- 
porated in 1837. Fifty acres of land were donated to the corpora- 
tion by the owners of the land on which the town was located, and 
the proceeds resulting from the sale of these lands were sufficient 
to erect an excellent court house and jail, and also to materially 
assist in the establishment of the Holly Springs Female Institute, 
which was successfully conducted down to the time of the war, 
'61-65. From the beginning the town has been well and favorably 
known for the excellence of its educational advantages. Families 
of wealth and refinement were attracted to the locality for the 
purpose of educating^their children, and brought with them a high 
standard of religious, moral and intellectual culture. In a compar- 
atively short period of time, the population of the town had grown 
to over 4,000 and its real estate was in demand at high prices. The 
Holly Springs Literary Institution, later known as the University 
of Holly Springs, was chartered in 1839, but fell far short of the 
university standard and was little better than a good grammar 
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school. The St. Thomas Hall, a high school for boys, was estab- 
lished in the year 1844, by the Rev. Dr. Francis S. Hawks, of the 
Episcopal Church, a man of profound learning. This was a highly 
graded, classical school and was long celebrated for the superior 
educational training it provided. The town still maintains its 
reputation for the superior quality of its schools. It has an excel- 
lent public school, and is the seat of the Mississippi Synodical Col- 
lege, the North Mississippi Experiment Station, and of Rust Uni- 
versity (colored). The Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Methodists, 
and Baptists established churches here at an early day, and the 
Roman Catholics have built a church, which has a large member- 
ship. 

Holly Springs has always had one or two good newspapers. The 
first was a Democratic paper edited by E. Percy Howe, followed 
by the "Conservative," a Whig paper, published by Foster & Fal- 
coner, which was succeeded by the "Holly Springs Gazette," pub- 
lished by T. A. Falconer. The first number of this paper was 
issued in 1841, and continued nine years. Other papers published 
before the War were "The Holly Springs Banner/' a Whig paper 
conducted by George A. Wilson; "The Marshall Guard," a Dem- 
ocratic paper, begun in January, 1842, by Robert Josselyn; the 
"Weekly Jacksonian," commenced by Lloyd Selby and afterwards 
known as the "Marshall Jeffersonian," by Wyatt Epps; the "Missis- 
sippi Palladium," a Democratic States' Rights paper, Henry Stith, 
editor, Thos. A. Falconer, publisher ; the "Marshall Guard," in 1851, 
with James W. Williams as editor; the "Mississippi Times, in 
April, 1853, Samuel Benton editor and W. A. Tucker publisher; 
the "Democratic Banner," in June, 1853, with W. H. Govan editor ; 
the "Empire Democrat," in November, 1854, with J. H. R. Taylor 
editor. When the war began in 1861 there were three papers pub- 
lished here, the "Southern Herald," by Thos. A. Falconer; the 
"Star," by Solon L. Whittington, and the "Constitutional Union," 
by Upshaw & Barrett. Since the war several Radical papers were 
started, but soon discontinued; the "Reporter," established in 
1865, C. H. Curd, editor and publisher, and the "South," estab- 
lished in 1869, J. B. Mattison, editor, Mrs. Ella M. Hall, publisher, 
are both Democratic papers, established since the war, and are 
now being published here. 

In the fall of 1837 two unchartered banks were formed which 
proceeded to issue large amounts of promissory notes, based on 
the real estate holdings of the stockholders in the respective banks. 
Financial failure promptly followed this disastrous experiment, 
and many of the stockholders in these institutions fled to Texas 
to escape the results. The presidents of the two institutions, 
McEwen and McCorkle, gave up their property to their creditors, 
and preserved their reputations for integrity, if not for financial 
sagacity. The Northern Bank of Mississippi was chartered in 
1838 at Holly Springs. Its cashier was Walter Goodman, who 
always maintained its credit, even during the years of general 
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financial panic, though its capital was small and it never did an 
extensive business. 

The section in which Holly Springs is located suffered greatly 
during the war. Grant made the town his headquarters for a time, 
and it was the scene of Van Dorn's historic raid on the immense 
stores left behind by Grant, which resulted in such severe loss to 
the Federals as to cause an entire change in their plan of campaign. 
Grant burned the old court house, and much of the city was burned 
by Van Dorn. Battles also took place here May 24, 1864, and 
August 27 and 28, 1864. The present handsome brick court house 
was erected soon after the close of the war. It is set in the midst 
of a well kept lawn, and surrounded by beautiful shade trees. The 
residents of the city take great pride in their fine court house square. 

Most of the residences are surrounded by spacious grounds, with 
well kept lawns, adorned with a profusion of shrubbery and flow- 
ers, and with vegetable gardens attached. The streets of the city 
are broad and are lined with a wealth of fine shade trees. During 
the period of the year when the city's foliage and flowers are at 
their best, the city is well deserving of its name, the "City of 
Flowers." It is distant 45 miles from Memphis, and 200 miles' 
from Birmingham, and is served by two lines of railway, the Illinois 
Central, and the Kansas City, Memphis & Birmingham, which 
cross at this point. In the vicinity are clays which will make the 
best of sewer pipe and paving brick, and in addition, the city now 
has the most extensive pottery works in the State. Holly Springs 
has three strong banking institutions to minister to her financial 
wants, — the Bank of Holly Springs, founded in 1866, with a pres- 
ent capital of $60,000 ; the Merchants & Farmers Bank, established 
in 1889, with a present capital of $42,750 ; the Peoples Bank, estab- 
lished in 1904, capital $35,000. The city is provided with an ex- 
cellent sewerage system, and owns and operates its electric light- 
ing and water works systems. The following successful industries 
combine to form part of its large business life: Two potteries, a 
large cotton-seed oil mill, a cotton compress, two gins and grist 
mills, an ice factory and bottling works, a steam laundry, extensive 
marble works, a brick plant, four hotels and three livery barns. 
The city does a large cotton shipping business. 

Holly Springs has a city debt of $59,000 ; the assessed valuation 
of property is $739,654; the tax rate is 12^ mills, and the popula- 
tion in 1900 was 2,815, an increase of nearly 600 over the census 
for 1890 ; in 1906 the population was estimated at 3,500. 

Holly Springs Raid, see Vicksburg, second campaign. 

Hollywood, a post-village in the northern part of Tunica county, 
4 miles by rail north of Tunica, the county seat. It is a thriving 
little station on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R. It is sur- 
rounded by a rich cotton and corn producing district, and has a 
money order postoffice. Population in 1900, 291. 

Holmes County is located in the east central part of the State 
and was created February 19, 1833. It has a land surface of 825 
square miles. It was originally part of the territory forming the 
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large county of Hinds, ceded to the United States by the Choctaw 
Indians in the Treaty of Doak's Stand, October 18, 1820, and long 
known as the "New Purchase. ,, One of the counties created out 
of Hinds was Yazoo, and from Yazoo county was taken the region 
forming the present county of Holmes. It was named in honor of 
Gov. David Holmes, fourth Territorial governor, first State gov- 
ernor, and later United States Senator for Mississippi. The original 
act defines its limits as follows : "Beginning at Bole's ferry, on Big 
Black, in the county of Yazoo, and in section 22, in township 12, 
and range 3 east ; thence on a direct line to Yazoo river, at a point 
where the township line, between township 13 and 14, strikes the 
same; thence up said river to a point on the same, 12 miles north 
of the township line, between townships 15 and 16; thence on a 
direct line, to the corner of the old Choctaw Boundary line on 
Black creek, known by the name of Gum Corner; thence continu- 
ing the same course to Big Black ; thence down the same, to the 
beginning." Four of the oldest settlements in Holmes county were 
Rankin, Montgomery, Vernon and Georgeville. All these old set- 
tlements are now extinct. Tradition recites that Mr. Etho Beall, 
a justice of the peace, held at Rankin, under the protection of a 
gun, the first county court. Rankin was located about five miles 
from Tchula, and aspired at first to be the seat of justice of the 
new county. Capt. Parrisot, father of Capt. S. H. Parrisot, and 
father-in-law of F. Barksdale, of Yazoo City, settled near here in 
1828, and kept a hotel in Rankin until 1834. Wm. McLellan came 
from Biloxi in 1826 and settled on Little Black creek on the east 
side. Montgomery (inc. 1836) was on the west bank of Big Black 
river at Pickens Ferry. Vernon was once a thriving town about 
12 miles north of Lexington. Georgeville was situated in the 
northwest quarter of S. 35, T. 14, R. 3 east. Holmes county is 
bounded on the north by Carroll county, on the east by the Big 
Black river, which divides it from the counties of Attala and Mad- 
ison ; on the south by Yazoo county and on the west by the Yazoo 
river, dividing it from the counties of Washington and Leflore. 
The county seat is located at Lexington near the center of the 
county on a branch of the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R. run- 
ning to Durant. It is a prosperous town of about 2,000 people, 
situated in the midst of a fine farming region, and is a shipping 
point for large quantities of small fruits. The largest and most 
important town is Durant on the Illinois Central R. R. at the junc- 
tion of its branches to Tchula and Aberdeen. It is a growing town 
of 2,300 people and ships immense quantities of strawberries and 
market garden products to the northern markets. The country 
about it is rich and fertile and Durant is an important trade center 
for the region. Three miles west of here is the Castalian mineral 
spring, which is a noted watering resort and very well patronized 
by those seeking restoration to health. Goodman, Pickens, Howard, 
Tchula, West, Thornton, Mileston, and Beelake are some of the 
other railroad towns of more or less importance. Scattered over 
the county are the villages of Richland, Bowling Green, Ebenezer, 
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Acona and Eulogy. In the early days of the county when it was 
sparsely settled, crime was prevalent in the region, and several 
notorious robbers and counterfeiters, belonging to the much feared 
"Murrell clan," were captured at Tchula, severely punished and 
driven from the country. Among some of the names identified with 
the early history of the county may be mentioned Nathaniel E. 
Rives, Archibald H. Paxton, W. T. Land, Dr. Garret Keirn, Robert 
Cook, James R. Enloe, James M. Dyer, John W. Dyer, John W. 
Anderson, Israel W. Pickens, W. W. George, Dr. Frances R. Cheat- 
ham, Dr. Ira S. Mitchell, Joseph R. Plummer, Alexander Magee, 
Vincent H. Carraway, William H. Hines, John W. Cowen, and 
William McLellan, the progenitor of the numerous people of that 
name living in the Bowling Green neighborhood. 

Besides the Yazoo and Big Black rivers above mentioned, which 
wash the borders of the county, it is well watered by numerous 
tributaries of these rivers and several lakes — Tchula, Bee, Horse- 
shoe, Clear and Pinchback. Transportation is afforded by the 
rivers and by two lines of the Illinois Central R. R.^ which traverse 
it from north to south, and by the Yazoo branch running east and 
west, from Durant to Tchula. The soil is black and loamy on the 
bottoms, and black and sandy on the uplands. It produces abun- 
dant crops of corn, cotton, oats, wheat, field peas, millet, sugar cane, 
sorghum, and grasses, and the Louisiana ribbon cane. Much atten- 
tion is paid to the raising of fruits, such as peaches, pears, early 
apples, figs, plums, and strawberries, which do well and are shipped 
north in considerable quantities. The fruit farming is along the 
main line of the Illinois Central R. R. The timber resources are 
valuable, consisting of oak, pine, walnut, poplar, ash, hickory, gum 
and cypress. Manufactures have developed to some extent, but the 
wealth of the region is in its rich soil and abundant crops. 

The following data, taken from the twelfth United States census 
for 1900, showed that there'were in the county 5,145 farms, embrac- 
ing an acreage of 359,859, of which 203,480 were improved ; the value 
of the land exclusive of buildings was $2,902,600, value of the build- 
ings $880,120, value of the live stock $904,285 and the value of all 
products not fed to stock $2,287,731. The number of manufacturing 
establishments was 57, capital $270,930, wages paid $43,646, value of 
materials used $118,334 and total value of products $256,369. The 
total assessed valuation of real and personal property in the county 
in 1905 was $5,363,546 and in 1906 it was $5,824,747.50, which shows 
an increase during the year of $461,201.50. The population 
of the county in 1900 consisted of 8,120 whites, 28,708 colored, a 
total of 36,828 and an increase of 5,858 over the year 1890. The 
population in 1906 was estimated at about 35,000. The road system 
of the county is excellent and all roads are worked by contract. 
The county has five bridges that span the Big Black river, and 
afford ample facilities for reaching Attala county and the east. 

Holmes, David, last Territorial and first State governor, was 
the son of Col. Joseph Holmes, of Pennsylvania, a native of the 
north of Ireland, who served in the revolutionary army as com- 
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missary. Joseph Holmes married a daughter of Col. David Hun- 
ter, of Berkley county, Va., and after the birth of two children, 
they moved to Winchester to reside. The eldest son was Hugh 
Holmes, a distinguished lawyer, speaker of the house of delegates 
and for 25 years a judge of the general court of Virginia. The son 
younger than David was Maj. A. Hunter Holmes, who fell at Fort 
Mackinaq in 1813. Gov. Holmes was born in Frederick county, 
Va., March 10, 1769. He received a classical education, studied 
law and was admitted to the bar, held several local offices, and was 
elected a representative from Virginia to the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, 
Eighth, Ninth and Tenth congresses, 1797 to 1809. "His district 
was composed of the famous counties of Rockingham and Shen- 
andoah, usually called the Tenth Legion of Virginia." His ap- 
pointment as governor of the Mississippi territory was confirmed 
March 4, 1809, and he ably performed the duties of the office dur- 
ing the important periods of the war of 1812-15 and the agitation 
of statehood. His coming to the Territory brought many of his 
relatives and friends, including the Thurstons, Dangerfields, Gil- 
darts, Conrads, Starkes and Nortons. He was the presiding officer 
of the constitutional convention of 1817, was elected first governor 
of the State and served 1817-19, and was unanimously elected in 
1820 United States senator to succeed Walter Leake, resigned, 
and for a term of six years from March 4, 1822. He served from 
Nov. 13, 1820 until the recess of 1825, when he resigned to again 
become a candidate for governor. He was elected by a large ma- 
jority in August, and was inaugurated in January, 1826. But, in 
the following summer, his health had so far failed that he was 
compelled to resign. This terminated a service as chief magistrate, 
territorial and State, of 11 years and one month. It was said by 
his successor, Gov. Brandon, "Talents, experience and patriotisjn 
abundantly qualified him for the high station which he filled, and 
the confidence universally reposed in him rendered and would 
have continued to render his exertions for tHe prosperity and wel- 
fare of the State universally availing. Under such circumstances, 
therefore, the loss of his services will be seriously felt, and as we 
respect and admire the man, we cannot but sympathize with him 
in the affliction which made his resignation indispensable." Gov. 
Holmes returned to his old home at Winchester, Va., in 1827, and 
after five years of suffering died Aug. 20, 1832. Sept. 7 the consti- 
tutional convention resolved that its members wear crape on the 
left arm during the remainder of the session. The historian Clai- 
borne says of him: "He discharged his executive duties with 
ability, firmness and tact. He assuaged the violence of party by 
the suavity of his manners, the blandness of his temper, and his 
inflexible official and personal integrity. He had no enemies." 
It may be said of Gov. Holmes with perfect justice that he served 
with a greater measure of success than any of the governors of 
Mississippi Territory. 
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Holmes' Administration, State. Under the provisions of the 
schedule adopted by the constitutional convention of 1817 for 
changing the form of government, the president of the convention 
(Governor Holmes,) issued writs for an election to be held in 
each county, on the first Monday and the day following in Septem- 
ber, 1817. At this election every free white male person, above 
the age of 21 years, a citizen of the United States, and ^ resident 
in the State when the constitution was adopted, was entitled to 
vote. The only offices to be filled by this election, and the officers 
elected, were as follows: Governor, David Holmes; Lieutenant- 
Governor, Duncan Stewart; Representative in Congress, George 
Poindexter, and a general assembly composed of 8 senators and 23 
representatives. (See Legislature, State.) About the same time 
as the election Natchez was attacked by the yellow fever, which 
spread through the river towns of the Southwest that year, causing 
many deaths and great distress. Gov. Holmes, by proclamation, 
called the legislature to meet at Washington in place of Natchez. 
It convened Oct. 6, and next day the election returns were can- 
vassed, and Gov. Holmes was sworn in by Edward Turner, justice 
of the peace, in the presence of both houses. He addressed the 
body, calling attention to the great responsibilities falling upon it, 
to provide the first laws for the new State, establish courts, ap- 
point judges, create a militia system and provide for the finances 
of the commonwealth. 

In passing from the Territorial to the State governorship, Mr. 
Holmes suffered a great diminution of powers. His successor 
said of it, "Our constitution has wisely limited the power of this 
department within specified and defined limits, comprehending lit- 
tle more than a participation in legislation, and the right to extend 
pardon to unfortunate offenders against the penal laws of the 
State." He no longer had the appointment of officers, from jus- 
tice of the peace to treasurer-general. This was all transferred to 
the legislature, except that the people might choose their county 
sheriffs and financial officers. The governor no longer had an ab- 
solute veto, but he might, by objections to any bill, require it to 
obtain the approval of two-thirds of both houses. 

The constitution provided for the election by the legislature of 
all State officers except governor and lieutenant-governor. The 
choice of the first legislature was Daniel Williams, secretary of 
state ; Samuel Brooks, treasurer ; John R. Girault, auditor, (Joseph 
Semple receiving a minority vote.) Upon the death of Samuel 
Brooks, the legislature balloted Jan. 27, 1818, with the following 
result, Peter P. Schuyler (formerly an officer of the United States 
army at Fort Stoddert) 17, Joseph Semple 5, Micajah Terrell 4, 
Woodson Wren 4. The term of all State executive officers was 
two years. 

During the previous administration laws were passed appoint- 
ing commissioners to open and clear the Pearl River and Bayou 
Pierre, using for this purpose the labor applicable to roads, also 
a law to raise money by lottery. The first session of the State leg- 
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islature appointed commissioners to improve the Pascagoula and 
Chickasawhay, and authorized the raising of $3,000 by lottery. 
But little was done. The streams susceptible of improvement 
with a view to immediate advantage, Gov. Holmes wrote to Wil- 
liam H. Crawford in 1818, were the Pearl river, Pascagoula, Chick- 
asawhay, Leaf, Homochitto and Bayou Pierre. The Big Black 
and Yazoo were principally in the Indian country. He said boats 
of 12 tons had ascended the Pearl to the Choctaw agency. Large 
keel boats had ascended the Chickasawhay to the town of Win- 
chester. The Homochitto could be rendered navigable for 70 or 
80 miles. "We* have no turnpike roads, and as yet none have been 
authorized by law," but it was in contemplation, when the popula- 
tion should have increased, to improve three principal roads — 
"one leading from this place (Natchez) in the direction to the City 
of Washington, one to St. Stephens, and one to Madisonville on 
Lake Pontchartrain." 

In his message of Jan. 15, 1819, to the second session of the leg- 
islature, Gov. Holmes pointed out various amendments needed in 
the judicial laws; among others, asking that some greater power 
than that of assessing a fine of $20 be given the courts in order to 
compel the attendance of jurors; advising that county courts be 
authorized to impanel juries, as they were authorized to try slaves 
and the constitution gave slaves the benefit of a jury in cases in- 
volving life; recommended the building of a penitentiary for the 
more economical and humane punishment of criminals, and asked 
an amelioration of the criminal code. The death penalty attached 
to conviction for robbery and he had recently pardoned a man 
sentenced to death for being accessory to a forgery. He said on 
this subject, "It is true that in commercial countries, policy requires 
that this offence [forgery] should be punished with severity ; still, 
there should be some distinction made between an attempt upon 
private property and those crimes which exhibit the highest de- 
gree of moral turpitude." By authority of the legislature he had 
borrowed $20,000 of the Bank of the State of Mississippi, $5,000 
of which was expended for bank stock, and the remainder placed 
in the treasury to meet expenses. The government had not yet 
refunded the Creek war expenses. No settlements had been made 
with Alabama, but the treasurer had ascertained that no money re- 
mained in the treasury after paying the expenses of the convention. 
This subject was long disputed. Gov. Holmes figured that Ala- 
bama owed Mississippi $3,502.40; Gov. Bibb contended that Mis- 
sissippi owed Alabama $2,237.33, and Gov. Poindexter said he 
wouldn't discuss it until Alabama gave bond to pay if she were 
found the debtor. On Jan. 24, 1818, the cash on hand was $11,- 
328; there had since been received, including the bank loan, $45,- 
838, making a total of $57,466, out of which had been expended 
for government expenses $39,753, and for bank stock, $5,000 ; leav- 
ing over $12,000 on hand. This was the financial report for the 
iirst year of statehood. The $4,500 due from the United States 
was paid in 1819. 
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At the election in August, 1819, for governor, George Poindexter 
received 2,721 votes; Thomas Hinds, 1,702. For lieutenant-gover- 
nor, James Patton received 2,385 votes; Daniel Burnet, 1,877. 
Gov. Holmes, whose ternl began in October, 1817, held over, pre- 
sumably by act of legislature, until the next meeting of that body, 
the first Monday of January, 1820. 

In September, 1819, the seat of government was again trans- 
ferred from Natchez to Washington on acount of the appearance 
of yellow fever. But the disease ceased with the coming of cold 
weather, and the seat of government was again at Natchez when 
the legislature met at the appointed time, the first Monday of 
January. In his message, Jan. 4, the retiring governor congratu- 
lated the young State on its prosperity notwithstanding the inva- 
sion of deadly disease in the Southwest. As to finances, it ap- 
peared that the rate of taxation would provide $50,000 a year, and 
the disbursements were about $40,000, so that the bank loan could 
soon be repaid. The cash in the treasury was over $18,000 and the 
uncollected taxes were estimated at $26,000. He thanked his fellow 
citizens for the honors conferred on him, and congratulatd them 
on the success of American institutions. "As long as these princi- 
ples are held sacred/' he said, "and maintained in the spirit in 
which they were adopted, national independence, State sovereignty 
and civil liberty can never be endangerd." 

Holmes' Administration, Territorial. The appointment of Gov. 
Holmes was one of the final acts of President Jefferson. Until 
he arrived in the Territory, the functions of governor were exer- 
cised by the secretary, Thomas H. Williams, who supposed the 
succession had been so arranged that Holmes would arrive imme- 
diately, but, because of the delay, Secretary Williams deemed it 
advisable, Gov. Williams having dissolved the general assembly, 
to call an election of representatives, preparatory to forming a 
new assembly. His proclamation was dated April 10, 1809, and 
the voting days were May 18 and 19. 

Upon the election being made, the house was called in session 
on the first Monday of July 3, to make nominations for a new 
council, which was done. This was followed in a few months by 
the appointment of a council by President Madison, who selected 
the names of those least active in the recent hostilities against 
Gov. Robert Williams, the names of Daniel Burnet and William 
B. Shields being ignored. 

Holmes was commissioned by President Madison March 7, 1809, 
and two days later sworn in by his fellow Virginian, John Mar- 
shall, chief justice of the United States. He arrived at Washing- 
ton, M. T., in time to address the meeting of the house of repre- 
sentatives July 3. 

The general assembly, meeting in November, passed nearly 
fifty acts, including the bill for the Bank of Mississippi, and the 
bill for a turnprke across the Homochitto swamp on the road to 
New Orleans. The Choctaw purchase, east of the Pearl, was or- 
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ganized as Wayne county, and the beginnings of a new center of 
population justified the county of Warren, north of the Big Black. 

The governor had the appointment of officers for the new coun- 
ties, and new officers of the militia, reorganized under an act of 
1809. The militia organization was again a matter of pressing 
concern, because a formal declaration of war on either England 
or France seemed close at hand. The governor had also the task 
in 1810 of persuading Col. James Caller to keep the peace toward 
the Spaniards of Mobile, mollifying him to prevent his resigna- 
tion, and at the same time urging Judge Toulmin to prevent any 
aggression. It was reported in August, 1810, that the Mobile 
commandant had assembled a party of Choctaws from the Six 
towns at that place, to defend it against the Tombigbee people, 
and this was made the subject of a remonstrance to Governor 
Folch of Pensacola. 

In his address to the general assembly, Nov. 9, 1810, Gov. 
Holmes presented the subject of commercial depression in a hope- 
ful way, that indicated that while the Territory had not yet recov- 
ered from the effects of the embargo proclaimed by Jefferson and 
revoked at the beginning of Madison's administration, the pros- 
pect was good for a revival of commerce and prosperity. "Such 
is the nature and abundance of our products," he said, "that we 
cannot reasonably expect that the population of our own country 
will for a long time to come be competent to their consumption. 
That the justice and moderation, therefore, of the general govern- 
ment towards other powers should ultimately prevail in obtain- 
ing respect for the maritime rights of the nation, is to us of great 
importance, and the prospect of success a subject of real congratu- 
lation." This did not, however, express the sentiments of the 
younger party that, with such leaders as Henry Clay, John C. Cal- 
houn, and Andrew Jackson, were weary of the Jeffersonian policy 
of disarmament, and self-imposed embargoes, and were shaping 
events toward war for maritime independence. 

Of the condition of the Territory the governor said that the an- 
nual receipts were $24,723, and the disbursements $19,592, leaving 
a balance of over $5,000 ; but the public debt was not yet paid. 
Two subjects of legislation the governor particularly urged — im- 
provements of roads and the promotion of "seminaries of learn- 
ing." He suggested that uniformity of decisions in the courts of 
justice was greatly to be desired, and with apparent caution sug- 
gested a revival of the supreme court. 

This was the era of the Baton Rouge revolution, and in Decem- 
ber Gov. Claiborne arrived at Natchez, with authority to take 
possession of the coast region as a part of Louisiana, and sent 
out instructions to the Tombigbee militia that aroused them to 
an attempt to capture Mobile. 

According to the message of acting governor Daingerfield in 
November, 1811, the Territorial receipts were $26,826, the expen- 
ditures $17,901, leaving a balance approaching $10,000. $2,146 
had been paid out to redeem warrants issued in 1810 and earlier, 
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and with this redemption the Territorial debt was practically dis- 
charged. It was believed by the secretary that with no reduction 
in the levy of taxes the Territory would be relieved of the neces- 
sity of issuing warrants with no cash in the treasury. The popu- 
lation and taxable property had greatly increased, and the finan- 
cial prospect was promising. Joseph Nourse was register of the 
treasury at this time. 

The secretary of war requested in April, 1812, that the militia 
should be put in readiness to answer any call that might be made 
by Gen. Wilkinson. Gov. Holmes returned from Virginia and 
was on duty again in the middle of June. 

The general assembly of 1812 was addressed by the governor 
on the Same day that the Mississippi regiment set out from Can- 
tonment Washington for Baton Rouge, and the message was 
largely devoted to the topics of war and militia, as well as the 
duty of the legislature to provide for the further organization of 
the county of Mobile, which was added to the territory by act of 
congress. 

On account of the absence of members of the general assembly 
at the front, the regular session was prorogued from November 
to December, 1813, and the governor started Oct. 20 for Fort Stod- 
dert, ordering out the special battalion to be commanded by Col. 
George H. Nixon. The governor found an unpleasant situation 
in the east, on account of misunderstandings between Gen. Flour- 
noy. Col. Russell and Maj. Hinds. He said when he started back 
in November, "My journey to the cpuntry, taken at the pressing 
instance" of Gen. Flournoy, and with a view on my part to be serv- 
iceable, has not resulted as I could wish." 

Of the general conditions of this period J. F. H. Claiborne wrote 
(Hist, of Miss., 331) that before the war began, when cotton sold 
for 15 cents, the legislature passed the "forthcoming bond law," 
which amounted to a suspension of the judicial collection of debts, 
while people were plunging recklessly in debt for land and slaves. 
"The war with Great Britain brought down the price of cotton to 
7 or 8 cents, and the crop then and for several preceding years had 
been greatly reduced by rot. For three years in succession the 
river lands had been overflowed. Neither real or personal prop- 
erty would command more than half their previous value. There 
was a heavy debt owing the United States for lands purchased 
falling due at the end of the year 1813. . . . Cotton was re- 
ceived at 14 and 15 cents in payment of debts. The forthcoming 
bond act was repealed, but an act was passed "to prevent the 
sacrifice of property," followed by an act "for the relief of debtors." 
Subsequently another so-called relief act was passed. . . . 
These so-called relief laws only superinduced an accumulation of 
interest and costs that, in the end, swept everything into the 
pockets of the creditor." 

In his message of November, 1814, the governor recounted 
what had been done for the national defense and the suppression of 
the Creek hostilities. At that time 500 infantry, enlisted from the 
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militia, and four full companies of dragoons, were on duty under 
the orders of Maj.-Gen. Andrew Jackson. The financial condi- 
tion of the Territory warranted the expenditure of $±,000 for other 
than ordinary expenses, and made easy the appropriation, which 
the legislature proceeded to make, of $5,000 for the support of the 
troops in the field. The governor urged that the demands of the 
British to control the Northern lakes and interfere regarding In- 
dian boundaries could not be submitted to. The people must "de- 
termine with one mind to support the attributes of that independ- 
ence which our fathers obtained by their valor and transmitted to 
us unimpaired." 

Secretary Ware was acting governor upon the meeting of the 
general assembly in 1815, and delivered the annual message. 
The treasurer's report showed receipts for the year and cash on 
hand of about $35,000, an amount entirely adequate to expenses, 
"and which could be increased without being burdensome." He 
asked authority to organize a county in the Creek purchase, which 
was responded to by the act creating Monroe county (Ala.). Pur- 
suant to a resolution of the previous session a house had been 
rented for the use of the assembly. 

In his message of November, 1816, the last under the Territorial 
government, Gov. Holmes congratulated the people upon the gen- 
eral prosperity and good health, and the promise of greater im- 
migration on account of the cession in that year by the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws of lands south of the Tennessee river and east of 
the Tombigbee. It was expected that the increase in population 
when these lands were put on sale would exceed anything the 
Territory had yet known. On the subject of legislation he asked 
that compensation be provided for the justices of the quorum, an 
office which nobody seemed willing to accept. The office of keeper 
and translator of the Spanish records had been vacant for some 
time, and the governor suggested that the documents be translated 
as a whole and the translation used in evidence. There had been 
transmittd to the general government vouchers for the expendi- 
ture of $4,584 for the maintenance of the troops called into the 
service of the United States in the war of 1812-15. The financial 
condition of the Territory was excellent. The cash on hand was 
$17,000, and the propriety of reducing the taxes was suggested, 
unless it were more desirable to accumulate funds for a system 
of internal improvements. 

At the close of the Territorial period, Oct., 1817, there was in 
the treasury $8,269.92, after disbursements including large extra- 
ordinary expenditures, such as the expense of the constitutional 
convention of 1817 ($9,700), the publication of Turner's digest of 
laws, and $8,000 paid to the Natchez hospital, the yellow fever 
then being prevalent there. 

Judges Poindexter and Leake were elected to congress, and 
seated in December; Gov. Holmes became governor of the State 
in October, and the territorial assembly became defunct; but 
otherwise the Territorial officers continued in the performance of 
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their duties until supplanted, sometime in the year 1818, by offi- 
cers elected by the first legislature under the constitution of 1817. 

Holmes' Administration, 1826-27. The third administration of 
Gov. Holmes began Jan. 7, 1826. Gerard C. Brandon was lieuten- 
ant-governor, Hiram G. Runnels was reelected auditor, Samuel C. 
Wooldridge treasurer and John A. Grimball secretary of state. 
Richard Stockton was attorney-general, 1825-28. 

In his inaugural address he touched on the needs of public edu- 
cation, but mainly urged internal improvement, to make navigable 
the rivers and improve and open new roads. But the condition of 
the finances compelled him to suggest that "a revenue of a few 
thousand dollars above what is requisite for the ordinary expendi- 
tures of government in common times," would be required in or- 
der to borrow money to begin improvements. Of the whole 
country he said, "We enjoy, not only the highest degree of secur- 
ity and liberty that man is capable of attaining, but as a Nation, 
we have advanced in character and strength with an acceleration 
that astonishes the world. Nor is it the United States alone, that 
have been benefited by their successful efforts to establish a gov- 
ernment founded upon the will of the people, the only legitimate 
source from which power can be drawn. South America and al- 
most every state in Europe have felt the influence of this practical 
illustration of self-government. ... So long as our free in- 
stitutions shall be administered in the spirit in which they were 
adopted, they will continue to shed their beneficial lights upon 
mankind, until civil, political and religious liberty shall be fos- 
tered in every quarter of the globe." 

This session of the legislature gained national note by its reso- 
lutions on the subject of slavery (q. v.). It is also of interest that 
a legislative committee recommended the charter of new banks. 
But its main work was on the subject of finances (See Brandon's 
Adm., 1st). 

At this time there were a little over 10,000 taxable inhabitants 
in the State. Lands were assessed for such tax levies as might be 
made; those within eight miles of Natchez (according to quality) 
at $3, $8 or $12, and in other parts of the State, according to prox- 
imity to the Mississippi river; the most valuable at $4 to $7 and 
the least valuable at $2 to $3. There was a poll tax of 75 cents 
on each free white male. Slaveholders were taxed 75 cents on 
each slave. Every free man of color was required to pay $3 a year. 
Town lots and buildings and business incomes were taxed 20 cents 
on the $100 of value ; bank stock 25 cents. It is apparent that the 
revenue system was framed in the interest of the plantations. To 
meet the emergency at this time a heavy increase in all taxation 
was made, and watches were taxed 50 cents and clocks $1 each. 

At the same time the State was able to provide for a number 
of bridges and new roads, by use of the three per cent fund from 
the general government. 

Peter A. Vandorn was appointed in 1826 as a commissioner on 
behalf of Mississippi to adjust the dispute with Alabama regard- 
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ing the settlement of Territorial accounts. The commission met 
at Jackson in July, but were unable to agree. The claim of Mis- 
sissippi was that the tax collectors in the Alabama region had 
failed to pay over the taxes collected for the year 1817, Missis- 
sippi's share of which would more than counterbalance the claim 
of Alabama. 

In the summer of 1826 Gov. Holmes, on account of "an ex- 
tremely low state of health under which I had continued for some 
months," asked the presence of Lieutenant-Governor Brandon at 
the capital to assume the duties of the executive, which the gov- 
ernor had determined to resign. A few weeks later, on July 25, 
he made his formal resignation. It was with great reluctance that 
he brought himself to the resolution to decline or apparently to 
abandon the service of a people so sensibly endeared to him by the 
many tokens of approbation and confidence, but his doctors ad- 
vised a change of climate and sea voyage, and in any event he 
must be absent from the State for several months. Under these 
circumstances he "felt an unwillingness to retain a place or nom- 
inal appointment in this important department when the state of 
my health absolutely forbade that attention which was required 
to a proper discharge of its duties." 

Holmesville. — An historic old town of Pike county which flour- 
ished before the War. (See Pike county). It was the first per- 
manent seat of justice for the county and was located at its center 
in the valley of the Bogue Chitto. When the Illinois Central R. R. 
was built through the county in 1857, some miles west of Holmes- 
ville, the business of the place soon went to the towns which sprang 
up along its line. The town was incorporated in 1820 and its first 
municipal officers were James C. Dickson, Peter Quinn, Jr., I. Aiken, 
Wiley P. Harris, and Major Lee, trustees ; Buckner Harris, assessor, 
collector and constable ; William Orr, treasurer. 

The first Masonic lodge in the county, the Rising Virtue Lodge, 
No. 7, was organized in this vicinity. It was succeeded in 1848 by 
Homesville Lodge, No. 64. Sincerity Lodge, F. & A. M., No. 214, 
was established in 1856. 

The old town raised three companies for the War in 1860 — the 
Quitman Guards, Co. E, 16th Miss., Preston Brent, Captain; the 
Pike County Rifles, of the 33rd Miss. Regiment with Bragg's army, 
Captain John T. Lamkin, and the Brent Rifles, Co. K, of the 38th 
Miss. Holmesville is now a village of 112 inhabitants (census of 
1900), and has a church and a money order postoffice. The Liberty- 
White R. R. is building to the town and will add much to its 
prosperity. 

Holt, Joseph, was born in Breckenridge county, Ky., in 1807, 
received a classical and legal education, and entered political life 
under the auspices of the celebrated Amos Kendall, whom he as- 
sisted in editing a newspaper in Kentucky. He gained fame as a 
lawyer while district attorney at Louisville, and made a speech 
in the national Democratic convention of 1836, in support of the 
nomination of Richard M. Johnson, that made him famous through- 
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out the Union. Not long afterward he came to Mississippi, where 
his arrival created a profound sensation. Meeting him at Clinton, 
Henry S. Foote noted his modesty of manner, as well as a frail- 
ness of physique that foreboded early death. "Mr. Holt lost no 
time in entering upon the brilliant forensic career which he after- 
ward ran; and, by an extraordinary exercise of professional dili- 
gence, as well as by giving constant evidence of ability, he suc- 
ceeded in the short space of four or five years in accumulating a 
larger estate than most lawyers are able to acquire by the labors 
of a lifetime." Foote said he "never listened to a more brilliant 
or effective advocate." Always serene and mild, his countenance 
generally touched with a shade of sadness, indulging very slightly 
in gesture, he carried his hearers with him by the gentleness of 
his appeal. The contests between him and Sargeant S. Prentiss 
would have commanded attention in the most renowned courts 
of the world. Holt supported Pierce for president in 1852, but 
his desire for a foreign mission was refused, Foote said, because 
of Holt's fervor as a Unionist. 

He was the legal opponent of Prentiss in the famous case in- 
volving the ownership of the Vicksburg commons, and won the 
case for the Vick heirs in the United States supreme court. After 
about ten years practice in Mississippi, making his home first at 
Jackson and later at Vicksburg, Holt returned to Louisville. He 
was commissioner of patents, postmaster-general, and finally sec- 
retary of war under President James Buchanan. He had been a 
Douglas Democrat, but became one of the prominent supporters 
of Mr. Lincoln's administration, and was appointed judge advo- 
cate general of the United States army in 1862, head of the bureau 
of military justice with the rank of brigadier-general, in 1864, was 
made brevet major-general in 1865, and retired in 1875. He was 
conspicuous in the assassination trials following the death of the 
president. (See Rhodes, Vol. V.) 

Homepark, a post-hamlet of Yazoo county, situated on the Yazoo 
river and the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 4 miles north of 
Yazoo City. Population in 1900, 75 ; estimated at 150 in 1906. 

Homewood, a post-hamlet of Scott county, 7 miles south of 
Forest, the county seat, and the nearest railroad and banking town. 
Population in 1900, 73. It has a splendid school, 2 grist and saw 
mills combined, 2 cotton gins, 2 churches, and 4 good stores. 

Homochitto, a post-hamlet in the southwestern part of Copiah 
county, on the river of the same name. It is about 18 miles south- 
west of Hazlehurst, the county seat. Population in 1900, 24. 

Hooker, a post-hamlet of Lawrence county, about 7 miles north 
of Monticello, the county seat, and 4 miles west of Silvercreek, the 
nearest railroad station, on the Gulf & Ship Island R. R. Popula- 
tion in 1900, 35. 

Hooker, Charles E., was born in Union district, S. C, in 1825, 
son of Zadock Hooker. He attended Randolph-Macon College, 
Va., and graduated in the law department of Harvard, studying 
under Professors Story and Greenleaf. He moved to Jackson, 
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Miss., married Fannie C. Sharkey, the adopted daughter of Judge 
William L. Sharkey, and became district attorney. In 1859 he 
was elected to the legislature, but resigned to enter the Confed- 
erate army as a private in the First regiment Mississippi light 
artillery. He was captain of his company during the siege of 
Vicksburg, where he lost his left arm. After being exchanged, he 
was promoted to colonel and assigned to duty as a member of the 
military court for the Army of Mississippi. At the close of the 
w r ar he was elected attorney-general, and reelected in 1868, but 
with the other state officers was removed by the military authori- 
ties. He resumed his practice, and in 1875 was elected to Con- 
gress, where he served for eighteen years. He is distinguished 
as an orator, and in addition to political speeches, was the orator 
at the reunion of the army of Northern Virginia at New Orleans, 
and at the Confederate Reunion at Atlanta in 1898. He now re- 
sides at Jackson. 

Hookston, a post-hamlet of Lauderdale county, located on Okatib- 
bee creek, 7 miles northwest of Meridian. Population in 1900, 30. 

Hope, a postoffice of Neshoba county, 8 miles west of Phila- 
delphia, the county seat. 

Hopewell, a hamlet in the southern part of Calhoun county, about 
14 miles south of Pittsboro, the county seat. It has rural free de- 
livery from Slate Spring. Population in 1900, 50. 

Hopoca, a postoffice of Leake county, 6 miles north of Carthage, 
the county seat. 

Horace, a hamlet of Jones county, situated on Tallahoma creek, 

3 miles west of Laurel, the nearest railroad and banking town, and 

4 miles north of Ellisville, the county seat. The postoffice is dis- 
continued, and it now has rural free delivery from Ellisville. 

Horatio, a postoffice of Panola county, 8 miles west of Sardis, one 
of the county seats of justice. 

Horn Lake. — This is a station on the line of the Illinois Central 
R. R., below the Tennessee line, twelve miles south of Memphis. 
It is in the extreme northern part of De Soto county, 3 miles distant 
from Horn Lake — a resort for lovers of sport from Memphis. It was 
in this neighborhood that the pioneer families of the Bynums, 
Lundys and Turners, from Virginia, settled in the early days of 
De Soto county. The census for 1900 gave the population of the 
village as 99. 

Home, a post-hamlet of Clarke county, 15 miles southeast of 
Quitman, the county seat. Population in 1900, 50. 

Horseshoe, a postoffice in the northeastern part of Scott county, 
on Young Warrior creek, about 18 miles north of Forest, the county 
seat, and the nearest railroad town. It has a good water mill, and 
a gin and grist mill combined. 

Hosey, a post-hamlet of Jasper county, on Nuakfuppa creek, 15 
miles south of Paulding, the county seat. Population in 1900, 26. 

Houlka, an incorporated post-town in the northern part of Chick- 
asaw county, on the line of the Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City 
R. R., 8 miles north of Houston, the county seat, and 15 miles south 
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of Pontotoc. It has 3 churches, an academy, a plough factory, a 
saw and planing mill plant, a bank, the Bank of Houlka, organized 
in 1905, capital $20,000. The present population (1906), is about 



Houmas. See Indians. 
Houston, one of the two seats of justice fdr Chickasaw county, 
is situated at the junction of the Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City 
R. R., with a spur of the Southern railway running to Okolona. 
It was named for the celebrated Indian fighter, Gen. Sam. Houston. 
During the War between the States, the county records at Houston 
were burned by a squad of Federal soldiers April 21, 1863, while 
the county officers were endeavoring to remove them to a place of 
safety in a wagon. The town is exceedingly prosperous, and is go- 
ing forward by leaps and bounds the last few years. Some of the 
manufacturing enterprises which enter into the industrial makeup 
of the town are, saw mills, planing mills, 2 handle factories, 2 wood- 
working plants, 2 stave mills, a heading factory, a spoke factory, a 
cotton compress, a cotton gin, and bottling works ; a steam laundry 
is in course of construction (1906). It supports a weekly news- 
paper, the Houston Post, established in 1904, edited and published 
by H. Richard Smith. The town owns and operates its* own electric 
lighting and water works systems. The following churches are well 
supported: Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Christian. Sepa- 
rate school districts are maintained for white and colored pupils, 
and there is an excellent system of graded schools. A fine $20,000 
high school building is now in process of erection. Two strong 
banks minister to the financial needs of the town, the Bank of 
Houston, and the Houston branch of the Okolona Banking Co., 
both of which were organized in the fall of 1903. Houston has an 
excellent brick hotel; also a good livery and transfer service. In 
the period 1903-1906, the total assessed valuation of property in the 
town increased from $93,000 to $400,000. The population increased 
from 677 in 1900, to 1,600 in 1906. 

Houston, Lock E., was born in Blount county, Tenn., of a line 
of Scotch-Irish ancestry that migrated along the mountain valleys 
from Pennsylvania southward in the days of Indian conquest. He 
was graduated at Knoxville university, in 1840; began practice at 
Aberdeen, Miss., in 1843, and became a partner of Stephen Adams 
and later of Reuben Davis. He was elected to the legislature in 
1847, and was appointed when F. M. Rogers resigned in 1853. In 
1855 he was nominated for congress by the American party, and 
came within 200 votes of election. He was again elected to the 
legislature in 1863, and was speaker of the house. He was a mem- 
ber of the constitutional convention of 1865, and was tendered, but 
declined, the nomination for congress. In 1887 he was appointed 
to the circuit bench. 

Howard, an incorporated post-town in Holmes county, on the 
Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 7 miles west of Lexington, and 
5 miles south of Tchula, the nearest banking town. It is sur- 
rounded by a cotton growing district. Population in 1900, 114. 
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Howard, Volncy E., was born in Norridgewock, Maine, about 
1808, came to Mississippi in the early days of the State and en- 
gaged in law and politics. He was for a time editor of the Jack- 
son Mississippian, and through his aggressiveness as a writer 
wielded a considerable influence over the Democratic party. He 
was representative of Scott county in 1836, and for several years 
reporter of the supreme court (High court), publishing the first 
six volumes, of reports of decisions, 1834-43, following the first 
volume by Walker. He was associated with Anderson Hutchin- 
son in compiling the Mississippi digest of 1840 and the code of 
1848. Afterward he went to Texas, and was representative in 
congress from that State in 1849-53. Upon the admission of Cali- 
fornia he was sent to that State by the president on an important 
mission. He died at Santa Monica, Cal., May 14, 1889. 

Howe, a postoffice of Kemper county, on Bogue Chitto, 11 miles 
west of Dekalb, the county seat. 

Howell, a post-hamlet in the northeastern part of Jackson county, 
on the Escatawpa river, 30 miles north of Pascagoula, the county 
seat. 

Howell, William Burr, was the fourth son of Gov. Richard How* 
ell, of New Jersey. In youth he was an officer of the U. S. Ma- 
rine corps, and served under Commodore Decatur in the lake 
campaigns of the War of 1812. In 1815 he made the flatboat voy- 
age to Natchez, became intimate with Joseph E. Davis, purchased 
land and became a planter near Natchez. In 1823 he married Mar- 
garet Louisa, third daughter of Col. James Kempe. The Howell 
and Davis families were united by three intermarriages, one of 
which was that of Jefferson Davis to Varina Howell. 

Howison, a post-village in the central part of Harrison county, 
on the Gulf & Ship Island R. R., 22 miles by rail north of Gulf- 
port. McHenry is its nearest banking town. It is a lumber ship- 
ping point; has a large saw mill; also a money order postoffice 
and express office. 'Population in 1900, 203. 

Hoy, a postoffice of Jones county, on the Mobile, Jackson & Kan- 
sas City R. R., 4 miles north of Laurel, and 10 miles north of Ellis- 
ville, the county seat. 

Hub, a post-hamlet of Marion county, on the Gulf & Ship Island 
R. R., 8 miles southeast of Columbia, the county seat, and the 
nearest banking town. Population in 1900, 25 ; the population in 
1906 was estimated at 150. Two saw mills are located here. 

Hubbardtown, a postoffice of Simpson county, on the Laurel 
branch of the Gulf & Ship Island R. R., about 15 miles southeast of 
Mendenhall. It has a saw milling plant and a population of 25. 

Hudson, Robert S., was born in Edgefield district, S. C, August 
17, 1820, died at his home near Yazoo City, May 29, 1889. His 
first migration from his native State was to Alabama. He at- 
tended school two years in East Tennessee. Coming to Oktib- 
beha county at the age of 21 years, with, his widowed mother, he 
studied law at Louisville, Miss., under Henry Gray, a brilliant 
lawyer of that day, and was his partner until Gray removed to 
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Louisiana. Afterward he had a large practice, in several counties, 
which continued after he made his home in Attala county in 1855. 
In 1858 he was elected district attorney. In 1860 he moved to 
Yazoo county. He was circuit judge 1861-65, a prominent mem- 
ber of the State convention of 1865 and of the famous legislature 
of 1876. 

Hudsonville. — We are told that this old town in Marshall county 
"sprang up as if by magic " [Dr. F. L. Riley's Extinct Towns 
and Villages of Miss.] in January, 1837. It was incorporated the 
following year. Its location was 4 miles southwest of Lamar on 
the stage road running from Lagrange, Tenn., to Holly Springs, 
Miss. The trade incident to a prosperous country village flourished 
here until the advent of the Mississippi Central (now Illinois 
Central) R. R., which missed the settlement by about two miles. 
It w^as then absorbed by the town of the same name which sprang 
up on the railroad, two miles to the southeast. Peter Scales, 
Dabney Minor, the Daniels, Albert Hunt, John Roberts, Harvey 
Means, McFadden, J. R. Mayhon, William Arthur, Major Catrell, 
William Wall, and Kemp Holland were pioneer settlers in this 
neighborhood. The old town is now quite extinct and exists only 
as a memory. The modern town on the railroad is about 7 miles 
north of Holly Springs, and has a steam gin and several stores. Its 
population in 1900, was 43. 

Hughes, a post-hamlet of Attala county, on Apookta creek, an 
affluent of the Big Black river, 8 miles west of Kosciusko, the 
county seat and nearest railroad and banking town. Population 
in 1900, 26. 

Hughes, Henry, who died at Port Gibson, Oct. 3, 1862, was a 
man of liberal education who devoted much of his earlier years 
to the philosophical study or rather defense of slavery. Later, he 
visited Paris and published a work entitled "Sociology," in which 
he classed the social organization of the South as "warranteeism." 
He viewed slavery simply as a possession of the productive energy 
of the negro in return for a warrantee of food, clothing, etc. He 
also published a pamphlet in favor of the "African Apprentice 
Scheme,'' so called, which was a movement for the importation 
of more negroes under the guise of contract labor; and yet an- 
other pamphlet embodying a report favorable to this scheme made 
by him to the Commercial convention. He enlisted in the Con- 
federate service with the Port Gibson Riflemen, and was elected 
captain of the Claiborne Guards and subsequently colonel of the 
12th regiment, in Virginia. His health was broken by the cam- 
paign before Richmond, and he returned to the State with a com- 
mission to raise a regiment of partisan rangers, but died before 
the work was completed. 

Hull, a postofflce of Kemper county, 3 miles west of Dekalb, the 
county seat. 

Humber, a postofflce of Coahoma county, on the Mississippi 
river, 7 miles south of Friar's Point, the county seat and nearest 
banking town. 
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Humphreys, a post-hamlet of Claiborne county, about 10 miles 
northeast of Port Gibson, the county seat. Population in 1900, 21. 

Humphreys, Benjamin Grubb, was born Aug. 26, 1808, at the 
Hermitage, Bayou Pierre, the home of his father, George Wilson 
Humphreys (q. v.). After the death of his mother in 1817, he 
was sent to the home of his grandfather Smith, in Kentucky, 
where he attended school. In 1821 to 1824, his education was con- 
tinued in New Jersey, under the care of his guardian, Dr. Hunt, 
of New York. He returned to the State by way of Cincinnati, and 
was a clerk in a store at Port Gibson until appointed to West 
Point in 1825, entering in the same class with Robert E. Lee. 
Unfortunately, however, he participated in a Christmas frolic that 
resulted in a riot and he and about 40 others were dismissed from 
the academy. Returning to his home in May, 1827, he took up the 
duties of overseer of his father's plantation, also studied law and 
read extensively. March 15, 1832, he married Mary, daughter of 
Dugald McLaughlin, and established a home on the Big Black. 
His wife died three years later. As a Whig he represented Clai- 
borne county in the lower house of the legislature in 1838 and 
1839, and in the senate, 1840-44. Dec. 3, 1839, he married Mildred, 
daughter of J. H. Maury, of Port Gibson. In 1846 he began a 
new home in Sunflower county, where, in 1861, he organized a 
company known as the Sunflower Guards, which proceeded to 
Virginia, together with other companies, without waiting for the 
State organization. He was commissioned captain May 18, 1861, 
and his company became a part of the 6th, afterward known as 
the 21st regiment, of which he was commissioned colonel Sept. 11, 
1861. Humphreys took command of his brigade after the death 
of Gen. Barksdale at Gettysburg, and was promoted to brigadier- 
general. He served at CJiickamauga, Knoxville, and in the Wilder- 
ness and Richmond campaigns, and also in the Shenandoah val- 
ley, with Early, until disabled by a wound at Berryville, in Sep- 
tember, 1864. In February, 1865, he was given charge of a district 



closed. He was the first governor elected after the war, under 
the presidential reconstruction policy, but was ousted in 1868 un- 
der the congressional policy. He was afterward in business as an 
insurance agent at Jackson and Vicksburg, until he returned to 
his plantation in Leflore in 1877. He died at his plantation Dec. 
22, 1882, being survived by three sons and a daughter. 

Humphreys' Administration. Governor Humphreys was elected 
Oct. 2, 1865, by the Conservative party in the State, which opposed 
the admission of the freedmen to testify in the courts, though he 
favored such admission. About 43,000 votes were cast in the elec- 
tion, and he had a plurality of 3,300 over Judge E. S. Fisher, can- 
didate of the party that desired to cooperate more fully with 
President Johnson, but the real division of the peopl^ on the ques- 
tion at issue is obscured by the casting of nearly 10,000 votes for 
W. S. Patton, a third candidate. All the votes cast were by white 
men, qualified under the old laws of the State, who had also taken 
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the "amnesty oath" of allegiance to the United States, including 
support of the emancipation proclamation. 

The State officers elected at the same time were C. A. Brougher, 
secretary of state; Charles E. Hooker, attorney general; John H. 
Echols, treasurer; Thomas T. Swann, auditor. 

The supremacy of the military power in the State was not aban- 
doned at any time during Gov. Humphreys' administration. Pro- 
visional Governor Sharkey was not relieved from duty altogether 
until two months after the inauguration of Humphreys. 

The legislature met, as prescribed by the convention, Oct. 16, 
1865. The governor elect appeared before the two houses on the 
first day of the session ; after the vote was canvassed, and a brief 
address by Provisional Governor Sharkey, he delivered his inau- 
gural address and took the oath of office administered to him by 
Judge Sharkey, whereupon he was declared governor of the State 
of Mississippi. 

In his address Gen. Humphreys first discussed constitutional 
questions. He had "always believed that no one or more States 
could constitutionally sever the ties that unite the people of the 
several States into one people," but was not unmindful that a dif- 
ferent doctrine had been taught by some of the most illustrious 
patriots. "It is to be regretted that this school of politicians could 
not have found a better mode for solving the question than the 
arbitrament of war. But the question was thus referred, and has 
been decided against us by a tribunal from which there is no ap- 
peal." He declared the people of the State, "acknowledging the 
decision, desire to return to the Union and renew their fealty to 
the constitution of the United States. It has been officially re- 
ported from some quarters that our people are insincere, and the 
spirit of revolt is rampant among us;" but he thought it was suf- 
ficiently demonstrated that "the people of the South, who so long 
and against such terrible odds maintained the mightiest conflict 
of modern ages, may be safely trusted when they proffer more 
than a willingness to return to their allegiance. The South, hav- 
ing ventured all on the arbitrament of the sword, has lost all, save 
her honor; and now accepts the result in good faith." He thought 
the lesson of the war was that "freemen, once enlightened, will 
not submit to wrong or injustice — that sectional aggression will 
meet with sectional resistance, and that the price of political per- 
fidy is blood and carnage." On the question of vital interest, he 
said: "The State of Mississippi has already, under the pressure 
of the result of the war, by her own solemn act, abolished slavery. 
It would be hypocritical and unprofitable to attempt to persuade 
the world that she has done so willingly. It is due, however, to 
her honor, to show by her future course that she has done so in 
good faith, and that slavery shall never again exist within her 
borders, under whatsoever name or guise it may be attempted." 
Emancipation, he said, had imposed a great duty upon the State. 
"Several hundred thousand of the negro race, unfitted for politi- 
cal equality with the white race, have been turned loose upon so- 
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ciety; and in the guardianship she may assume over this race, 
she must deal justly with them, and protect them in all their rights 
of person and property. The highest degree of elevation in the 
scale of civilization to which they are capable, morally and intel- 
lectually, must be secured to them by their education and re- 
ligious training; but they cannot be admitted to political or social 
equality with the white race. It is due to ourselves — to the white 
immigrant invited to our shores — and it should never be forgot- 
ten — to maintain the fact that ours is and shall ever be a govern- 
ment of white men. The purity and progress of both races require 
that caste must be maintained ; and intermarriage between the 
races forbidden." 

Saying that work is fhe law of God, he urged legislation to pro- 
tect the colored plantation laborer from "the avarice, cupidity and 
injustice of his employer," and requiring the laborer to choose 
"some employment that will ensure the maintenance of himself 
and family." The governor suggested that the laborer be "com- 
pelled to comply with his contract, remaining and performing his 
proper amount of labor, day after day, and week after week, 
through the whole year ; and if he attempts to escape he should be 
returned to his employer, and forced to work until the time for 
which he had contracted has expired." He spoke with eloquent 
appreciation of the Mississippi citizen soldiers. "The Federal 
government has magnanimously thrown over the rebel soldier the 
mantle of oblivion for the past — but no pension from its coffers 
awaits him or his family — no homestead from its vast territories 
invites them to comfort and repose." Hence he urged that the 
State make generous provision for those in need. 

When the legislature was about to adjourn for the holidays, late 
in November, the governor sent in a message, urging legislation 
in compliance with the eighth section of the amended constitu- 
tion, requiring laws for "the protection and security of the person 
and property of the freedmen, as well as laws to "guard them and 
the State against any evils that may arise from their sudden eman- 
cipation." He said, "We must now meet the question as it is, and 
not as we would like to have it. The rule must be justice. The 
negro is free. Whether we like it or not, we must realize that fact 
now and forever. To be free, however, does not make him a citi- 
zen, or entitle him to political or social equality with the white 
man. But the constitution and justice do entitle him to protec- 
tion and security in his person and property, both real and per- 
sonal." The courts must be open to him ; if he were not allowed 
to testify in court, if his attorneys were not free to call witnesses 
irrespective of color, there would be "a denial of the most com- 
mon privilege of freedom — an ensnaring delusion — the merest 
mockery." Experience had shown during the days of slavery that 
justice was often defeated by the refusal to accept negro testi- 
mony, and the protection of society, as well as the protection of 
the freedmen, demanded that "the negro should be allowed and 
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required to testify for or against the white and black according: to 
the truth." 

But vastly more important, said the governor, was the need of 
laws to guard the freedmen and the State from the prevalent evils 
of vagrancy and pauperism, crime and misery. He said of the col- 
ored population: "Our rich and productive fields have been de- 
serted for the filthy garrets and sickly cellars of our towns and 
cities. From producers they are converted into consumers, and 
as winter approaches their only salvation from starvation and 
want is Federal rations — plunder and pillage." The care of the 
Freedmen's Bureau, he considered inadequate. "Many of the of- 
ficers connected with that Bureau are gentlemen of honor and in- 
tegrity, but they seem incapable of protecting the rights and 
property of the white men against the villainies of the vile and 
vicious with whom they are associated." The governor regretted 
that he was uninformed as to how long "this hideous curse — per- 
mitted of Heaven — is to be allowed to rule and ruin our unhappy 
people," the only assurance from President Johnson being that 
the troops would be withdrawn, when, in the opinion of the gov- 
ernment, they were no longer needed. In conclusion he recom- 
mended: admit negro testimony to the courts; encourage the 
freedmen to work for self-support by "laws assuring him of friend- 
ship and protection," tax him to support his own indigent and 
helpless, "with an iron will and the strong hand of power take hold 
of the idle and vagrant ;" "pass a militia bill that will enable the 
militia to protect our people against insurrection or any possible 
combination of vicious white men and negroes." 

Pursuant to the recommendations of the governor and of a com- 
mittee of the constitutional convention, the legislature enacted a 
series of laws concerning the freedmen which was known as the 
Black code of 1865 (q. v.). "It was such legislation as this, begun 
in Mississippi and adopted in other States, that led the radicals, 
when congress met in December, to set aside President Johnson's 
reconstruction measures. It gave them a pretext to subvert the 
partially reconstructed State governments and remand the South 
to despotic military rule." (Garner.) It was generally believed 
by the party dominant in congress that these laws indicated a dis- 
position to evade the emancipation of the negroes. This belief, 
however mistaken, rapidly united the Republican party on the 
proposition of universal suffrage, upon which it had been, there- 
tofore, seriously divided. Among the revenue measures of the 
legislature was a tax of $1 on each bale of cotton, and a tax of one- 
half cent per mile on persons traveling on railroads, which the 
railroad companies ignored, as the law was enrolled "one-half per 
cent per mile." Another act provided for an elaborate reorgan- 
ization of the militia, a "cadet gray" uniform being adopted. 

Memorials were adopted asking "Open the prison doors of Jef- 
ferson Davis! Let him breathe once more the air of personal 
freedom! Return him to the State of Mississippi! Make her his 
bondsman!" Another memorial asked that Jacob Thompson be 
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permitted to return from abroad and avail himself of the amnesty 
of the United States. 

To relieve debtors from distress the legislature passed a stay 
law, which was declared unconstitutional by the courts. Appeals 
continued to come in to the governor from all parts of the State 
for relief of this nature. The governor said in his message of 
1866 that many creditors were heartless, and on the other hand 
many "injured debtors" were clothed in purple and fine linen. 
"Brave soldiers who periled life and lost all, are pursued by some 
slimy skulker from honor and duty who has saved his notes and 
accounts by hiding them with himself in a deserter's cave." The 
governor thought that morality and equity demanded an average 
and distribution of what had been saved from the wreck, but knew 
not by what rule the division could be made. The only remedy 
he could prescribe was "patient industry, strict economy and long 
suffering." He vetoed a bill to extend the stay of executions to 
four years. These attempts to relieve the distress indicate its 
severity. The destruction wrought by war in many counties was 
terrible. Some counties had not been invaded, and were not in 
such a deplorable condition, but the suffering was universal. As 
Hampton L. Jarnagin said of Noxubee county, it was scarcely 
touched by the enemy, "but our own army had to be fed, and our 
mules, cattle and horses were taken to support our own army. 
. . . we were reduced to absolute want, almost, and had not 
stock to cultivate the land." Besides, for three or four years after 
the war there was an almost continuous failure of the cotton crop; 
much mischief was done by the army worm, and in 1870 there was 
a destructive drought. 

The Freedmen's bureau in Mississippi was instructed that the 
State laws would not be recognized as valid if they denied freed- 
men the right to lease farm lands, and an investigation was or- 
dered by Gen. O. O. Howard, head of that bureau. After the legis- 
lature adjourned in December, Gov. Humphreys sent Judges 
William Yerger and A. M. Acker to Washington to lay the laws 
before the president, and they were assured by Mr. Johnson that 
none of the acts would be nullified except by the courts of law. 
In December, 1866, the governor applied to Gen. Wood for per- 
mission to use the militia to enforce the law prohibiting freedmen 
from bearing arms. This Gen. Wood refused, believing the gov- 
ernor was misled in fearing a general insurrection of the negroes 
on Christmas day, and regarding the State law as unjust and un- 
constitutional. He was sustained by the president, and Gov. 
Humphreys ordered the militia not to attempt to enforce the 
statute. 

As has been noted (War of 1861-65), the face of the records in- 
dicate that in Mississippi more negroes were enlisted in the United 
States army in the four years 1861-65 than were white men in the 
Confederate army. After the 16th corps was mustered out at 
Vicksburg, Aug. 1, there were left in the State 39 white commis- 
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sioned officers, and 1,071 enlisted men ; while the negro soldiers 
retained in service numbered 9,122 officers and men. 

These troops were used by the United States army to garrison 
and preserve order in the State, as the white soldiers were anxious 
to return to their Western homes. A situation resulted wherein 
negroes, recently slaves, went about armed and asserted author- 
ity over and humiliated their former masters. It was impossible 
that they could perform the duties assigned them, without excit- 
ing resentment in white people, and resistance from the impulsive 
element. 

As early as August, 1865, President Johnson informed Governor 
Sharkey that the government did not mean to humiliate the peo- 
ple of the South, and would cease the use of negro troops as soon 
as possible. Gov. Humphreys represented to the president that 
the negro garrisons "did infinite mischief by misrepresenting the 
purposes and intentions of the State government, and by circulat- 
ing reports among the freedmen that the lands would be divided 
among them, and by advising them not to work for their late mas- 
ters." He said, "I have yet to learn that United States troops are 
needed in Mississippi to restore order. On the other hand, I have 
found them a disturbing element, a nuisance, and a blighting curse 
to the quiet and happiness of both races." The governor sent a 
special commission to Washington on this subject, the legislature 
memorialized the president, and "the president was deluged with 
representations of this nature from private citizens." Gen. 
Thomas J. Wood, who succeeded Slocum Nov. 14, 1865, found it 
necessary to order some of his white officers to refrain from dab- 
bling in cotton deals, and to endeavor to prevent friction between 
the negro troops and white citizens and militia. In January, 1866, 
he recommended the mustering-out of seven negro regiments. 
This was ordered, but soon countermanded, the regiments to be 
employed for the repair of the river levees. Though not used in 
that work, they remained in the service until a second order of 
muster-out was issued in March. In the following month the 
other regiments were mustered-out, and by May 20, 1866, no ne- 
gro troops remained. At the same time, in February, Gen. Wood 
had abolished the district organization of his department, requir- 
ing all post commanders to report to him at Vicksburg. 

In March, 1866, congress passed the Civil Rights bill, which 
was followed by supplemental laws, and the 14th amendment. 
The conflict between President Johnson and the Congress then 
began to be open and acute. (See Reconstruction.) 

In August, 1866, Mississippi passed from the importance of a 
military department to a district, with a garrison of five companies 
at Vicksburg, and one each at Natchez, Jackson and Grenada. Gen. 
Wood received the compliments of the newspapers for his kind- 
ness and consideration. At the same time he firmly insisted that 
there must be no discrimination in the courts between whites and 
blacks, and he reported that under the act of congress, May 11, 
1866, providing for the transfer of cases involving racial conflict 
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to the United States courts, and by equitable decisions in the 
State courts, "substantial justice is now being administered 
throughout the State by the local judicial tribunals to all classes 
of persons, irrespective of race or color, or antecedent political 
opinions." It was true, he said, that many crimes had been com- 
mitted by the vicious and criminal upon the weak, and that those 
crimes have in many cases gone unpunished," but in view of the 
great social convulsions of war and emancipation, through which 
the State had passed, "it should not, perhaps, be a matter of sur- 
prise that so many outrages and crimes occur and go unpunished, 
but rather a matter of marvel that so few occur." 

By proclamation August 15, 1866, Gov. Humphreys called the 
legislature to meet in special session Oct. 15. Oct. 16 his message 
declared "a general exigency, resulting from the altered and de- 
ranged condition of our federal relations at the termination of 
the late civil war" demands further attention. The removal of 
negro troops and the placing of the Freedmen's bureau under the 
control of officers of the regular army were subjects of congratula- 
tion. "The white race is thus relieved from the insults, irrita- 
tions and spoiliation to which they were so often subjected, and 
the black race from that demoralization which rendered them 
averse to habits of honest industry, and which was fast sinking 
them in habits of idleness, pauperism and crime. Both races are 
now settling down in business life and cultivating those senti- 
ments of mutual friendship and confidence so essential to the 
prosperity and happiness of both." 

He was still disposed to regard the opposing political policies 
in the North as "fanaticism," saying, "it still overshadows our 
land with all its portentous blackness." The congressional delega- 
tion had been refused- seats, and "the Radical congress has en-, 
acted laws and proposed amendments to the constitution which, 
if adopted, will destroy the rights of the States and of the p.eople, 
and centralize all the powers of government in the Federal Head." 
Concerning the policy of the President, he declared that "the brave 
soldiers who boldly marched up to the battle line and fought for 
the Union," were supporting Johnson, a misapprehension that 
doubtless helped prolong the struggle of the Mississippi leaders 
against the policy of Congress. Warning against this error had 
been given by General Alcorn as early as 1865. As chief magis- 
trate of the State, Governor Humphreys said he had "sedulously 
avoided all collision with the Federal power and yielded obedient 
acquiescence in every case of usurpation and wrong inflicted upon 
our citizens by the Federal authority." But in transmitting the 
Fourteenth amendment, he said that it was adopted by congress 
in palpable violation of the rights of more than one-fourth of the 
States, because all the States were not in congress at the prelim- 
inary passage, and was "such an insulting outrage and denial of 
the equal rights of so many of our worthiest citizens who have 
shed lustre and glory upon our section and our race, both in the 
forum and in the field, such a gross usurpation of the rights of 
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the State, and such a centralization of power in the Federal gov- 
ernment, that I presume a mere reading of it will cause its rejec- 
tion by you." Of the Civil Rights law, he declared that it "can- 
not be received as a rule for your guidance. ,, But he suggested 
a "relaxation of the rigidity of our laws," meaning the negro code 
of 1865. "Public justice to both races demand the admission of 
negro testimony in all cases brought before the civil and criminal 
courts. And now that the negro has shown a confiding and 
friendly disposition toward the white race, and a desire to engage 
in the pursuits of honest labor, justice and honor demand of us 
full protection to his person and property, real and personal." 

The reports of the auditor and treasurer for October, 1865, to 
October, 1866, showed receipts, in United States currencv, of 
$590,048; disbursements, $507,086; leaving a balance of $61,962, of 
which $60,000 was receipts under an act of 1865 for the relief of 
wounded and disabled soldiers, and $1,250 was internal improve- 
ment fund. 

Of worthless or dubious paper, the treasury contained $780,277 
Confederate States notes, $13,000 Mississippi military money, 
$81,000 Auditors change warrants, $528 cotton money ; $46,000 in 
railroad bonds and stock belonging to the Three per cent fund; 
$720,000 railroad stock belonging to the Internal improvement 
fund, and $200,000 railroad bonds belonging to the Chickasaw 
school fund. One road, the New Orleans road, owed over $650,- 
000 to these funds. 

Suit had been brought against all the defaulters to the State 
treasury except the late treasurer himself, M. D. Haynes, in whose 
case action was prevented by loss of many of the papers showing 
his indebtedness. Haynes' shortage was afterward determined as 
$61,962, and must have arisen during the war. 

The governor recommended greater provision for destitute sol- 
diers and families, to the amount of one-fifth of the entire revenue 
of the State. This was enacted. 

Jan. 24 the governor sent in another message. See Railroads, 
A. & M. college. 

This legislature incorporated 22 manufacturing companies, in- 
cluding oil and turpentine industries and the famous Mississippi 
company at Wesson. It also incorporated a Mississippi lottery 
company at Vicksburg, and authorized lotteries in behalf of va- 
rious public institutions. The first session, 1866, provided for a 
commission to visit Washington and seek the release of Jefferson 
Davis. Giles M. Hillyer and Robert Lowry were selected by the 
governor for this office. The governor reported Jan. 24, 1867, 
"They failed in obtaining the object of their mission, and Mr. 
Davis is still confined in Fortress Monroe, awaiting his trial." 
He recommended "as an act of justice, duty and affection, that an 
adequate sum be appropriated by Mississippi to defray the ex- 
penses necessary to procure to our grand vicarious sufferer a fair 
constitutional trial." Bills to appoint counsel passed both houses 
under suspension of rules. The bill to appropriate $20,000 was 
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epposed in the senate by a minority, who sought to change the 
appropriation to the benefit of soldiers' widows and orphans, but 
passed, 15 to 7. Mr. Davis was admitted to bail three months 
later, and never tried. The State paid the attorneys appointed 
$20,000. Charles O'Connor, of New York, was one of the counsel 
engaged. . In a letter to Gov. Humphreys, May 27, 1867, he stated 
the general judgment that the prosecution was at an end, and that 
he had cashed the draft for $3,000 sent him by Mississippi, and 
would draw for a balance of $1,720. 

There followed the Military Reconstruction act of March, 1867 
(See Reconstruction), under which Gen. E. O. C. Ord, a native of 
Maryland, a West Pointer, and a prominent officer in the Missis- 
sippi campaigns of 1862-63, was assigned to military command in 
Mississippi, with powers similar to those previously exercised by 
Gen. Osterhaus and Gov. Sharkey. Gov. Humphreys was undis- 
turbed, and early in April Gen. Ord was his guest at Jackson while 
he visited the public institutions and gathered information regard- 
ing the situation. But the general assumed the functions of en- 
forcing obedience to the civil government, and exercised the right 
of removing and appointing civil officers, but displaced none except 
in cases where they were tried and convicted by military commis- 
sion. Bedause of the confusion and uncertainty incident to the 
change of policy, many officials resigned and some citizens refused 
to pay their taxes to the civil government. The General pro- 
claimed that the reconstruction acts recognized the civil govern- 
ment, that officials would be held to a strict accountability, that 
citizens must assist in the maintenance of order and pay taxes as 
usual for the support of the civil government. Civil officials were 
ordered to enforce the laws, "so as to obviate as far as possible the 
exercise of military authority." 

Notice was given that there would be no elections until there 
had been a registration of voters under the Reconstruction act. 
Under the act of congress of July 19, 1867, he was required to re- 
move all "disloyal" persons from office, and he gave notice accord- 
ingly that open opposition by officials to the reorganization on the 
basis of suffrage without regard to color would be cause for re- 
moval. The municipal officers in Vicksubrg were removed, and 
several local officers in Choctaw, Kemper, Holmes, Neshoba and 
Washington counties, in all about 25. He made about 70 appoint- 
ments to local office, one of them being Isaiah T. Montgomery, 
(q. v.), as justice of the peace, "probably the first negro in the 
State to hold a public office." He stayed the sale of lands to satisfy 
judgments, for protection of the struggling planters. He policed 
the towns rigidly to prevent the ravages of fever. He peremptor- 
ily forbade all discrimination against the freedmen in the adminis- 
tration of justice. "The legislature was in session when he assumed 
command, and although he did not disperse it as he did the Arkan- 
sas legislature, such of its acts as were not conducive to the suc- 
cess of the congressional policy, as he understood it, were not 
permitted to be enforced. . . . Verdicts of juries and judg- 
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ments of courts, in a few instances, were set aside or modified." 
(Garner's Reconstruction.) His interference with the judicial au- 
thorities led to the resignation of the High court, whereupon he 
made appointments to fill the vacancies. 

The military punishment of imprisonment at the Dry Tortugas 
was inflicted upon several persons convicted of horse stealing, a 
prevalent form of crime that the post commanders suppressed with 
mounted men. One Newton county man was sentenced to three 
months at the Tortugas on the charge of "disloyal utterances and 
deterring negroes from registering." In all 41 cases were tried 
by military commissions, nearly all cases of horse stealing. (Gar- 
ner, p. 169.) The arrest of Col. McCardle (q. v.) was a famous 
instance of repression of newspaper opposition to the reconstruc- 
tion laws. 

The registration of voters under the Reconstruction acts was the 
duty of the military commander, who put this work in the 
hands of a board of four officers, April 15, 1867. Garrisons of 80 
to 250 men were stationed at 13 principal towns to protect the reg- 
istration. There was a board of three registrars in each county, 
composed of those who could swear they had never voluntarily 
borne arms against the United States, aided or encouraged hostil- 
ity, or held any office under the Confederate States. Consequent- 
ly the registrars were mostly freedmen, army officers and ex-Union 
soldiers who had settled in the State. In order to be registered as 
a voter, in addition to the qualifications of age and residence, an 
affidavit was required that the applicant had never held office under 
the United States, or legislative, executive or judicial office under 
the State, taking an oath to support the constitution of the United 
States, and subsequently had engaged in insurrection or given aid 
or comfort to the same. This disqualified most of the prominent 
white citizens, even those disposed to go all the way with congress. 
Members of the secession convention were excluded, but militia 
and municipal officers, commissioners of public works, directors 
of State institutions, or banks and corporations and conscripts 
forced into service, were not disqualified. 

Early in September the registration was 46,636 whites and 60,- 
167 colored. Thirty-three of the 61 counties showed negro major- 
ities. This was a startling demonstration of the situation which 
led to the horrors of negro rule. 

Oct. 15, 1867, a convention of "Constitutional Union men" met 
at Jackson, in which, however, only a few counties were repre- 
sented. This body published an address Dec. 12, declaring that 
the Southern States were doomed to be African provinces, and 
calling on the white people to refrain from voting for delegates to 
the proposed constitutional convention. On the other hand A. G. 
Brown, Ethelbert Barksdale. Judges Watson, Campbell and Yer- 
ger, John J. McRae, and Fulton Anderson, were prominent advo- 
cates of the policy of full recognition of citizenship. Brown was 
not even opposed to negro suffrage, if it should come at the rig-ht 
time, by the right men, in the right way. Judge Campbell said, 
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"I agreed with Mr. Barksdale, who favored a prompt acquiescence 
on the part of our people, and to make the most of the situation 
and form an alliance with the negroes politically by a full recogni- 
tion of their rights to vote and hold office, acquire ascendency over 
them, and become their teachers and controllers instead of allow- 
ing the Republicans to do so." (Boutwell report, p. 937.) Harris 
and William Yerger were members of the State Central Recon- 
struction club at Jackson, with branches over the State. 

The Republican party held its first convention in the State at 
Jackson, Sept. 10, the delegates being freedmen, election regis- 
trars, bureau agents and recent Northern immigrants. It de- 
clared for the reconstruction law, free education of all children and 
unrestricted franchise. 

The movement to dissuade the whites from voting in the latter 
part of November on the question of holding a convention and for 
delegates to the same, proved to be popular. The total registra- 
tion was 139,327, and only 76,016 votes were cast. Nevertheless, 
the vote for a convention was 69,739, a majority of the registration, 
and the vote against was 6,277. The convention was ordered to 
meet in January. This work completed, Gen. Ord gave way to 
Gen. Alvan C. Gillem, who had been the subordinate officer in 
command of the State. He was a native of Tennessee, a personal 
friend of President Johnson, and had been conspicuous in the 
reorganization of his home State. 

The people of the State were in distress because of failure of the 
cotton crop in 1866 and 1867, and considerable relief had been ex- 
tended (see Freedmen's Bureau). Gen. Gillem's efforts to di- 
vorce the freedmen from dependence on government support had 
the effect of firmly establishing confidence between the negro 
laborers and white landholders, and the first abundant crop since 
1860 was produced in 1868. Gillem somewhat relaxed the rigors 
of military rule, but exercised plenary powers. He removed a 
considerable number of local officers under the act of congress, 
and made about 230 civil appointments. He made appropriations 
for the regular support of the State government, the legislature 
not being allowed to meet, proclaimed a law against the carrying 
of concealed weapons and created boards of arbitration to settle 
labor disputes. (See Garner's Reconstruction, pp. 182-86.) The 
penitentiary he leased to Edmund Richardson. 

Dec. 9, 1867, Gov. Humphreys issued a proclamation stating 
that information had been received by him and at department 
headquarters indicating fear of "combinations and conspiracies" 
on the part of negroes to "seize lands and establish farms," if con- 
gress did not arrange "a plan of division." Popularly, the talk 
was of a "Christmas insurrection." When this was investigated 
by the constitutional convention of 1868, Gov. Humphreys said 
his information was mainly derived from Gen. Ord, who referred 
the committee to Gen. Gillem, who replied that giving the infor- 
mation desired was "incompatible, etc.," and declared he never 
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had believed any insurrection was contemplated. (A. H. Stone, 
Miss. Hist. Publ. IV, 187). 

The constitutional convention assembled at Jackson Jan. 9, 1868, 
and adjourned May 17. (See Const. Conv. of 1868.) The consti- 
tution which was objectionable, aside from the suffrage require- 
ment, on account of restrictions of citizenship operating against 
the white population, was submitted to the people at an election 
beginning June 22, for which regulations were made by Gillem. 

As State, district and county officers were to be elected at the 
same time, nominations were made by the political parties. The 
Republican State convention met at Jackson Feb. 15, and nomi- 
nated for governor Gen. Beroth B. Eggleston, a native of New 
York, lately of the Union army, and a full white ticket, against 
which there was. some protest from the colored population. Pres- 
idential electors were also nominated, all but one of whom were 
"carpet baggers." 

Jan. 16, a convention of conservatives at Jackson, adopted the 
name of the Democratic White Man's party of Mississippi, and 
demanded political supremacy of the white race. Feb. 19 another 
convention of the Democratic party met at Jackson with a large 
attendance and remained in session three or four days. It was the 
object to unite the white voters as far as possible in protest against 
the convention, which was declared to be without constitutional 
authority, the delegates not being elected by the qualified voters 
of the State, but by negroes destitute alike of the moral and intel- 
lectual qualifications required of electors in all civilized countries, 
combined with a small majority of white adventurers from other 
States; that the acts of the latter class demonstrated them to be 
the enemies of the people of the State, who had constituted it 
from its territorial infancy to the present time. The framing of 
the constitution was charged to be a fraudulent pretense to cover 
the wicked conspiracy of these adventurers to degrade the people, 
rob them of their liberty, destroy the social status and put them 
under the yoke of a negro government. A committee of five is- 
sued an address to the people April 27, and the convention re-as- 
sembled May 12 and nominated Gov. Humphreys for reelection, 
and a full State ticket, but no national ticket, as Gen. Gillem was 
not authorized to order an election of presidential electors. 

As the campaign opened Gen. J. Z. George addressed a letter to 
the public which was printed everywhere and had great effect. 
The policy of inaction gave way to one of intense effort to defeat 
the adoption of the proposed constitution, the proscriptive features 
of which were repulsive to people of judgment everywhere, with- 
out regard to party. The campaign, says Garner, "has certainly 
never been surpassed in enthusiasm and determination except by 
the great contest of 1875. " The Democratic canvass was under the 
direction of Chairman John D. Freeman, former attorney-general 
and congressman. 

Early in June the excitement was greatly increased. By direc- 
tion of the president Gen. Gillem turned over his command to 
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Gen. Irwin McDowell, remembered as the Union commander at 
the first battle of Manassas, 1861. He was in command in Missis- 
sippi June 4 to July 4. Early in June he issued an order for the 
removal from office of Gov. Humphreys and Attorney-General 
Hooker, on the charge of obstructing the enforcement of the re- 
construction laws. Adelbert Ames, lieutenant-colonel of one of 
the regiments on duty in the State, was appointed provisional gov- 
ernor, and Capt. Jasper Myers, U. S. A., was ordered to perform 
the duties of attorney-general. Ames at once went to Jackson 
and notified the governor of his appointment, and awaited the gov- 
ernor's convenience in carrying out the order. Several days later 
Gov. Humphreys replied that he regarded the proposed removal 
as an usurpation and in violation of the constitution of the United 
States, and that President Johnson, in answer to his appeal, had 
disapproved the order. "I must therefore, in view of my duty to 
the constitutional rights of the people of Mississippi, and the dis- 
approval of the President, refuse to vacate the office of governor, 
or surrender the archives and public property until a legally qual- 
ified successor under the constitution of Mississippi is appointed." 
On the next day, June 15, 1868, the governor was forcibly ejected 
from his office in the capitol, by Col. Biddle, post commandant at 
Jackson. Provisional-Governor Ames also took possession of the 
governor's mansion, permitting the family of Governor Hum- 
phreys to remain for some days. The correspondence was renewed 
regarding the occupation of this official residence. July 10 Ames 
wrote: "You entirely ignore the reconstruction acts and the action 
taken by those empowered to act under them. I recognize no 
other authority. The feeling entertained not only by me, but by 
others, not to cause you any personal inconvenience has, through 
your action, ceased to exist. This controversy about the mansion 
can only terminate as indicated in my letter of yesterday/' The 
matter was turned over to Col. Biddle accordingly, and on July 
13 the governor and his family were marched out between the file 
of guards, leaving Ames in possession. (Garner, Reconstruction, 
215.) By this method was the civil authority overthrown by the 
military. The reign of the "carpet-baggers" was inaugurated, and 
with it came ignorance and cupidity in the public service. Thomas 
T. Swann was auditor of state Oct. 16, 1865, to Jan. 4, 1870, 
when he was succeeded by H. Musgrove. From the beginning of 
Swann's service until May 1, 1866, the receipts of the State treasury 
were $2,079,319; disbursements by warrants $296,285. May 1, 
1866 to May 1, 1867, receipts $916,122; disbursements, $555,627. 
May 1, 1867 to May 1, 1868, receipts, $429,551; disbursements, 
$576,975. May 1, 1868 to May 1, 1869, receipts $501,975; disburse- 
ments, $502,723; May 1, 1869 to March 1, 1870, receipts, $424,772; 
disbursements, $387,961. This shows a total receipt during the 
period of white control following the war, of $4,351,741. Of this 
amount there was received in uncurrent funds (Confederate, State 
and Cotton notes) $2,319,532. The total disbursements by war- 
rant were $2,267,488. The outstanding warrants March 1, 1870, 
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were $240,712. The expenditures in the four years and six months 
included $179,089 for legislature; $749,423 for courts, $177,000 for 
penitentiary; $153,000 for Lunatic asylum; $124,000 for the Uni- 
versity ; $30,000 for capitol repairs and expenses ; $45,000 for Blind 
institute; Indigent relief, $60,000; payment of interest on the 
Chickasaw school fund, $247,000. This was independent of the ex- 
penses of the two conventions, paid by their own levies. But it 
was a period, generally speaking, of paralysis of the civil govern- 
ment, a waiting time in which hardly all the necessary expendi- 
tures were undertaken. 

Under the tax laws lands were taken and sold to pay delin- 
quent taxes, with a privilege of redemption for two years, after 
which the auditor of state offered them for sale. Under the levies 
from 1862 down, there were many tracts of land taken for taxes. 
The official report January 1, 1871, showed 2,175,801 acres held 
subject to purchase, and 770,533 subject to redemption, and there 
were 382,990 acres for which no deeds had been filed with the au- 
ditor; aggregate, 3,329,324 acres, besides 3,518 town lots. 

Humphreys, Benjamin Grubb, congressman from the Third 
district of Mississippi, was born at Lucknow plantation in Clai- 
borne county, Miss., on August 17, 1865, a son of the late Briga- 
dier General Benjamin Grubb Humphreys and wife, Mildred Hick- 
man Maury. He comes of good patriotic stock, his paternal great- 
grandfather, Ralph Humphreys, having been colonel of a Virginia 
regiment in the Continental army in the War of the Revolution. 
Another ancestor, James Wilson, of Pennsylvania, was one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. The father had a com- 
mission in the Confederate army and from 1865 to 1868 was the 
governor of Mississippi, being forcibly removed from his office in 
the latter year by Brig.-Gen. Adelbert Ames of the United States 
army, who then became military governor. The mother is a mem- 
ber of the Maury family of Tennessee. The subject of this sketch 
received his preliminary education in the public schools and the 
high school under Prof. G. W. Smith, of Lexington, and then in 
1880 matriculated at the University of Mississippi. In 1882 he 
received the first Phi Sigma medal and in 1884, after completing his 
junior year, was granted an academic degree. Upon graduation 
Mr. Humphreys engaged in mercantile pursuits, first as a clerk and 
afterward as a traveling salesman, and from 1887 until 1891 was in 
business for himself. In the latter year he attended the law depart- 
ment of the State university, but although he was not graduated 
he was admitted to the bar. In January, 1892, he received an ap- 
pointment as superintendent of education of Leflore county, which 
office he held for four years. Later that same year the presidential 
electors of Mississippi selected him as messenger to deliver the 
electoral vote of that state. In 1895 he was elected district attorney 
for the Fourth Circuit court district of Mississippi and four years 
later was re-elected. When the Spanish-American War opened in 
1898 Mr. Humphreys raised a company at Greenwood and was made 
its first lieutenant. Governor McLaurin refused to accept his 




MISSISSIPPI 



907 



resignation as district attorney, giving him instead an indefinite 
leave of absence. His career as a soldier was limited to service with 
the Second Mississippi infantry in Florida, under Major-Gen. 
Fitzhugh Lee. In 1900 he first aspired to a seat in Congress, but 
was defeated by Patrick Henry, but two years later was nom- 
inated by the Democratic party and elected without opposition. 
Since that time he has been re-elected at each succeeding elec- 
tion. In a religious way he is associated with the Presbyterian 
church, being a deacon of the Greenville congregation, and frater- 
nally is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, the Knights 
of Pythias, the Knights of Honor and the Woodmen of the World. 
On October 9, 1889, at Biloxi was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Humphreys to Miss Louise Yerger, daughter of Major William 
and Lucy (Green) Yerger, of Greenville. Mrs. Humphreys is re- 
lated to Judge William Yerger, of the Mississippi High Court of 
Errors and Appeals. To Congressman and Mrs. Humphreys have 
been born two children — William Yerger and Mildred Maury. 

Humphreys, George Wilson, son of Ralph Humphreys (q. v.), 
was born in South Carolina, March 23, 1771, and died in Missis- 
sippi, December 15, 1843 (Goodspeed's Memoirs). The land rec- 
ords show that he purchased, during the Spanish period, an old 
English grant of 500 acres from William Vousdan. He was mar- 
ried, Jan. 17, 1792, to Sara, daughter of Maj. David Smith, from 
Tennessee, who was afterward distinguished as an officer under 
Gen. Andrew Jackson in the Creek war of 1813-14 and at New Or- 
leans. Another daughter of Maj. Smith was the wife of Gov. Run- 
nels. By his marriage Humphreys became the owner of another 
large tract of land that had been granted his wife, on which the 
historic home, the Hermitage, was built. Here were reared three 
sons and three daughters, from which the family in Mississippi 
and its connections are descended. 

He was captain of the Claiborne troop of cavalry, resigned in 
1805, and in 1806 was elected one of the representatives of the 
Jefferson district in the general assembly. He resigned the office, 
however, on account of the factional fight made by Secretary 
Mead. D. W. Brazeale, who saw the captain in behalf of the gov- 
ernor, wrote: "I have said everything to him on the subject of 
your letter that I thought was proper, but he seems determined to 
resign. He has such an aversion to confusion and contention that I 
believe he would almost as soon enter the infernal abodes as the 
doors of the house of representatives of this Territory under ex- 
isting circumstances." 

Humphreys, Ralph, obtained a survey order from the Spanish 
government in Natchez district, for 600 arpents on Bayou Pierre, 
in January, 1789. He was of a family that came from the north 
of Ireland to Virginia. His father, Ralph Humphreys, married a 
Miss Walker, related to Felix Walker of New Orleans. Ralph, the 
Natchez settler, married Agnes Wilson, a niece of the famous 
jurist, James Wilson, of Philadelphia. Ralph Humphreys was 
a patriot in 1775 and became a colonel in the Revolutionary army, 
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as related in Goodspeed's Memoirs (Vol. I, pp. 979,981). Two 
accounts of the migration are given in that work, from one of 
which it appears that during his absence in the United States 
service his wife sold their plantation in South Carolina, and came 
west by the Tennessee river route, and located at Grindstone ford, 
where he subsequently joined her, and died a few months later. 
In the other account it is said he migrated from Virginia by way 
of the Ohio river, and arrived at Grindstone ford Sept. 10, 1788. 
He had two sons, George Wilson and Ralph, the latter of whom 
died in youth. His widow married Daniel Burnet (q. v.). 

Hunt, a postoffice of Tishomingo county, 17 miles south of Iuka, 
the county seat. 

Hunt, Abijah. Mr. Hunt was a native of the State of New 
Jersey, came west to the Ohio in the capacity of a sutler in Gen. 
Wayne's army, and is said to have realized a small fortune while 
serving in that capacity. On the close of hostilities he came to the 
Natchez District, and engaged in extensive mercantile operations. 
On Feb. 28, 1800 Gov. Sargent requested the agents of the United 
States in the Chickasaw nation to protect and assist the riders of 
Mr. Abijah Hunt, (who had contracted to carry the mail from 
Natchez to Knoxville). He became the most extensive merchant 
in the Territory, owning stores and public cotton gins at Natchez, 
Washington, Port Gibson and on the Big Black. The original 
settlement at Greenville, where he lived, was first called Huntston 
or Huntsville in his honor. He was a man of high character, and 
by reason of his wealth and intelligence, exerted great social and 
political influence. He was a strong partisan and sided with the 
Federal party, and was known as a bitter opponent of George 
Poindexter, whose term as Delegate to Congress from the Terri- 
tory was then drawing to a close. He is said to have made use of 
expressions against Poindexter, which the latter could not submit to 
in the prevailing state of public sentiment, and a challenge passed. 
After evading the officers Mr. Hunt and Mr. Poindexter met across 
the river from Natchez, in the Parish of Concordia, about 300 yards 
below the house of Duncan McMillan, and on the grounds of Maj. 
Stephen Minor, about a mile above the port of Concord, the pres- 
ent Vidalia. This was on the morning of June 8, 1811. Mr. Hunt 
was attended by his friends Capt. E. Bradish and Elijah Smith, 
while his opponent's seconds were Capt. Wm. C. Mead and Lieut. 
Jos. R. Peyton. "Capt. Bradish won the word and gave it. Two 
pistol shots were heard, and Mr. Hunt received a wound in the 
abdomen, which in a few hours terminated his life." Mr. Poin- 
dexter was unharmed. The affair caused a great sensation by 
reason of the prominence of the parties, and the historian Claiborne 
says that Poindexter was for years forced to defend himself from 
the charge of having fired before the word was given by Capt. 
Bradish. Mr. Hunt seems never to have married and his extensive 
business interests passed into the hands of his nephew, David 
Hunt, who amassed a large fortune as his successor. 
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Hunter, a postoffice of Copiah county, 7 miles due west of Hazle- 
hurst, the county seat, and nearest railroad and banking town. 

Hunter, Henry, was granted 2,000 acres in the settlement of 
Bayou Sara Nov. 20, 1793, and 150 on the waters of the bayou; 
was alcalde of Bayou Sara district in the latter years of Spanish 
dominion. He was allied with the party headed by Col. Hutchins 
during the Sargent administration, and was elected as one of the 
representatives of Adams county in July, 1800, and made speaker 
of the house, the first legislative body in Mississippi territory under 
the dominion of the United States. He resigned from the legisla- 
ture in 1807. He was also sheriff of Wilkinson county, colonel of 
militia, and active in various capacities in that interesting period 
of Mississippi history. 

Hunter, Narsworthy. Mr. Hunter was granted a thousand 
acres on Cole's Creek, Sept. 1, 1795, by the Spanish government 
of the Natchez district. In 1797, when Commissioner Ellicott ar- 
rived, he was a captain in the militia organization of the district, 
formed in 1793, and afterward designed as a protection against the 
threatened attacks of citizens of the United States under the 
French flag. In 1797 Mr. Hunter appears to have taken an active 
part in the sudden burst of American enthusiasm that greeted the 
arrival of the American commissioner of limits. He drew up a pe- 
tition of the inhabitants, addressed to Ellicott, requesting him to 
intervene in their interests. He was selected by Ellicott to carry 
a message to the secretary of state, and came back with a commis- 
sion as inspector of the military posts on the east side of the Mis- 
sissippi. This probably related to the post at Chickasaw Bluffs, 
the only one of that description, which Lieut. Pope erected that 
fall, against the advice of the secretary of war. Ellicott doubted 
the genuineness of this commission, and, in his Journal, and in a 
letter printed in Sargent's Papers, makes a savage attack upon 
Hunter, in this connection, also saying that upon his return he was 
an ardent advocate of a military government of the district. J. 
F. H. Claiborne alludes to him as "an educated, polished and honor- 
able man, a native of Virginia." In 1799 he was sent to Philadel- 
phia by the committee opposed to Governor Sargent, and while his 
communications were doubtless somewhat partisan and exagger- 
ated, they display ability, and he was successful in enlisting such 
support in Congress that Mississippi territory was given a general 
assembly long in advance of the time at which it could be expected 
under the terms of the Ordinance of 1787. Under the supplemental 
act of 1800 he was elected delegate to Congress, by the general 
assembly which met in 1801, and was consequently, from Dec. 
7, 1801, the first representative in that body of the great region em- 
bracing the present States of Mississippi and Alabama. His ser- 
vice was cut short by death, March 1, 1802. On March 12, the 
House resolved that the speaker notify the governor of Mississippi 
territory of the death of Narsworthy Hunter, delegate from said 
territory. 
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There was a younger Narsworthy Hunter, commissioned captain 
of Mississippi militia during the Baton Rouge troubles in 1810. 
Huntlo, a postoffice of Yazoo county. 

Huntsville, a post-hamlet in the southeastern part of Montgomery 
county, about 18 miles from Winona, the county seat. It has a 
church. Population in 1900, 76. 

Hurley, a post-hamlet in the east-central part of Jackson county, 
about 20 miles north of Pascagoula, the county seat. Population 
in 1900, 100. 

Huron, a post-hamlet in the southeastern part of Amite county, 
on the headwaters of the Tickfaw river, 15 miles southeast of 
Liberty, the' county seat. Population in 1900, 30. 

Hurricane of 1722. La Harpe, in his Historical Journal, mentions 
this terrible storm. He says: "On the 9th of September, 1722, 
la Loire and les Deux Freres set sail for New Orleans, but after- 
wards returned to Ship Island on account of the weather. On the 
11th, a violent hurricane commenced to blow in the morning from 
the southeast to the southwest, which damaged all the rice, corn 
and bean crops, and threw down a great number of houses, both at 
Fort Louis, Biloxi, and New Orleans. It sunk the ship TEpidule, 
three transports, and as many pirogues, and likewise damaged 
the ships Neptune and Santo Christo. . . . On the 23rd, M. 
de Bienville was informed that the ship le Dromedaire had rode 
out the hurricane at the mouth of the Mississippi, as well as those 
at Ship Island, without receiving any damage." This is a striking 
testimonial to the excellence of the harbor at Ship Island, even at 
this early day. This storm blew violently for three days, and 
wrought such havoc to crops as to cause great distress. An urgent 
letter was dispatched to directors of the companies in France, de- 
manding of them further supplies. 

Hurricane Creek, a post-hamlet in the extreme northeastern 
corner of Clarke county, about 25 miles from Quitman, the county 
seat. Population in 1900, 35. 

Hurst, a post-hamlet in the south-central part of Amite county, 
between the east and west forks of the Amite river, 9 miles south 
of Liberty, the county seat. Population in 1900, 25. 

Hurst, David Wiley, was born in what is now Amite county, 
Miss., July 10, 1819. His father, Richard Hurst, a sea captain, 
came from Norfolk, Va., in the Territorial period, and settled in 
the region then embraced in Adams county. David Hurst attended 
Davenport's school at Liberty, was at Hanover college, Ind., one 
term, but received his collegiate education mainly at Oakland col- 
lege. After reading law with James M. Smiley, he was admitted 
to the bar in 1843, after which he practiced three years at Bay 
St. Louis. Subsequently Amite county was his home until after 
the war. His father was representative from Amite county in 
1821-25, and he had the same honor in 1848. In the same year he 
was the Whig candidate for elector for his congressional district 
and made a joint canvass with James A. Ventress. In 1860-61 he 
opposed secession and voted against it as a member of the con- 
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stitutional convention; but he obeyed the majority in his State, 
raised a company of volunteers and was assigned to the 33d regi- 
ment of which he was elected colonel. At the battle of Corinth 
his horse was shot down, and, in the fall, he was so severely in- 
jured as to incapacitate him for further service. Upon the death 
of Justice C. P. Smith, of the supreme court, in 1863, he was elected 
to the vacancy, and was holding this office when all offices were 
declared vacant in 1865. Afterward he practiced for a short time 
at Vicksburg, but removed to Summit, where he resided until his 
death, July 10, 1882. Wiley P. Harris said of him that he attained 
the highest honors of his profession through real merit. "Straight- 
forward manliness and a certain nobleness and elevation of char- 
acter distinguished him." 

Hushpuckena, a post-hamlet in the northerri part of Bolivar 
county, on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 18 miles north of 
Cleveland, one of the two seats of justice for the county. Popula- 
tion in 1900, 46. 

Hustler, a hamlet of Amite county, 12 miles northeast of Liberty, 
the county seat. The postoffice here was discontinued in 1905, and 
it now has rural free delivery from Liberty. Population in 1900, 18. 

Houston, Felix, of Natchez, was a brother of Samuel Houston, 
and probably was born in the State of Virginia. He was in com- 
mand of the regular Texas army in January, 1837, and fought a 
duel with Albert Sidney Johnston, in which the latter was wound- 
ed. In the same year he returned to Natchez. 

Hutchins, Anthony, one of the most notable figures in the early 
history of Natchez district and Mississippi territory, was born in 
New Jersey about 1719, a brother of Capt. Thomas Hutch- 
ins. Some time before 1772 Anthony Hutchins was a planter in 
Carolina. He travelled into West Florida, probably attracted by 
his brother's services in that region, and in less than a year after- 
ward (Claiborne's history, p. 172), had settled permanently at the 
site of the Indian village of White Apple, 12 miles from Natchez. 

According to the narrative in Spark's Memoirs of Fifty Years, 
Anthony Hutchins and family and neighbors, with their negroes, 
moved over the mountains, when the war was inevitable, from 
the Santee Hills to the Holston river, where they built a fleet of 
flat boats from the forest, to convey themselves, their negroes, 
live stock and provisions down the rivers. At Mussel Shoals on 
the Tennessee, they were attacked by the Chickamauga pirates, 
and one of the boats, loaded with hogs, was abandoned. In the at- 
tack Anthony Hutchins was wounded. They floated on northward 
to the Ohio, then down to the place afterward known as New 
Madrid, where, after a brief stop they were alarmed by information 
that the mongrel inhabitants were preparing to kill them for their 
property. Slipping away in the night, they did not stop till they 
reached the mouth of Cole's creek, whence they moved to the St. 
Catherine's. 

Mr. Hutchins represented the District of Natchez in the as- 
sembly of West Florida at Pensacola in 1778. During the subse- 
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quent troubles he was at times the virtual governor of the district 
In an address to the inhabitants in 1798, when he was asserting 
the office of agent of the district, in association with the Commit- 
tee of Safety, he wrote: "I have lived in this country more than 
twenty-five years, and a part of that time it was my lot to preside 
in all things civil and military, and it hath been well ascertained 
that I never spared either pains or expense in organizing the coun- 
try, regulating the course of judicature, attending to the adminis- 
tration of justice, and in composing the minds of the people." 

In 1778 Mr. Hutchins was visited by members of the Willing 
expedition and because of loyalty to Great Britain was carried 
to New Orleans as a hostage for the neutrality of the district. 
Returning, he was active in organizing the district to repel Wil- 
ling by force of arms, and participated in a skirmish with a party 
of Willing's troops that caused the death of several of them. As 
told by old Tony, the famous body servant of Col. Hutchins 
(W. H. Sparks, Memories of Fifty Years, p. 307-8), one of the 
wounded was the lieutenant who had interfered to save the col- 
oners home from plunder at the time of the arrest. When he was 
taken to the house, the colonel's wife knew him, "and she cried 
mightily about his being shot. Well, he talk plenty about his 
wife and modder, and Miss Alice's modder (daughter of the col- 
onel) nurse him ; but he died, and his grave's yonder wid ole massa 
and missus." 

On account of the part taken by Anthony Hutchins against 
Willing, Peter Chester, governor of West Florida, and his council, 
appointed him "Major in the provincial regiment w r ith the rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel," and the House of Assembly of the Province 
unanimously resolved, "That the thanks of the House should be 
presented to Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchins for the extraordinary 
'Zeal and indefatigable activity he showed at the critical time when 
the Rebels attempted to take full possession of the Natchez dis- 
trict for his having been the principal means of recalling the In- 
habitants to their Duty of Allegiance to His Majesty and thereby 
preventing that valuable country from falling under the Subjection 
of the Congress/ " (Pub. Miss. Hist. Soc, III, 280). 

In 1781 he took a leading part in the uprising against Spanish 
dominion, during the siege of Pensacola, and when the Spanish 
enforced their conquest he was marked for punishment, but after 
staying in hiding for a while he managed to escape with some com- 
panions, most of whom were killed or wounded in an ambush. 
(See Claiborne, pp. 131-32.) Finally reaching Savannah, he sailed 
to London, and remained several years, it is said, until by the 
influence of friends at New Orleans and the great English mer- 
chant, William Panton, he was permitted to return to his family 
and home in Natchez district. But he was not absent many years. 
The Natchez records show his presence in 1785-86. 

The claims by his representatives before the land agent in 1805 
(he then being deceased) show that he was granted 1,000 acres on 
Second creek Sept. 21, 1772, and 434 more in 1773. A claim was 
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also made to 1,000 acres on Second creek, based on a Spanish grant 
in 1788. After this he was granted land on the Mississippi river, 
800 acres in 1789 and 586 in 1790, and in the latter year also, 2,- 
146 on Cole's creek. 

Col. Hutchins next, when past 80 years of age, became conspic- 
uous during the stay of Commissioner Ellicott at Natchez in 1797- 
98. He was suspected by Ellicott of being so devoted to the Brit- 
ish interest, as to be favorably disposed toward foreign control of 
the Natchez district. He interposed when the Spanish governor 
was beseiged by the inhabitants, and was the leading member of 
the committee that made the convention of peace and neutrality. 
Apparently of his own will, he was not a member of the Permanent 
committee, but he presently attempted to dissolve it, and caused 
the election of the Committee of Safety. Throughout the remain- 
der of Ellicott's stay he bitterly opposed the influence of that gen- 
tleman in the affairs of the district. Ellicott did not appreciate 
Hutchins* feeling of primacy in the district, and the Colonel bit- 
terly resented the leadership assumed by the commissioner, whom 
he regarded as an interloper. He accused Ellicott of everything 
he could think of in the line of public character, but the writer has 
found no mention of the other accusations against Ellicott, over 
the signature of Anthony Hutchins. 

He strenuously urged against Ellicott in 1797-8 that the latter 
favored the English grants, but Colonel Hutchins appeared to be 
closely associated with some royalist friends, including Elihu Hall 
Bay, in asserting the validity of these grants. 

On file in the Mississippi archives is a letter from Colonel 
Hutchins to John Miller, Esq., Carolina Coffee House, Birchin 
Lane, London, dated Natchez, 25th January, 1799, enclosing his 
affidavits before Isaac Johnson, that he had not been during the 
year 1798, "following any other place or employment of profit, 
Civil or Military under His Majesty besides his military allowance 
as a Provincial Officer." He requested Miller, with whom he was 
associated commercially, to buy two tickets in the London State 
lottery, one for his wife, Ann Hutchins, and the other for his 
eight children, Samuel, John, Mary, Elizabeth, Nancy, Magdalene, 
Charlotte and Celeste Hutchins. "It is so long since a letter from 
you hath come to hand that I am and shall be at a loss to know 
how to write to you on the business of our consern, until I shall 
happen to receive one, for even such letters as may go safe to the 
U. States may lay in the Post Office unattended to, which probably 
may have been the case with some of yours to me. Things are 
very disagreeable here. Courts are not yet organized, nor do we 
know anything respecting lands, whether British grants for unoc- 
cupied lands will operate fully here or not, or whether Spanish 
grants on the same land will not bear the greatest weight. These 
are matters I suppose that will ere long be determined. One of the 
evasions respecting English grants is that Florida was in posses- 
sion of Spain when the Treaty between Britain and America was 
made and established. ,, 
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The history of this letter would be interesting. Possibly it was 
intercepted at New Orleans and the contents communicated to- 
Andrew Ellicott, whose own letters met the same fate at Natchez. 

After the arrival of Governor Sargent Colonel Hutchins was in 
opposition to the latter, for the reason, it is stated, that Sargent 
sought the advice of Ellicott. In this conflict he was more suc- 
cessful, and the movement, in which he was the main power, re- 
sulted in the territory having a house of representatives several 
years before it otherwise could have been expected. He was then 
a candidate for election to the house, and made the following state- 
ment, July 10, 1800, at Natchez, before Judge Bruin: "Whereas 
many vears past I bore a commission under His Britannic Majesty 
and afterward retired upon half pay, and became a subject to His 
Catholic Majesty, to whom I took an oath, of allegiance ; yet an- 
nually received my pension or allowance from the British pay 
office, although not a British subject; and this part of the country 
since having fallen within the jurisdiction of the United States 
by treaty of friendship, limits and navigation, I did, pursuant to- 
the proclamation of Governor Sargent, take the oath of allegiance 
to the United States and obtained a certificate thereof. And now 
be it known that on publication of the ordinance of Congress for 
the institution of an assembly in this Territory, having been so- 
licited by many of the most respectable inhabitants to offer myself 
a candidate at such election of representatives to sit and vote in the 
assembly for said Territory, and it being doubtful with some if 
such pension would not be against my eligibility, I did therefore, 
to satisfy the public (and of being useful to the community) agree 
to relinquish all right to such pension, and I do in virtue hereof 
exonerate, acquit and release the said British government from any 
further title or interest I have respecting such allowance or pen- 
sion or any other such claim whatsoever." 

He received a majority of votes, but his election was contested 
by Governor Sargent. 

Sept. 29, 1800, the speaker received this communication: "An- 
thony Hutchins being duly elected a member of the assembly for 
this county and being kept from his seat through malice and wan- 
tonness or other undue cause requests the consideration of the 
House whether he shall not take immediate possession of a seat 
in the assembly previous to the conclusion of a scrutiny now be- 
fore the House." He died about four years later. 

One of Col. Hutchins* daughters married Abner Green; another 
married William Vousdan, and a son married a daughter of 
Thomas M. Green, who was a kinsman of Cato West. Another 
daughter married Ferdinand L. Claiborne, father of the historian, 
J. F. H. Claiborne. 

Hutchins, Thomas, geographer — born in Monmouth, N. J., 1730 
— died at Pittsburg, April 28, 1789. Before he was 16 he entered 
the British army as ensign, and became captain and paymaster of the- 
60th Royal American Regiment. He was assistant engineer in the 
expedition of Gen. Henry Bouquet in 1764 in Ohio and took part 
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in the campaign against the Florida Indians. He was associated 
as surveyor with the British province of West Florida, including 
the Natchez district, previous to the Revolution. There is now 
held by Mrs.. Kate E. Hutchins, of Gulfport, a deed by "Thomas 
Hutchins, of the town of Pensacola and the province of West 
Florida, ... to Anthony Hutchins, of the District of the 
Natches, in the province aforesaid," for two thousand acres of land, 
about 16 miles from Fort Natchez, adjoining the lands of Jacob 
Winfree. This land was originally patented to Thomas Hutchins. 
The deed is dated at Pensacola, July 15, 1775, witnessed by Sam- 
uel Lewis and Elihu Hall Bay, and was recorded by Alexander 
Macullagh, deputy secretary of the province. The consideration 
was 1,000 Spanish milled dollars, of the value of 233 pounds, 6 
shilling and 8 pence sterling. But while Anthony was loyal to the 
British interest, Thomas took the side of the revolutionists. His 
devotion to the cause of American independence caused his arrest 
and imprisonment for 6 weeks in London, in 1779, on the charge 
of maintaining correspondence with Benjamin Franklin, then in 
France. He soon went to Charleston, S. C, where he joined Gen. 
Nathaniel Greene and received the title of "Geographer-General." 
He held the title of geographer of the United States after the Rev- 
olution under the Confederation, and made the first survey of 
townships in the Territory Northwest of the River Ohio, now east- 
ern Ohio, assisted by Winthrop Sargent. He was succeeded in 
eminence as a surveyor by Andrew Ellicott. In 1784, he published 
an "Historical Narrative and Topographical Description of Louis- 
iana and West Florida." He wrote of the region about Natchez: 
"The soil at this place is superior to any of the lands on the bor- 
ders of the river Mississippi, for the production of many articles. 
. . . The climate is healthy and temperate ; the country delight- 
ful and well watered ; and the prospect is beautiful and extensive, 
variegated by many inequalities and fine meadows, separated by 
innumerable copses, the trees of which are of different kinds, but 
mostly of walnut and oak. . . . The district of the Natchez, 
as well as all along the eastern bank of the Mississippi to the river 
Ibberville, was settling very fast by daily emigrations from the 
northern states, but the capture of the British troops on the Mis- 
sissippi, 1779, put an entire stop to it." And again "Though the 
quantity of good land on the Mississippi and its branches, from 
the Bay of Mexico to the river Ohio, a distance of nearly one thou- 
sand miles, is vastly great, with many conveniences attending it; 
so likewise we may esteem that in the neighborhood of the Natchez 
and of the river Yazou the flower of it all." Speaking of the Choc- 
taw and Chickasaw towns he says "The former is situated on the 
eastern branch of the Yazou, ah hundred miles from the mouth of 
that river, arid consists of nearly 140 warriors: the towns of the 
latter are about 15 miles west of the northwest branch 150 miles 
from the Mississippi. They can raise upward of 500 warriors. 
. . . The country in which the Choctaw and Chickasaw towns 
are situated, is said to be as healthy as any part of this continent, 
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the natives scarcely ever being sick. Such of them as frequent the 
Mississippi, leave its banks as the summer approaches, lest they 
might partake of the fevers that sometimes visit the low swampy 
lands bordering on that river." Again he says "twelve miles from 
the mouth of the Yazou, on the south side, are the Yazou hills. 
. . . Four miles further up is the place called the Ball Ground, 
near which a church, fort St. Peter, and a French settlement for- 
merly stood. They were destroyed by the Yazou Indians in 1729. 
That nation is now entirely extinct." Of Biloxi, 4ie says "Just 
opposite to Ship island, on the main land, is situated old Biloxi, 
in a small bay of the same name, behind L'Isle au Cheveruil, or 
Buck or Deer island. . . . There are still a few inhabitants 
at Biloxi, some of whom are the offspring of the original settlers. 
Their chief employment is raising of cattle and stock, and making 
pitch and tar; but the natives are very troublesome to them." 
Describing the country watered by the Pascagoula river, he says 
"The soil on this river, like all other rivers on the coast of West 
Florida, grows better the higher up you go; but even near the en- 
trance it is far from being bad. There are some good plantations 
on the east side, but here as well as all the way to the westward, 
the inhabitants are much molested by the natives, especially by 
the Choctaws who killed their cattle, etc." Of the harbor of Ship 
Island he says "it is a very convenient place for shipping the pro- 
duce of the rivers Pearl, Ibberville and Amit, and the lakes Maure- 
pas and Ponchartrain." Of the "Tombecbe" he says "The river is 
navigable for sloops and schooners about 35 leagues above the 
town of Mobille. . . . Several people have settled on this river, 
who find the soil to answer beyond their expectation." 

Hutchinson, Anderson, was a native of Greenbrier county, Va., 
where he was educated, becoming familiar with legal procedure 
while assisting his father who was clerk of the courts. On at- 
taining manhood he removed to Knoxville, Tenn., read law and 
gained admission to the bar, after which he practiced for some time 
as a partner of the celebrated William Kelly, at Huntsville, Ala. 
Moving, later, to Raymond, Mississippi, he became a partner of 
Henry S. Foote, who wrote of him that he did not excel as a speak- 
er, but was deeply read, possessed a sound and vigorous intellect, 
and was one of the most painstaking, persevering and industrious 
of office lawyers. Personally, he was a man of the greatest sim- 
plicity of manner, with unshaken faith in his fellow men, and hon- 
est in all his affairs. In 1840, in association with Volney E. How- 
ard, he published a digest of the laws, of which the legislature pur- 
chased 1,500 copies, and in 1848 he published his Mississippi code, 
which was received with general approval. About 1850 he re- 
moved to Texas, where he was honored with a seat on the supreme 
bench, but had not long held this under the early government 
when a body of Mexican raiders captured him and others while 
they were holding court, and confined him several months in the 
castle of Perote. On being released through the interposition of 
the American minister at the city of Mexico, Hutchinson returned 
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to Mississippi and resumed his partnership with Foote. He died 
in the year 1853. 

Hutson, a hamlet of Pike county, 8 miles east of Magnolia, the 
county seat. The postoffice here was discontinued in 1905 and mail 
now goes to Magnolia. 

Huxford, a postoffice of Hancock county. 

Iberville, Pierre le Moyne de, first Royal Governor of Louis- 
iana, was the third of eleven sons of the brave Charles le Moyne, 
Seigneur of Longueil, Lower Canada, all of whom were dis- 
tinguished soldiers of France. He was born at Montreal, July 
20, 1662, and entered the service of France at an early age. After 
a brilliant career in the wars with England and Holland, he re- 
turned to France in 1697 and was created a Knight of St. Louis in 
recognition of his eminent services. He took this occasion to urge 
upon the Court the necessity of prompt action in sending a fleet 
to the Gulf of Mexico to take possession and plant a colony in 
Louisiana, which had been neglected since the death of La Salle 
in 1687. Accordingly, orders were issued in 1698 by Louis XIV 
for the dispatch of an expedition of colonists to the Mississippi, 
of which D'Iberville was given the command with the title of 
Governor-General. France was now to play her part in the great 
game of strategy with Spain and England for the control of the 
Mississippi basin. Forts and settlements on the lower Mississippi 
and the . Gulf would provide Canada with a double outlet to the 
sea, and secure to France the free navigation of these waters, and 
the English colonies on the Atlantic would be hemmed in between 
the great French possessions of Canada and Louisiana. Spain, 
after two centuries of opportunity, had failed to seize the control 
of the lower Mississippi and had fastened her grasp on the islands 
and mainland farther to the south. France in actual possession 
could ignore her title based on early discoveries. The need of 
haste, however, was apparent; Spain was already in possession 
of the bay of Pensacola and engaged in establishing a colony there. 

The squadron under D'Iberville set sail from Brest on the 24th 
of October, 1698. It was composed of two frigates, the Marin 
and Badine, each carrying 30 guns, the former commanded by 
Compte de Surgeres and the latter by D'Iberville himself, and two 
smaller vessels, bearing nearly 200 colonists and a company of 
marines. Among the colonists were many women and children, 
the families of soldiers, who had been offered liberal inducements 
to join the expedition. There were also agriculturists and me- 
chanics, and a full supply of clothing and provisions and necessary 
implements had been provided. When they arrived in the bay 
called by the Spaniards Santa Maria de Galvez de Pensacola on 
January 28, 1699, they did not deem it prudent to remain in the 
harbor, as two Spanish frigates were already there, and the Span- 
iards had been engaged for the space of four months in planting 
their colony. Dlberville writes "This is certainly a most beauti- 
ful port equal at least to that of Brest, and has been lost to us by 
delay." After exploring the Bay of Mobile, and Dauphin, Horn 
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and Dog islands, they finally anchored on Tuesday, February 10, 
in the harbor north of Ship island, first called Surgeres, in honor 
of its discovery by that commander. Here DTberville learned from 
the Biloxi Indians of a large river to the westward, which they 
called the Malabouchia, and inferring that it was the Mississippi, 
he resolved to leave his vessels where they were safe and go in 
search of it. Meanwhile, on February 26, he had dispatched two 
feluccas in command of D'Sauvol to explore the Pascagoula ten 
leagues to the northeast. On Friday, the 27th, DTberville and his 
brother Bienville and a force of 51 men, part of whom were French 
Canadians embarked in two long boats for the purpose of explor- 
ing the coast to the west, and also to search out the entrance to the 
Mississippi with a view of ascending that stream and finding a 
favorable location for a settlement. He thus describes his discov- 
ery of the mouth of the Mississippi March 2: "At this moment 
we perceived a pass between two banks, which appeared like is- 
lands. We saw that the water had changed; tasted and found it 
fresh, a circumstance that gave us great consolation in that mo- 
ment of consternation. Soon after we beheld the thick, muddy 
water. As we advanced, we saw the passes of the river, three in 
number, and the current of the stream was such that we could not 
ascend it without difficulty, although the wind was fair and favor- 
able. . . . The coast consists of nothing more than two narrow 
strips of land, about a musket shot in width, having the sea on 
both sides of the river, which flows between these two strips of 
land, and frequently overflows them. . . . On Tuesday the 3rd, 
mass was performed, and a Te Deum sung in gratitude for our dis- 
covery of the entrance of the Mississippi river." Of this first voy- 
age up the river DTberville ascended more than 100 leagues to the 
village of the Houmas. Strange to say he was constantly assailed 
with doubts as to whether he was really on the Mississippi, and 
writes that "he is very much vexed at the Recollet (Narrative of 
Father Hennepin), whose false narratives (q. v.) had deceived 
every one and caused our sufferings and total failure of our enter- 
prise by the time consumed in search of things which alone existed 
in his imagination." All doubts, however, were finally settled 
when he found among the Bayagoulas Indians (the Quinipissas 
of La Salle and Tonty) a letter left by Tonty for La Salle, dated 
at the village of the Quinipissas April 20, 1686. An old suit of 
Spanish armour, a relic of De Soto's army, still further identified 
the river. On the return trip, Bienville, sent his brother down to 
the mouth to sound the passes, while he himself with a few com- 
panions returned to Ship Island by way of pass Manchac and 
lakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain. It had been the intention of 
D'Iberville to find a suitable place on the Mississippi to establish 
his colony, but, having failed to find one he proceeded to thorough- 
ly explore the shores in the vicinity of Ship island in search of a 
location. He selected an elevated site on the northeast shore of 
the Bay of Biloxi and there erected a fort, with log cabins for the 
colonies, which were finished by May 1st. DTberville having now 
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built a fort and founded a colony at the Bay of Biloxi, as the most 
convenient place to establish commercial relations with the In- 
dian tribes, the West India Islands, Mexico and Europe, returned 
to France. He returned the following year and built another fort 
on the banks of the Mississippi, on learning from Sauvolle that two 
English armed ships had entered the Mississippi to establish a 
colony on its banks. These ships sailed back to the Gulf on being 
informed that they were on the Mississippi, on which the French 
had established themselves, and therefore they were trespassers. 
On his return in January, 1700, D'Iberville brought with him sixty 
Canadian immigrants and a large supply of provisions and stores. 
He only remained a few days at the fort, and then proceeded to the 
Mississippi on another voyage of exploration. On his way up the 
river he selected the site for the new fort twenty-eight leagues from 
the mouth, and a short distance below the English Turn. After 
passing the Ellis cliffs he landed at the village of the Natchez, 
"the most civilized of all the nations," and concluded a treaty of 
peace with them on the 5th of March. He ascended the river 
above Grand Gulf and on his return superintended the completion 
of the fort near the mouth of the river. Bienville was placed in 
command with a force of 25 men. In May D'Iberville once more 
returned to France and did not come again to Biloxi until Decem- 
ber, 1701, when he once more brought a large amount of supplies, 
arms, etc., and a number of colonists. During his absence, Gover- 
nor D'Sauvolle had died of yellow fever, leaving Bienville to suc- 
ceed him as governor, and the colonists had been reduced by sick- 
ness to 150 in numbers. In 1702 war was declared by England 
against France and Spain, and the King of France ordered the 
headquarters of the governor to be removed to Mobile. Dauphin 
Island was used as a convenient station for the fleet and for many 
years it was an important point. In June, 1702, D'Iberville again 
returned to France, and when about to sail a fourth time for the 
Mississippi at the close of the year 1704, he was taken seriously 
ill at Rochelle, and was unable to leave France until the spring of 
1706. On reaching the West Indies, he attacked and captured the 
island of Nevis, and on arriving before Havana, the same year, he 
died of yellow fever after a short illness. The death of M. 
D'Iberville was severely felt by the colonists, and the more so, 
as during his long absence from the colony until his death, dissen- 
sions had arisen among the several colonial authorities which re- 
tarded its growth. 

Ibetoupas. See Indians. 

Ida, a postofnce of Prentiss county. 

Ideal, a postofnce of Perry county, 6 miles northeast of Hatties- 
burg, and about 12 miles north of New Augusta, the county seat. 

Igo, a postoffice in Lamar county, on the New Orleans & 
North Eastern R. R., 5 miles northeast of Purvis, the county seat. 

Ihrie, a postofnce of Jefferson county, on Coles creek, 12 miles 
northwest of Fayette, the county seat, and nearest railroad and 
banking town. 
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Immigration and Agriculture. A State commissioner of immi- 
gration and agriculture was required by the constitution of 1869 
and by act of legislature in 1870, upon the urgent request of Gov. 
Alcorn, who said : "When we shall have taught our property own- 
ers more respect for the laborer's person and the laborer's rights 
when we shall have made wages recoverable by summary process ; 
when we shall have made the obtaining of small holdings more 
easy of accomplishment, and shall have secured the laborer, under 
equality before the law, in his enjoyment of personal independence, 
the sturdy workman of the North and of Europe will consider 
earnestly the question of coming to Mississippi. . . . Let us 
create the attractions for the emigration, and all the rest will fol- 
low spontaneously. Everything practicable in the promotion of 
immigration may be accomplished in that way; nothing worth at- 
tention in any other way." 

The commissioner of agriculture was of little value until after 
1876. (See Ames Adm.) The office was held by negroes and 
appropriations for its support were bitterly opposed. 

The work was revived after the organization in April, 1878, of 
the State board of immigration and agriculture. E. G. Wall, com- 
missioner, was president of the board, which included W. L. Hem- 
ingway, state treasurer, and H. C. Myers, secretary of state. Wall 
compiled a pamphlet, "The Resources, Conditions and Wants of 
the State of Mississippi," which was widely circulated through 
the railroads and the agents which the board secured in Western 
States. The railroads ran excursion trains bringing land seekers 
by the thousand. This effort was sadly embarrassed by the yellow 
fever in 1878. Wall acted as secretary of the Howard association 
at Jackson, and used his organization for the purpose of collecting 
and bringing from the Northwest fifteen car loads of provisions 
for the stricken population. 

The legislature in 1882 appropriated $25,000 for the department, 
for the ensuing two years, and re-organized the Board, which met 
in April, 1882, Gov. Robert Lowry, president. A handbook of Mis- 
sissippi had been published in several languages and given a wide 
distribution, in the West and in Europe, greatly to the benefit of 
the State. The board doubtless contributed to the good times of 
1880-83, when 1,000,000 acres of levee lands were sold, another 1,- 
000,000 of State lands, and 1,200,000 acres of swamp lands and 
United States lands. Besides, there were homestead entries of 
450,000 acres. The Commissioner arranged an exhibit at the Lou- 
isville exposition in 1883. The State took half the cotton premium 
money. 

Commissioner Wall resigned in 1886, and the bureau of immi- 
gration was abolished. George W. Carlisle, who succeeded as com- 
missioner, was the last to hold the office. A revival of the office 
was urged by Gov. Vardaman in 1906. 

The legislature responded by the creation of a Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce, and H. E. Blakeslee was appointed 
Commissioner by the Governor. 
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Important Laws. See various administrations, Banking, Levees, 
Internal Improvements, Finances, Briscoe Bill, Agriculture, Rever 
nue Agent, Liquor Laws, Money, Women, Penitentiary, Repudia- 
tion, etc., etc. 

• Improve, a post-hamlet of Marion county, 8 miles northeast of 
Columbia, the county seat, and nearest railroad and banking town. 
Population in 1900, 48. 

Ina, a post-hamlet of Simpson county, 12 miles southwest of Men- 
denhall. Population in 1900, 57. 

Increase, a post-hamlet of Lauderdale county, 12 miles southeast 
of Meridian. It has a money order postoffice. Population in 
1900, 53. 

Inda, a post-village in the northern part of Harrison county, on 
the Gulf & Ship Island R. R., 33 miles north of Gulfport, the 
county seat. McHenry station, 8 miles south by rail, is the nearest 
banking town. There is a large lumbering plant located here. 
Population in 1900, 186. 

Independence, a post-village in the northeastern part of Tate 
county, on Bear Tail creek, an affluent of Coldwater river, 10 miles 
east of Coldwater, the nearest railroad town, and 40 miles south- 
east of Memphis. It has two churches, a money order postoffice, 
several stores, and a good school. Population in 1900, 100. 

Indians. The primitive possessors of the greater part of the 
present domain of Mississippi were the three historic and powerful 
tribes of the Choctaws, Chickasaws and Natchez. In addition to 
these three important tribes, a number of smaller Indian tribes 
originally held considerable portions of the soil of Mississippi. 
According to the enumeration given by the eminent authority H. 
S. Halbert, there lived in the southern part of the State the 
Biloxis, the Pascagoulas, the Chozettas, the Mactobys and the 
Chatos; along the Yazoo river dwelt the tribes of the Chocchumas, 
the Tunicas, the Yazoos, the Ofogoulas, the Coroas, the Tapouchas, 
and the Ibetoupas. The great central expanse of the State was the 
home of the Choctaws; to their north lay the country of the 
Chickasaws, reaching far up and into western Tennessee; the 
Natchez Indians occupied a territory of moderate extent, on the 
Mississippi river, in the vicinity of the old town which has pre- 
served their name. 

Scholars assign the Choctaws and the Chickasaws to the 
Maskokian (also termed the Muskhogean, or Choctaw-Muskhogean) 
family of tribes, while the Natchez are assigned to a distinct 
linguistic family — the Natchesan — in which many of the best 
authorities such as Powell includes the Taensas ; some of the author- 
ities also unite with the Natchesan family, the tribes of the Pasca- 
goulas, Colapissas, and Biloxis. Halbert, however, argues that the 
Biloxis, and probably the Pascagoulas, are properly assigned to the 
Northwestern family known as the Siouan, or Dakotan, and Powell 
takes the same view. Speaking in general terms of the Musk- 
hogean, or Choctaw-Muskhogean family, it may be said to have 
occupied for many centuries prior to the coming of the white races 
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all that vast area of land extending from the Savannah river and the 
Atlantic west to the Mississippi river, and from the Gulf of Mexico 
north to the Tennessee river, with the exception of certain small 
areas in the possession of the Yuchi, Natchez, and some small 
settlements of Shawni. (Seventh Annual Report, Bureau of Eth- 
nology, p. 94, J. W. Powell.) On page 119, Archaeologia Ameri- 
cana, Gallatin terms this linguistic family, Choctaw-Muskhogee, and 
makes it include the Muskhogees proper, or the Creeks, who lived 
on the Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers ; the Hitchittees, living on the 
Chattahoochee and Flint rivers; the Seminoles of the Peninsula 
of Florida; and the Choctaws and Chickasaws of Mississippi and 
Tennessee. As given by Powell, the principal tribes of the family 
were the Alibamu, Apalachi, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek or 
Maskoki proper, Koasati, Seminole, Yamacraw, and Yamasi. 
Gatschet has thus described the Maskokian family: "Among the 
various nationalities of the Gulf territories the Maskoki Family of 
tribes occupied a central and commanding position. Not only the 
large extent of territory held by them, but also their numbers, their 
prowess in war, and a certain degree of mental culture and self 
esteem, made of the Maskoki one of the most important groups 
in Indian history. From their ethnologic condition of later times, 
we infer that these tribes have extended for many centuries back in 
time from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, and beyond that river, 
and from the Appalachian ridge to the Gulf of Mexico." (A. S. 
Gatschet, Creek Migration Legend, 1, 50, 1884.) . He further asserts 
that they caused much trouble to the English and French colonies, 
and some of the tribes constantly wavered in their adhesion be- 
tween the English and French cause. The American Government, 
after the Revolution, overcame their opposition easily, when neces- 
sary (Seminoles excepted), as the various tribes were never able 
to successfully unite. The two main branches of the stock, the 
Creek and Choctaw Indians, were constantly at war, the circum- 
stantial proof of which is embodied in their folk lore. From the 
main people the Choctaws settled in the middle portions of the 
present State of Mississippi, and by process of segmentation, the 
Chickasaws, and several smaller tribes, became separated from the 
parent tribe. The strongest evidence for a community of origin of 
the Maskoki tribes is furnished by the fact that their dialects belong 
to one linguistic family. The English spoke of them as Creeks be- 
cause the English traders, in entering their country from Charleston 
or Savannah, were compelled to cross a large number of creeks 
and streams. Gatschet further says, "In the southern part of the 
Choctaw territory several tribes represented to be of Choctaw 
lineage appear as distinct from the main branch, and are always 
mentioned separately. The French colonists called them Mobilians, 
Tohomes, Pascagoulas, Biloxis, Mougoulachas, Bayagoulas, and 
Houmas (Oumas). All have disappeared except the Biloxis, of 
whom scattered remnants live in the forests of Louisiana, south 
of Red river." (Halbert locates both the Biloxis and the Pasca- 
goulas as living tribes.) 
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Said Gallatin writing of the Southern Indian tribes in 1830: 
"We find the nominal dignity of chief, sachem, tningo, or king, to 
have been but with few exceptions amongst all the Indians — not 
only for life, but hereditary. But another institution, belonging to 
all the southern, and of which traces may be found among the 
northern nations, deserves particular consideration. Independent of 
political or geographical divisions, that into families or clans has 
been established from time immemorial. At what time and in what 
manner the division was first made, is not known. At present, or 
till very lately, every nation was divided into clans, varying in the 
several nations from three to eight or ten, the members of which 
were dispersed indiscriminately throughout the whole nation. It 
has been fully ascertained that the inviolable regulations by which 
these clans were perpetuated amongst the southern nations, were 
first, that no man could marry in his own clan; secondly, that 
every child belongs to his or her mother's clan. Among the Choc- 
taws there are two great divisions, each of which is subdivided into 
four clans; and no man can marry into any of the four clans be- 
longing to his division. The restriction among the Cherokees, 
the Creeks, and the Natchez, does not extend beyond the clan to 
which the man belongs. . . . According to ancient custom, if 
an offence was committed by one or another member of the clan, 
the compensation to be made on account of the injury was regu- 
lated in an amicable way by the other members of his clan. Murder 
was rarely expiated in any other way than by the death of the 
murderer; but the nearest male relative of the deceased was the 
executioner, but this was done under the authority of the clan, and 
there was no further retaliation. . . . The aristocratical feature 
of the institution of clans appears to have been general. It is 
among the Natchez alone that we find, connected together, a highly 
privileged class, a despotic government, and something like a reg- 
ular form of religious worship. . . . They were divided into 
four classes, or clans, on the same principle and under the same 
regulations as those of the other southern tribes. They worshiped 
the sun, from whom the sovereign and the privileged class pre- 
tended to be descended ; and they preserved a perpetual sacred fire 
in an edifice appropriated to that purpose. The hereditary dignity 
of Chief, or Great Sun, descended as usual by the female line 
(equally true among the Hurons) ; and he as well as all the other 
members of his clan, whether male or female, could marry only 
persons of an inferior clan. Hence the barbarous custom of sac- 
rificing at their funerals the consorts of the Great Sun (or Chief), 
and of his mother. Her influence was powerful, and his authority 
apparently despotic, though checked by her and by some select 
counsellors of his own clan." . The common people among the 
Natchez were called "Stinkards" (Miche-Miche-Quipy), and were 
in a high degree submissive to the Suns, nobles and men of rank. 

As the powerful tribes of the Choctaws and Chickasaws are 
prominently identified with the region composing the State of Mis- 
sissippi down to, and including, the decade, 1830-1840, further ex- 
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tended reference to these tribes is reserved for the conclusion of this 
* article. Little is known of the various minor tribes of the State, 
above mentioned, and they may be first briefly disposed of. Of 
the Natchez Indians, who were finally dispersed and destroyed as 
a separate people by the French in 1730-32, much has been recorded 
elsewhere in this work in the articles entitled "Natchez Indians," 
"Natchez Massacre, 1729," "Fort Rosalie," "Charlevoix," and the 
various subjects covering the French colonial period, and but little 
more need be said. 

Mr. H. S. Halbert has this to say of the small Indian tribes of 
Mississippi: "The Biloxis, when first known by Iberville, 1699, 
were living near Biloxi bay; but they afterwards removed north- 
westward to Pearl River. In 1764, they crossed the Mississippi and 
settled in Louisiana. In Rapides parish there is now living a small 
remnant of this tribe, the larger portion having again migrated 
within recent years, some to the Choctaws, and others to the 
Alibamos of eastern Texas. A study of their language has shown 
that they belong to the Siouan or Dakotan family, they having 
separated from the parent stem in some remote prehistoric time. 
In their native tongue, they call themselves Taneks, and refuse to be 
known as Biloxis. Taneks haya, 'the first people/ " 

"The Pascagoulas lived on the river now bearing their name. 
Nothing is known of their language ; but as they were always asso- 
ciated with the Biloxis in their various migrations, they may have 
spoken the language of the latter, or one closely related thereto. 
Their tribal name is of Choctaw origin, and signifies 'Bread 
People.' Paskola; paska, bread, and okla, people. In 1764, this 
tribe emigrated to Louisiana, and located near the Biloxis. The 
census of 1830 gives their number as one hundred and eleven. But 
little is known of their later history. It is thought that the rem- 
nants of the tribe are now among the Alibamos of Texas." Halbert 
declares that the familiar legend which purports to recount the sad 
story of the extermination of this tribe is only pleasing fiction. 

The Chozettas and Mactobys, when found by the French, were 
living on the Pascagoula, and may have been absorbed by that tribe, 
or the Biloxis. The Chatos once lived on the coast, and their 
ethnic affinity is unknown. Choctaw tradition asserts that they 
were absorbed by the Six Towns Choctaws. Their name survives 
in a creek near Mobile, which the Choctaws call by their name. 

The Chocchumas were once a tribe of considerable importance, 
and in their latter days lived on the Yazoo, between the Chickasaws 
and the Choctaws. They spoke the Choctaw language, and their 
name signifies "red craw-fish." The Indian tradition says that they 
came from the west with the Choctaws and Chickasaws. They 
seem to have warred constantly with the last named tribes, whose 
tradition accuses the Chocchumas of many hostile acts and horse- 
stealing inroads. The allied tribes of the Choctaws and Chickasaws 
finally almost exterminated them in their stronghold on Lyon's 
Bluff, on the south side of Line Creek, about eight miles north of 
Starkville. This was about 1770 when the Chocchumas were occu- 
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pying a narrow strip of territory extending from the mouth of the 
Yalobusha on the west to the vicinity of where West Point now 
stands. What remained of the tribe was merged in the Chickasaw 
nation in 1836. Halbert locates one of their villages six miles west 
of Bellefontaine, on the old Grenada road. One of their powerful 
chiefs, Chula Homma, Red Fox, lived here, and was slain with all 
his warriors at the time of the war, while all the women and 
children were enslaved. Adair, in his account of the Choctaw 
nation, p. 305, mentions that a Choctaw and a Chocchuma warrior 
came to him for presents in 1747. He makes frequent mention of 
the tribe, and says the Chocchumas were forced by war to settle 
between the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations. 

At the first coming oi the French, the Tunicas had some of their 
settlements on the Yazoo river, one on the Mississippi, a few miles 
below the mouth of the Red river, and one in Tunica county, which 
takes its name from the tribe. The tribe is famous for the severe 
defeat administered by it to Major Loftus on the Mississippi in 
1763. Says Halbert, "In 1817, the entire Tunica tribe emigrated to 
Louisiana, one section now living near Marksville, and another near 
Lake Charles City. Their language has no affinity with any other 
Indian tongue. Their tribal name, Tunica, signifies in their lan- 
guage, 'the people/ " 

The Yazoos, of the several tribes who lived on the river of that 
name, made their home nearest the mouth. Halbert inclines to the 
belief that the word Yazoo signifies "leaf," and that it is a Uchee 
word, as Yazoo has no significance in the Choctaw tongue and there 
is evidence that the Uchees lived in Mississippi in prehistoric times. 
The Yazoos seem to have followed the example of the Natchez in 
1729, and massacred the French in their midst. In the latter part 
of the 18th century they were a small people, living in about 100 
cabins. At the same period of time, the number of cabins belonging 
to the other small tribes on the Yazoo are given as follows: The 
Ofogoulas, or "Dog People/' lived in about sixty; the Coroas in 
forty, and the Tapouchas in twenty. The Ibetoupas were neighbors 
of the Tapouchas, but the number of their cabins is unknown. 
Nothing is known concerning the language of these tribes on the 
Yazoo, except that it was quite distinct from the Choctaw. In 
1836 they were incorporated in the Chickasaw nation. The migra- 
tion of the Biloxis, Pascagoulas, Tensas, some of the Six Towns 
Choctaws, a part of the Coshattees and Alibamos, and possibly that 
of a part of the Yowanni band of Choctaws, according to Halbert, 
is explained by their attachment to the French. When the French 
power gave way in 1763 to that of the English, these tribes resolved 
to follow the French into Louisiana, and after a great council held 
in Mobile in the spring of 1764 to consider the subject of expatria- 
tion, proceeded to carry their resolve into effect. 

As previously stated, prior to 1730, the Natchez tribe of Indians 
occupied a region of moderate extent on the Mississippi in the vicin- 
ity of the present city of Natchez. Their villages lay along St. Cath- 
arine's Creek. Father Charlevoix states that the Natchez, in their 
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external appearance did not differ from the other Indians of Louis- 
iana or Canada. He estimates the number of their warriors in 1721 
at about 2,000, though this would appear to be an exaggeration, 
judging from the details of their wars with the French a few years 
later. Only a few years before this period, the Natchez had claimed 
some 4,000 warriors. Says Schoolcraft, "This numerical decline of 
the Natchez may be ascribed to the oppressive power of the chief, 
and the consequent decline and extinction of the external rites of 
the sun-worship in the country. Tradition represents the last Sun 
of the Natchez to have been an inflated man, who, with a high 
notion of his descent, office and position, appears to have neglected 
the means of preserving his peaceful relations with the French, 
with whom he waged war. The French under Louis XIV. had 
other notions of political power, than to yield to a forest king. 
They extinguished his idolatrous fire, attacked the nation with 
irresistible impetuosity, killed the greater number of them, and 
finally drove the remainder to a place of refuge on the Washita 
river, where monumental evidence of their residence still exist. 
They were compelled to take shelter in the Creek confederacy, of 
which they yet constitute an element." An early writer, Adair, 
thus explains the causes leading up to the massacre of 1729, and the 
destruction of the tribe by the French. "Some of the old Natchez 
Indians who formerly lived on the Mississippi, two hundred miles 
west of the Choctaws, told me the French demanded from every 
one of their warriors a dressed buck-skin, without any value for it, 
i. e., they taxed them ; but that the warriors hearts grew very cross, 
and loved the deer-skins. As those Indians were of a peaceable 
and kindly disposition, numerous and warlike, and always kept a 
friendly intercourse with the Chickasaws, who never had any good 
will to the French, these soon understood their heart-burnings, and 
by the advice of the English traders, carried them white pipes 
and tobacco in their own name and that of South Carolina — per- 
suading them with earnestness and policy to cut off the French, as 
they were resolved to enslave them in their own land. The Chick- 
asaws succeeded in their embassy. But as the Indians are slow in 
their councils on things of great importance, though equally close 
and intent, it was the following year before they could put their 
grand scheme in execution. Some of their head-men, indeed, op- 
posed the plan, yet they never discovered (revealed) it. But when 
these went a hunting in the woods, the embers burst into a raging 
flame. They attacked the French, who were flourishing away in the 
greatest security and, it is affirmed, they entirely cut off the garri- 
son, and neighboring settlements, consisting of fifteen hundred men, 
women and children — the misconduct of a few indiscreet persons, 
occasioned so great a number of innocent lives to be thus cut off." 
Still another account says: "Near the banks of the Mississippi, 
between the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes, in a region of great 
fertility, dwelt the Natchez Indians. The great chief of the tribe 
was revered as one of the family of the Sun, and his power was 
almost despotic. The French who came among them coveted their 
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land, and Chopart, the French commander, demanded as a planta- 
tion the site of their principal village. In concert with the Chero- 
kees (Chickasaws?) and a part of the Choctaws, a general mas- 
sacre of the French was determined on. The butchery began on the 
morning of November 28, 1729, and before noon nearly every 
Frenchman in the colony was slaughtered. The Jesuit Du Poisson, 
Du Codere, commander of the Yazoo post, the planter De Koli and 
his son, together with the Capuchin missionary to the Natchez 
nation, were all killed, only two white men, mechanics, being saved. 
Two hundred victims had fallen. New Orleans was in terror ; but 
the brave Le Sueur, repairing to the Choctaws, won 700 of them to 
his side, while the French forces, under Loubois, gathered on the 
river. Le Sueur, with his Choctaws, on the morning of January 
29, 1730, surprised the Natchez villages, liberated the captives, and 
brought off sixty scalps and eighteen prisoners, losing but two of 
his own men. He completed his victory February 8, when the 
Natchez Indians fled, some taking refuge with the Chickasaws and 
Maskokis, others crossing the Mississippi to the vicinity of Natch- 
itoches. These were pursued and driven still farther west. The 
Great Sun and more than 400 prisoners were shipped to Hispaniola 
and sold as slaves. The Natchez nation no longer existed." (Drake, 
Indian Tribes of the United States, p. 156.) There are still a few 
Natchez Indians among the Creeks in the Indian Territory, and a 
number near the Missouri border, in the Cherokee Hills. 

It has been stated that the Choctaws occupied the great central 
part of the State of Mississippi. The trader, James Adair, who 
spent forty years among the Indians, writing in 1775, locates them 
as follows: "The Choctaw country lies in about 33 and 34 deg. 
north latitude. According to the course of the Indian path, their 
western lower towns are situated 200 computed miles to the north- 
ward of New Orleans ; the upper ones, 150 miles to the southward 
of the Chickasaw nation, 150 miles to the west of the late dangerous 
French Alabama garrison in the Muskhogee country, and 150 to 
the north of Mobile, which is the first settlement, and only town, 
except New Orleans, that the French had in West Florida. Their 
country is pretty much in the form of an oblong square. The 
barrier towns, which are next to the Muskhogee and Chickasaw 
countries, are compactly settled for social defense, according to the 
general method of other savage nations; but the rest, both in the 
center, and toward the Mississippi, are only scattered plantations, 
as best suits a separate easy way of living." He estimates their 
numbers after the cession of West Florida to the English at less 
than 4,500 warriors. All writers unite in saying that the Choctaws 
were gathered on their eastern frontier, into compact villages, for 
purposes of defense, but lived widely separated within the interior 
of their country. According to Adair, Koosah (Coosa) was the 
largest town in the nation, and was distant from Mobile about 180 
miles, "at a small distance from the river which glides by that low 
and unhealthy old capital." He also speaks of a remote, but con- 
siderable town, called "Yowanne," that lay 40 miles below the 
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seven southernmost towns of the nation, towards Mobile, which was 
distant 120 miles, "As it is a remote barrier, it is greatly harassed by 
the Muskhogee, when at war with them." When Adair wrote, the 
town was ruled by the Mingo Humma Echeto, the Great Red 
Chieftain, and was defended by a palisaded fort. It is evident that 
the Englishman, Adair, bore little good will toward the Choctaws, 
whom he characterizes as "of a base, ungrateful, and thievish dis- 
position — fickle and treacherous — ready-witted, and endued with a 
surprising flow of smooth artful language on every subject within 
the reach of their ideas ; in each of these qualities, they far exceed 
any society of people I ever saw. . . . Except the intense love 
they bear to their native country, and their utter contempt of any 
kind of danger in defense of it, I know of no other virtue they pos- 
sess." He declares that "halving no rivers in their country (though 
it abounds with springs and creeks), few of them can swim like 
other Indians, which often proves hurtful to them when high 
freshes come on while they are out at war. . . . The Choctaws 
flatten their foreheads with a bag of sand, which with great care 
they keep fastened on the skull of the infant, while it is in its tender 
and imperfect state. Thus they quite deform their face, and give 
themselves an appearance which is disagreeable to any but those of 
their own likeness." In another place he states that the Choctaws, 
"by not having deep rivers or creeks to purify themselves by daily 
ablutions, are becoming very irreligious in other respects, for of late 
years, they make no annual atonement for sin." The Choctaws by 
reason of the genial nature of the climate where they lived, and the 
fertile plains and gently sloping hills of their favored land, excelled 
every North Americaji tribe in their agriculture. They largely sub- 
sisted on corn, and placed but limited dependence on the chase. 
Choctaw tradition asserts that after their creation, they subsisted for 
a long time on the spontaneous productions of the earth until they 
discovered maize a few miles distant from their sacred mound, Nanih 
Waiya. One version of the corn-finding myth is thus given by 
Halbert : "A long time ago it thus happened. In the very begin- 
ning a crow got a single grain of corn from across the great water, 
(Gulf of Mexico), brought it to this country and gave it to an 
orphan child, who was playing in the yard. The child named it 
tauchi (corn). He planted it in the yard. When the corn was 
growing up, the child's elders merely had it swept around. But the 
child, wishing to have his own way, hoed it, hilled it up, and laid 
it by. When this single grain of corn grew up and matured, it 
made two ears of corn. And in this way the ancestors of the Choc- 
taws discovered corn." Scholars unite in assigning to the two 
tribes of the Chickasaws and Choctaws a common origin, based 
on language, tradition, religion and customs. There are many 
versions of their migration legend, though all unite in certain gen- 
eral features, such as the immigration from the west or northwest, 
the prophet and his sacred pole, and the final settlement at Nanih 
Waiya, their great sacred mound, in the southern part of Winston 
county. An excellent version of this migration legend will be 



Digitized by Google 



MISSISSIPPI 



929 



found in Mr. Halbert's account of Nanih Waiya in the second 
volume of the publications of the Mississippi Historical Society. 

Bartram wrote of the Muscogees (Creeks) that "some of their 
most favorite songs and dances they have from their enemies, the 
Choctaws; for it seems that these people are very eminent for 
poetry and music; every town among them strives to excel each 
other in composing new songs for dances ; and by a custom amongst 
them, they must have at least one new song for exhibition, at every 
annual busk." See Bartram 516. 

George S. Gaines, who knew the Choctaws well, writing early in 
the last century, said : 'The Choctaw nation was divided into three 
districts. Each district had its principal chief. Mingo Puckshen- 
nubbee ruled the western district, situated west of Pearl river. 
Mingo Homostubbee was chief of the northern district, which ad- 
joined the Chickasaw country. Pushmattaha ruled the southeastern 
district. His residence was near the present site of Meridian, Miss. 
Major John Pitchlyn resided in the northern district, near the mouth 
of the Oktibbeha on the Tombigbee." Homostubbee died two or 
three years after the treaty of Mount Dexter, and was succeeded as 
mingo by his son, Mushalatubbee, a man of sense, but lacking the 
energy and versatility of his father. His residence was near that of 
Major Pitchlyn. 

The country of the Chickasaws adjoined that of the Choctaws 
on the north. They were a brave and warlike tribe, who were ever 
the invincible and faithful allies of the English. Their country 
reached to the Ohio on the north, to the Mississippi on the west, 
and was bounded on the east by a line drawn from the bend in the 
Cumberland river to the Muscle Shoals of the Tennessee, extending 
south into the State of Mississippi to the land of the Choctaws. 
Their region was as happy as any beneath the sun, and the Chick- 
asaws had an intense love for it. They were never a numerous 
people within the memory of the whites, but ever fought to main- 
tain their hold with an intrepidity and daring which gained for 
them a reputation of being the ablest warriors in the south. 

Says Adair: "The Chickasaw country lies in about 35 degrees 
north latitude, at the distance of 160 miles from the Mississippi; 
160 miles to the north of the Choctaws, according to the course of 
the trading path ; about half way from Mobile to the Illinois, from 
south to north; to the west, northwest of the Muscogee (Creeks) 
about 300 computed miles, and a very mountainous mountain path ; 
from the Cherokees nearly west about 540 miles. The Chicka- 
saws are now settled between the heads of two of the most western 
branches of the Mobile (Tombigbee) river; and within 1? miles of 
the eastern main source of Tahre Hache, which lower down is called 
Chocchooma river, as that nation (the Chocchumas) made their 
first settlement there, after they came on the other side of the 
Mississippi. Where it empties into this, they call it Yahshoo 
(Yazoo) river. Their tradition says they had 10,000 men fit for 
war, when they first came from the west, and this account seems 
very probable ; as they and the Choctaws, and also the Chocchumas, 
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came from the west as one family. The Chickasaws,in 1720, had four 
large contiguous settlements, which lay nearly in the form of three 
parts of a square, only that the eastern side was five miles shorter 
than the western, with the open part toward the Choctaws. One 
was called Yantka, about a mile wide, and six miles long, at the 
distance of twelve miles from their present towns. Another was 
ten computed miles long, at the like distance from their present 
settlements, and from one to two miles broad. The towns were 
called Shatara, Chookheerefo, Hykehah, Tufkawillao, and Phala- 
cheho. The other square was single, began three miles from their 
present place of residence, and ran four miles in length, and from 
one mile in breadth. This was called Chookka Phahaah, or 'the 
long house/ It was more populous than their whole nation con- 
tains at present. The remains of this once formidable people make 
up the northern angle of that broken square. They now consist of 
scarcely 450 warriors, and are settled three miles westward from 
the deep creek, in a clear tract of rich land, about three miles square, 
running afterward about five miles toward the northwest, where 
the ola fields are usually a mile broad. The superior number of 
their enemies forced them to take into this narrow circle, for social 
defence; and to build their towns on commanding ground, at such 
convenient distance from one another, as to have their enemies, 
when attacked, between two fires. " The Chickasaws were ever the 
inveterate enemies of the French. (See separate title for an account 
of the Chickasaw-French Wars.) The head man of the Chicka- 
saws was called "Mingo," and was often called the king. In the 
various treaties made with the tribe by the government of the 
United States from the treaty of Hopewell in 1786, to that of Ponto- 
toc Creek in 1832, the signature of the mingo or king is almost in- 
variably affixed to the instrument. His assent was necessary to 
all treaties. In the treaty of 1805, when the Chickasaws relin- 
quished part of their lands in Tennessee in consideration of $20,000, 
Chenubbee Mingo, the king, was granted an annuity of $100. 

After the close of the war of the Revolution and the formation of 
the American government, the uniform policy of the United States 
was to treat the Indians as quasi nationalities, devoid of sovereignty, 
but having an absolute possessory right to the soil and its usufruct, 
with power to cede this right, to make peace, and to regulate the 
boundaries to their lands, by which the aboriginal hunting-grounds 
were so defined that they could be readily distinguished from the 
districts ceded. This policy gave rise to that long list of Indian 
treaties which record our later Indian history; and under it com- 
menced the system of annuities whereby the Indians were provided 
with the means of subsistence, as their exhausted hunting-grounds 
were ceded, and were also encouraged to take up with the 1 ways of 
civilization. The following treaties were concluded between the 
United States and the Choctaws and Chickasaws up to and includ- 
ing the removal of these tribes west of the Mississippi : With the 
Choctaws, Jan. 3, 1786, treaty of Hopewell, commissioners, Haw- 
kins, Pickens, and Martin; Dec. 17, 1801, Fort Adams, Wilkinson, 
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Hawkins, and Pickens; 1802, Oct. 17, Fort Confederation, James 
Wilkinson; 1803, Aug. 31, Hoe-Buckintoo-pa, James Wilkinson; 
1805, Nov. 16, Mount Dexter, Robertson and Dinsmoor; 1816, Oct. 
24, Choctaw Trading House, Coffee, Rhea, and McKee ; 1820, Oct. 
18, Doak's Stand, Jackson and Hinds; 1825, Jan. 20, Washington, 
John C. Calhoun ; 1830, Sept. 27, Dancing Rabbit Creek (final cession 
of lands in Mississippi), Eaton and Coffee. With the Chickasaws: 
1786, Jan. 10, Treaty of Hopewell, II. S. commissioners, Hawkins, 
Pickens, and Martin; 1801, Oct. 24, Chickasaw Bluffs, Wilkinson, 
Hawkins, and Pickens ; 1805, July 23, Chickasaw Country, Robert- 
son and Dinsmoor; 1816, Sept. 20, Chickasaw Council House, Jack- 
son, Meriwether, and Franklin; 1818, Oct. 19, Old Town, Shelby and 
Jackson; 1832, Oct. 20, Pontotoc Creek (final cession of lands in 
Mississippi), John Coffee; 1834, May 24, Washington, John H. 
Eaton. By the treaty of Doaksville, concluded with the Chickasaws 
and Choctaws, Jan. 17, 1837, a convention was entered into between 
the Choctaws and Chickasaws, by which the Choctaws agreed to 
allow the Chickasaws the privilege of forming a district within their 
limits ; to have an equal representation in the General Council ; and 
to be placed on an equal footing, except as to the right of disposing 
of the lands occupied by them, or participating in the Choctaw: 
annuities; the Chickasaws to manage their own funds. As a con- 
sideration for these rights and privileges, the Chickasaws agree 
to pay to the Choctaws $530,000; $30,000 when the Choctaw an- 
nuity for 1837 is paid and the $500,000 to be vested in some safe 
stock, redeemable in not less than 20 years. 

The plan of concentrating the Indian tribes west of the Mississ- 
ippi on lands specially appropriated to their use, where, under 
the operation of their own laws and institutions, their better quali- 
ties might be developed, was first suggested by President Monroe 
in 1825, in a message to Congress, Jan. 25, of that year. The policy 
was put into practical operation during the administration of Presi- 
dent Jackson. In his first message to Congress in 1829, he gave 
forcible expression to the subject, and Dec. 4, 1830, in his message 
he said : "Two important tribes, the Chickasaws and the Choctaws, 
have accepted the provision made for their removal at the last 
session of Congress, and it is believed that their example will induce 
the remaining tribes, also, to seek the same advantages." And he 
says the following year : "At the last session of Congress I had the 
happiness to announce that the Chickasaws and Choctaws had 
accepted the generous offer of the government and agreed to re- 
move beyond the Mississippi river, by which the whole of the state 
of Mississippi and the western part of Alabama will be freed from 
Indian occupancy and opened to a civilized population. The treaties 
with these tribes are in course of execution, and their removal, it is 
hoped, will be completed in the course of 1832/' Much of the Indian 
Territory, west of the Arkansas, was reported to be deficient in 
timber, water, and fertility. Says Drake : "The Chickasaw Indians 
evidently labored under this impression during some years, for at 
the original sale of their lands at Pontotoc, Oct. 20, 1832, many of 
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them expressed a determination to remain on their old reservations 
and there cultivate the soil. Two years' experience, however, caused 
them to change their views. In the preamble to a treaty negotiated at 
Washington, May 24, 1834, they express a regret that they 'are about 
to abandon their homes, which they have long cherished and loved ; 
and, though hitherto unsuccessful, they still hope to find a country 
adequate to the wants and support of their people somewhere west 
of the Mississippi, and within the territorial limits of the United 
States/ By this treaty they "ceded their reservations east of the 
Mississippi, at the same time making some personal, beneficial and 
eleemosynary provisions. They also directed the proceeds to be 
added to their vested funds, and agreed to send a delegation to the 
West to seek a location. This delegation visited the west during the 
year 1835, and selected a location in connection with the Choctaws, 
a closely affiliated people, making their own terms, as tribe with 



In 1836, the War Department estimated the number of Choctaws 
at 18,500, and the Chickasaws at 5,500. 

See various Indian Treaties ; Natchez Indians ; Natchez Massacre, 
1729 ; Fort Rosalie ; Fort Nogales ; Fort Maurepas ; Forts and Dis- 
• tricts under the French; Charlevoix; Missions, Early Catholic; 
Chickasaw-Creek War; Chickasaw-French War, 1736; Chickasaw- 
French Campaign, 1739-40 ; Chickasaw School Fund ; Choctaw ; 
Trading Posts, U. S.; Pontotoc Battle, 1541 ; Alabamo, Battle, 1541; 
DeSoto in Mississippi ; Pushmataha ; Coahoma ; Archaeology ; also 
various titles covering French and Spanish colonial period. 

Indian Treaties. See Treaties. 

Indianola, the capital of Sunflower county, is an incorporated 
post-town on the Southern Ry., 26 miles east of Greenville. At 
a meeting of the county board in 1882, an election was ordered to 
vote on the removal of the county seat from Johnsonville, the old 
capital of the county. This vote resulted in the location of the 
county seat at Eureka, whose name was afterwards changed to 
Indianola. A frame court house was built in 1883 at a cost of about 
$3,000, and the brick jail was afterwards erected. These have now 
been superseded by a fine brick court house and jail erected in 
1898. The town was incorporated in 1886 as Indianola. It lies in 
the rich delta section, and the surrounding region raises large 
quantities of cotton and corn. Two cotton seed oil mills are located 
here. It has a telegraph office, an express office, the Cumberland 
telephone system, two newspapers and four banks. The "Enter- 
prise" is a Silver Democratic weekly, established in 1896, W. E. 
Chapman, editor and publisher; the "Sunflower Tocsin," a Demo- 
cratic weekly, was established in 1886, J. A. Richardson being the 
editor and publisher. The Sunflower Bank was established in 1896, 
and has a capital of $75,000; the Bank of Indianola was established 
in 1902, present capital $150,000 ; the Merchants & Planters' Bank 
was organized in 1904, with a capital of $30,000, and the Delta 
Penny Savings Bank, organized in 1905, capital stock $10,000 ; the 
latter is owned by colored stockholders. Indianola has a fine 
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system of water works and electric lights. It has a large cotton 
compress and two large pressed brick kilns. The town has recently 
expended $15,000 in sidewalks, and has contracted for two fine steel 
bridges to span Indian Bayou. There have recently been built two 
up-to-date brick hotels. The town has several churches and excel- 
lent schools for both races. There are the following fraternal 
lodges: Masons, Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows, Woodmen of 
the World and the Columbian Woodman. The Vardaman Rifles 
is a local military company. The population of Indianola in 1906, 
was estimated at 1,800. 

Indigo "had not been cultivated in the Natchez district as late 
as 1783, and until after the failure of the tobacco business it was 
produced only for seed, which were supplied to the Point Coupee 
and other settlements on the Mississippi." After the making of 
indigo, a most offensive and unwholesome occupation, was intro- 
duced in the Natchez, many continued to grow the plant simply to 
produce seed, which sold at about $50 a barrel. The plant, called 
Indigofera tinctoria, said to have been introduced from India, flour- 
ished luxuriantly, and was cultivated easily, though it required 
careful handling when young and tender. At maturity it was about 
three feet in height. Before going to seed, it was cut with a reap 
hook, tied in bundles, and thrown in steeping vats, built above 
ground of heavy plank. The steeping vat drained into another 
vat, called the beater, in which the liquid was churned. The sun 
supplied the heat to hasten the fermentation and decay. When the 
grain or coloring matter was separated it settled on the bottom, 
whence it was taken by wooden shovels, and put in draining boxes 
lined with canvass, and finally dried in moulds, into cubes, seasoned 
and packed for shipping. A variety of light blue color was called 
"floton," but the prismatic colored, or "pigeon-neck/* was most es- 
teemed. The price is said to have been $1.50 to $2 a pound, and 
about 150 pounds were produced to the hand. "The whole pro- 
cess was of the most disgusting and disagreeable character. Myri- 
ads of flies were generated by it, which overspread the country. 
The plant, itself, when growing was infested by swarms of grass- 
hoppers, by which it was sometimes totally destroyed, and the 
fetor arising from the putrid weed thrown from the vats was in- 
tolerable. The drainings from these refuse accumulations into the 
adjacent streams killed the fish." (Wailes' Report.) 

Industrial Institute and College. An institution for the educa- 
tion of white girls in industrial technic and also letters and science, 
as its name indicates. It owes its establishment to the efforts of 
a number of able and energetic women of the State, who were not 
discouraged by repeated failures but persevered until their end 
was gained. Beginning in 1856 Miss Sallie Eola Reneau (q. v.), 
of Grenada, made repeated efforts for the founding of an institu- 
tion for the higher education of women. Mrs. Annie C. Peyton, 
of Copiah county, Mrs. John G. Hastings, of Claiborne, and Dr. 
G. S. Roudebush of the A. & M. college worked to the same end, 
later. Gov. Stone gave the subject attention in his message of 
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1882, and finally the public agitation resulted in an act of legisla- 
ture in 1884, passed in the senate by one vote, incorporating the 
Mississippi Industrial Institute. (Riley's History of Miss.) 

An appropriation of $40,000 was made for the first two years 
and the generosity of the citizens of Columbus caused the loca- 
tion of the college in that city. The buildings and grounds of the 
Columbus female institute, valued at $50,000, were donated to the 
new college by the city; also $50,000 in city bonds. This institu- 
tion is the first State college for women ever founded. The first 
session began with 341 students in October, 1885, with Dr. R. W. 
Jones as President. The organization planned and carried out by 
Dr. Jones has been adhered to on general lines ever since. Three 
main departments were created, a collegiate department, leading 
to the degree of A. B. and giving a thorough course in letters and 
science, a normal course, which prepares its students for teaching, 
and industrial courses, on completion of any of which, the student 
receives a certificate of proficiency. Many obstacles were met and 
overcome. Public opinion had to be satisfied. The same objections 
which always arise whenever industrial training is established in 
connection with "culture" studies were satisfactorily met, but to 
adjust a balance between the several departments, without giving 
any department undue preponderance was a very delicate task, 
which required much labor and forethought on the part of the 
first president and faculty. In the college course, at least one in- 
dustrial course must always be pursued in connection with the 
other work, unless music or painting are studied, and in the in- 
dustrial courses, certain academic training is required. A short 
practical course for teachers is also offered besides the regular 
normal course. The college has always been very well attended. 
In its first four years it gave instruction to over 1,000 girls, and 
fitted a large number for teaching, thus performing the function 
of the long-needed Normal school. In 1904 there were 700 students. 
It has attracted a great deal of attention without, as well as within, 
the State. It has been visited at different times by committees, 
whose purpose was to establish similar institutions in other States. 
Well deserved and favorable comment has been the rule on the 
part of the press, and it has surely satisfied the need for which it 
was organized. Many girls have been well trained within its walls 
for home and business duties. 

Following Dr. Jones, Mr. C. H. Cocke and Mr. A. H. Beals held 
the presidency for a very few years, and then Dr. Robert Frazier 
was elected to that office in 1891 and served till 1898. He was 
followed by Pres. A. A. Kincannon, during whose administration 
the institution has made splendid progress. The attendance has 
more than doubled. Dormitory and lecture room accommodations 
have also been doubled and still more are needed. He has added de- 
partments originally planned by Dr. Jones, photography, fine art, 
millinery, domestic science, pharmacy; enlarged the music depart- 
ment, and put the normal course on such a basis that its students 
can satisfy the requirements of the State board of examiners. 
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Some manual work is required of the students and more can be 
done during spare hours, and in this way the girls can help pay 
their college expenses. The student care for their own rooms. 
They do dining room, kitchen, and laundry work, care for the 
lecture rooms, etc., which services are paid for by the college, but 
not from the State appropriations. Tuition is exacted of students 
from other States. Some laboratory fees are required. Board in 
the dormitories is furnished at cost. The girls are encouraged to 
work in spare hours and more apply for work than can be accom- 
modated. Care is taken, however, that no student shall work so 
much as to prejudice either her health or her studies. The college 
buildings are large, handsome, brick buildings of modern architec- 
ture. The dormitories and chapel are connected by a covered 
passage. The buildings are steam heated, provided with city 
water, and modern, sanitary plumbing. The dormitory is lighted 
by gas and has an elevator. The chapel is lighted by electricity. 
There is a pleasant residence for the president, and a handsome 
building back of the chapel, devoted to music, painting and indus- 
trial arts. Columbus Hall was built in 1896, the Tom Franklin Hos- 
pital in 1901. There is also a new industrial hall. The legislature 
has always been very generous with its appropriations and the 
group of handsome, well arranged buildings constitute a substan- 
tial property. The college is growing rapidly in numbers and 
widening its field. It maintains a high standard of work and is in 
every way an institution of which the State may be proud. 

In the four years 1900-03, the institution received State appro- 
priations amounting to $205,000, $80,000 of which was expended 
in building new dormitories, infirmary, industrial hall, laundry, 
etc., of brick, and other buildings. In 1894 Congress donated a 
section of land in aid of this college, and the same, under a State 
enactment, was sold for $156,458, which was turned into the State 
treasury, interest to be paid the college annually at 6 per cent. 

Ingleside, a post-hamlet of Claiborne county, on the Yazoo & 
Mississippi Valley R. R., 6 miles north of Port Gibson, the county 
seat and nearest banking town. 

Ingomar, a post-hamlet in the southern part of Union county, on 
the Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City R. R., 6 miles south of New 
Albany, the county seat and nearest banking town. Population 
in 1900, 40. 

Ingraham, a hamlet of Itawamba county, 8 miles northeast of 
Fulton, the county seat. It has rural free delivery from Eastman. 

Ingraham, Joseph H., was born in Portland, Me., 1809. He be- 
came a sailor; saw service in one of the South American revolu- 
tions; returned home, and after receiving a collegiate education, 
became professor of languages in Jefferson College, near Natchez. 
In 1855 he took orders in the Episcopal church and was macle rector 
of a parish and of St. Thomas's Hall, a school for boys, at Holly 
Springs. He was killed at that place April, 1861, by the acciden- 
tal discharge of a pistol. Mr. Ingraham was the author of a num- 
ber of books. He published "The Southwest, by a Yankee," in 
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1835, which was followed by romances of wild adventure. Later 
in life he wrote religious romances : "The Prince of the House of 
David," "The Pillar of Fire," and "The Throne of David," which 
were the most famous American books in 1850-60 and are yet pop- 
ular. His son Prentiss, born near Natchez, served as a colonel in 
the Confederate army ; went to Mexico after the war and joined the 
army of Juarez ; saw service in Austria, Crete and Africa ; took part 
in the attempted revolution in Cuba in 1869 ; and was the author 
of a number of novels. His remains rest at Beauvoir. 

Ingrams Mill, a post-hamlet of De Soto county, 14 miles east of 
Hernando, the county seat, and nearest railroad and banking town. 
Population in 1900, 67. 

Insane Hospital, East Mississippi. March 20, 1882, under an act 
approved earlier in the same month, Gov. Lowry appointed H. M. 
Street, J. F. Moore, J. F. Gresham, A. J. Ervin and S. B. Rich, 
commissioners to select a site, contract for and supervise the con- 
struction of, the "East Mississippi Insane Asylum." The appro- 
priation was $50,000 for a building to accommodate 250 patients. 
The location was made at Meridian, upon the donation of 560 
acres of land by the citizens, and the main building, four stories 
in height, was completed in December, 1884, with the aid of an 
additional appropriation of $56,000. The asylum was formally 
opened for the admission of patients in January, 1885, with Dr. 
C. A. Rice, of Vicksburg, as superintendent, and Dr. J. M. Buchan- 
an, of Okolona, as assistant. Five years later Dr. Buchanan suc- 
ceeded to the superintendency, which office he still holds. In 1898, 
by act of legislature the name was changed by substituting "hos- 
pital" for "asylum." Since the first construction the capacity of 
the institution has been more than doubled by additional buildings 
— two wings to the main building, and cottages, the latter being 
equipped according to the most modern ideas for the treatment 
of the insane. One hundred acres of the estate is in cultivation, 
the rest being used as pasturage ; the water supply is from a well 
300 feet deep, and the institution has its own fire department. The 
board of trustees, 1905, was H. M. Street, president; B. F. Cam- 
eron, secretary; C. M. Robush, C. E. Cunningham, W. N. Ray. 

Insane Hospital, Jackson. This institution is situated on rising 
ground two miles north of the capitol, the building crowning a 
slope of beautiful lawn several acres in extent. The main building 
consists of an imposing center, four stories in height with hand- 
some facade of columns. On each side are wings three stories 
high, connected by smaller four story divisions, two on one side 
and three on the other. Behind the main building are the annexes 
for colored patients, two for male, and two for female patients. 
These buildings are of plain, architectural design, but very com- 
fortable and substantial. There are 1,147 patients, 537 white and 
574 negroes. The general government and management of this 
very important charitable institution is in the hands of a Board of 
Trustees composed of five members, appointed by the governor 
and subject to the approval of the senate. This body makes the 
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general rules for the government of the institution and reports its 
condition biennially. The medical superintendent is also appointed 
by the governor for a term of four years, and he appoints his own 
assistant. He has the general supervision of both patients and 
buildings, and his official force consists of 1st, 2nd and 3rd assist- 
ants, steward, matron, supervisor and supervisoress. There are 
110 employes all told. 

The project of providing an asylum of this sort originated in the 
discussions of a small circle of leading physicians, prominent 
among whom were William S. Langley, T. J. Catchings and E. 
Pickett, 60 years ago. At that time the wealthy found refuge 
for their afflicted in other States, the indigent insane were with- 
out retreat, and some were chained to the floors of county jails 
and dungeons. There were about 450 insane in the State. Several 
medical gentlemen secured election to the legislature to work for 
an asylum. Gov. A. G. Brown urged that some provision be made 
in his message of January, 1846, and Senator Williams soon re- 
ported a bill for a Lunatic Asylum at Jackson. It failed of pas- 
sage, and in 1848 Gov. Brown urged the measure with more 
vehemence, declaring the condition was a reproach to any Chris- 
tian people. A bill was parsed appropriating $10,000 for the 
project, a lot of five acres in Jackson, and use of the convicts in 
the penitentiary to make the brick. William S. Langley, William 
Morris, H. Hilzheim, Thomas J. Catchings and C. S. Tarpley were 
appointed commissioners. They sold the donated lot for $700 and 
purchased the present site of the asylum, 140 acres, for $1,750. 
The plan of the New Jersey asylum was adopted, and the com- 
missioners began work, trusting to the legislature to increase the 
vastly inadequate appropriation. In January, 1850, the wall was 
about two feet above ground, and the $10,000 nearly exhausted. 
Gov. Matthews, in January, 1850, made a presentation of the sub- 
ject that attracted popular attention, and showed the economic 
value of such an institution. The work of Pinel in France was then 
fresh in mind. Miss D. L. Dix, a ministering angel to the afflict- 
ed to America, aided in presenting the subject to the legislature, 
which appropriated the estimate of the architect, $50,000. A new 
board of commissioners, Langley, Tarpley, C. H. Manship, Charles 
Scott and D. O. Williams, with Joseph Willis as architect, took 
up the work, discarded the foundation that had been laid, and 
though the State did not furnish the brick, had the walls up two 
stories, and partly three, in 1852. Then the legislature appro- 
priated $75,000, and new commissioners, headed by Dr. Langley, 
had the building ready for occupants Jan. 8, 1855. The first board 
of trustees, appointed March 2, 1854, was composed of W. S. 
Langley, George S. Yerger, Charles E. Hooker, John C. Carpen- 
ter, and Warren P. Anderson. The cost of the institution was 
$165,000. Dr. Langley, the first superintendent, received the first 
inmate, an incurable, Jan. 10, 1855. March 9, 1856, the rear build- 
ing burned down, and the whole institution was only saved from 
loss by the efforts of the Jackson fire companies. In 1857 super- 
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intendent Langley was succeeded by Dr. W. B. Williamson. He 
was succeeded by Dr. Robert Kells, Jan. 10, 1859. When the Fed- 
eral troops invested Jackson in July, 1863, one corps encamped 
round the asylum, from which the inmates were expelled. The 
cupola was occupied as a signal station. The Confederate guns 
were turned upon the institution and three shots took effect, when 
the superintendent asked the Federal general to withdraw the sig- 
nal corps, which was done and the firing ceased. The damage done 
was slight. (Committee of legislature, 1864.) In the war period 
150 acres were added to the grounds, at a cost of $7,200. Aided by 
Gov. Clark, Superintendent Kells kept the institution in operation 
through all these exciting years. When it was possible for the 
legislature to make appropriations again, great repairs were needed 
on account of the settling of the walls. In 1866 Dr. Kells was suc- 
ceeded by Dr. A. B. Cabaniss. Another fire, and damage from tor- 
nadoes, were events of 1866. The legislature of 1866 authorized a 
lottery to help support the institution, but it never was effective. 
A board of supervisors, one from each congressional district, was 
appointed in 1867. Dr. Cabaniss was removed under the recon- 
struction act and succeeded by Dr. William M. Deason in Septem- 
ber, 1869. In 1870 a board of five trustees to serve four years was 
authorized, and appointed, the governor to be president of the 
board. In the same year Dr. Deason was transferred to the State 
hospital at Natchez, and Dr. William M. Compton, of Holly 
Springs, appointed superintendent. After a service of eight years 
he was succeeded by Dr. T. J. Mitchell, the present incumbent. 
The legislature, during the administration of Gov. Alcorn appro- 
priated $150,000 for repairs and added two new wings, and prac- 
tically a new institution was thus created, with a capacity for 300 
patients. (Report of Dr. Campton, 1871.) The building of an 
additional wing was authorized in 1875. In 1878 there were 420 
inmates, of whom 100 were colored. The admission of colored 
patients was first recommended by the board of trustees, George 
S. Yerger, chairman, in 1856, when a special department for that 
class was urged. In 1878 the colored inmates were housed in the 
same building, though the races were kept quite isolated. As the 
building was badly overcrowded, Dr. Mitchell immediately set 
about securing more room. Meridian was chosen as the site for a 
new institution. (See E. Miss. Insane Hospital.) This new build- 
ing relieved the congestion for a few years, but by 1890 both in- 
stitutions were overcrowded. The question of locating still an- 
other institution for colored inmates in the Delta section of the 
State was mooted for a time, but the Legislature deemed it wiser 
to build colored annexes to the State Hospital at Jackson, and 
appropriated $60,000 for that purpose. A building for men and 
another for women were erected, and while they were still but 
partially occupied, fire destroyed the major part of the dormitory 
for white men patients. With the help of the new buildings all 
the patients were temporarily accommodated except 65 who were 
sent to Meridian, where they had room for their reception, on ac- 
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count of the removal of the colored patients from Meridian to 
Jackson. The legislature was in session at this time and passed an 
emergency act enabling repairs to proceed at once and appropri- 
ated $90,000 to repair the loss. The main walls of the old struc- 
ture were still standing, and within a year it was again ready for 
occupancy. In 1900, the number of patients was again far in ex- 
cess of accommodations and $60,000 was again appropriated to 
erect two more colored annexes, similar to those already built. 
There are also two infirmaries, one for male and one for female pa- 
tients. These were built at a cost of $8,000, and accommodate 56 
patients each, the white patients on the lower floors, the colored 
on the upper. The building is again crowded and more room 
must be provided, but the building space is so filled that it is prob- 
able that future additions must be made at Meridian. The races 
are kept separate, for separate treatment. As to any generaliza- 
tions, comparing the races, Dr. Mitchell says that "up to the pres- 
ent time the negro under his new surroundings has developed no 
reliable statistics but seems to be in a chrysalis condition." He 
is inclined to say that with a reliable census, there would be no 
appreciable racial difference as regards susceptibility to insanity. 
The negro's emotional demonstrations are chiefly on religious 
topics, in great devotion to church-going and shouting and sing- 
ing. "Their religious ardor now seems to dominate all other pas- 
sions and affections." The institution was known as the Lunatic 
asylum until the name was changed to the Mississippi State In- 
sane Hospital in 1902. The board of trustees, 1905 : Gov. James K. 
Vardaman, R. J. Harding, H. N. Street, W. M. Carstarphen, J. G. 
Cashman, H. L. Taylor. 

Insmore, a postoffice of Claiborne county, on the Natchez-Jackson 
branch of the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 16 miles east of 
Port Gibson, the county seat. 

Insurance Department. The insurance laws of the State were 
revised by Chapter 59 of the acts of 1902, approved March 5, and 
the Department of Insurance was established, and "charged with 
the execution of all laws now in force or which may be enacted 
hereafter, relative to all insurance, including indemnity or guar- 
anty and other companies, corporations, associations or orders 
placed under this department." The chief officer of the depart- 
ment is the insurance commissioner, but until he was elected in 
1903 the duties of the office were performed by the State auditor. 
For this office W. Q. Cole was elected in November, 1903, having 
received the primary nomination without opposition. His first re- 
port, to March 1, 1905. shows that life insurance companies had 
policies in force in the State at the close of 1904, to the amount of 
$81,902,000, on which premiums were paid amounting to $2,852,- 
000 and losses paid $902,946. The fire insurance risks of 1904 
were $115,000,000, on which the premiums collected were $2,334,- 
107; losses paid, $1,946,666. Marine and Inland companies, risks, 
$18,326,000; premiums received, $38,775: losses paid, $11,927. 
Miscellaneous insurance companies — accident policies, $85,000 ; 
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health, $5,000; liability, $47,000; fidelity and surety, $36,000; plate 
glass, $4,000; steam boiler, $11,000; burglary, $10,000; credit, 
$3,000; industrial, $3,000; total risks, $205,000; losses paid, $63,- 
655. Tornado risks, $230,000; losses paid, $1,705. Besides these 
there was insurance in fraternal organizations for over $55,000,- 
000, on which assessments were collected to the amount of nearly 
$1,000,000, and losses paid to the amount of $900,000. The report, 
the first in the history of the State, is of great interest, as showing 
how the financial operations of the State are dwarfed by the cor- 
poration transactions. The State collects from insurance com- 
panies a tax of two per cent on premiums, privilege taxes, fire 
taxes, and various fees, from which the next collections of the 
commissioner for the two years September, 1903, to October, 1905, 
were $217,844. Of this total the two per cent tax was $94,000. 
Out of the fire tax the commissioner defrays the expenses of in- 
vestigating fires when so required. 

Internal Improvements. This term first occurs, in gubernatorial 
recommendations, in Poindexter's administration (q. v.). The 
spirit of improvement was stimulated by the Three per cent fund 
from the United States (q. v.), which was giving the State about 
$5,000 a year from the sales of public lands between 1825 and 1830. 
The chartering of navigation and turnpike companies began in 
this period. (See administrations of Leake and Brandon.) In 
1826, when the State was considerably in debt, through the legis- 
lative habit of practicing "economy" by low taxation a large num- 
ber of bridges were ordered built and roads made, and the Homo- 
chitto & Buffalo navigation company was incorporated. In 1829 
the legislature created a "Board of Internal Improvement for the 
state of Mississippi, to superintend and direct the improvement 
of the navigable streams and public highways." The State had 
previously attempted to borrow $250,000 for investment in the 
Bank of Mississippi, and now the governor was authorized to sell 
bonds for $200,000, payable Dec. 31, 1840, at 6J4 per cent interest, 
the proceeds to be invested in stock of the Bank, "as a permanent 
fund for internal improvement." The faith of the State was 
pledged for the payment of the loan. As the board of internal im- 
provements, the legislature elected James Green for the western 
district, Abraham Penquoite for the northern, and Charles Lynch 
for the eastern. They were authorized to employ an engineer. 

Next January, 1829, the governor reported that Stephen Dun- 
can was appointed to negotiate the loan, but had failed, as the 
eastern capitalists were unwilling to invest money at so great a 
distance without provision for payment of interest and principal 
in their own city. Meantime the board had examined the naviga- 
ble streams and main roads and made a report. They recom- 
mended the borrowing of $300,000 for improvement of navigation 
and roads, the work to be done "by slave labor, the property of 
the state." 

It was provided in the constitution of 1832 as a check to appro- 
priations, that a two-thirds vote in each house should be required 
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for the same, and annual publication of receipts and expenditures 
should be made. 

But the railroads (q. v.) began then to give the greatest prom- 
ise of transportation facility, and these the State began to aid not 
only through a diversion to that purpose of the improvement 
funds, but the railroad companies were authorized to establish 
banks and issue paper money to pay for construction work, which 
was a roundabout and very oppressive way of public taxation for 
the benefit of these corporations. Water transportation contin- 
ued, however, to be aided- In 1832 the Mississippi river pass 
from near Helena to the Yazoo river was about to be opened, 
Ynaking a channel opening into the Yazoo about 100 miles above 
its mouth. This was expected to divert a large part of the river 
traffic toward the interior of Mississippi. The channel was opened 
and some navigation made possible. 

There was animated discussion of two rival railroad projects, 
in 1836, the railroad from New Orleans to Nashville, and from 
Natchez northeastward, with branches ramifying the State. One 
would build up a city in Louisiana, it was said, the other would 
give the State independence of the brokers and commission men 
of that city. Gov. Lynch was in favor of raising the capital neces- 
sary to build the Natchez system by mortgaging real estate, and 
regretted the constitutional provision against pledging the faith 
of the State. He could see no reason why the State might not 
build up an export city within its own bounds. The crisis had 
arrived, he said, when this question must be decided, and success 
demanded that unreasonable prejudices should be laid aside. 

The ship Henry Clay sailed from Natchez for Liverpool May 7, 
1837, with a cargo of 1,388 bales of cotton. It inspired the thought 
that Mississippi might awaken from the immemorial commercial 
dependence on New Orleans. 

The internal improvement bill of 1839 provided for a chief en- 
gineer, a loan of $5,000,000 and the building of a railroad from 
"The Mississippi City," which was to be located on the Sound. 
A spirit of sectionalism also was to some extent manifest. Sen- 
ator Thomas J. Coffee reported on the plan for diverting southern 
trade to southern ports exclusively (1839), that it was to the in- 
terest of Mississippi to build up a port in her own borders, rather 
than be tributary to Charleston or Savannah or New Orleans, and 
deprecated the spirit of sectional "animosity and unkindness ,, be- 
trayed by the Augusta, Ga., convention. Each State separately 
should direct her trade where she pleased, without regard to build- 
ing up of sections. 

Gov. McNutt said: "Five hundred thousand dollars judiciously 
expended in clearing out the various rivers and creeks in the 
State would be of more real benefit to the people than the con- 
struction of all the railroads now in process of completion. . . . 
The blending of banking and internal improvement will, in the 
end, prove injurious to the stockholders and the State. . . . 
The State, with her credit, could make all the railroads she re- 




942 



MISSISSIPPI 



quires; the rate of tolls could then be kept under the control of 
the legislature, and when the profits of the work had indemnified 
the State for the cost of construction, the road might be surren- 
dered to the free use of the people or the profits paid into the State 
treasury." 

John Wheeler, engineer, under authority of an act of the legis- 
lature, inspected the Gulf coast and reported in December, 1839, 
regarding the harbors of "Pascagoula, Biloxi and Bay St. Louis," 
the most important harbor being that formed by Ship and Cat isl- 
ands, which lie parallel to the shore and at a mean distance of 
ten miles. This was to be the harbor of "The Mississippi city."^ 
The main entrance at the west end of Ship island at medium tide" 
had not less than twenty-three feet of water in a channel a mile 
and a half wide. The city had been located near the line dividing 
ranges ten and eleven. "The improvements made by the proprie- 
tors of this infant city have already given it some claims to a com- 
mercial character; in reference to the harbor and the bay of Biloxi 
in the rear, it is certainly susceptible of being made a most im- 
portant commercial point." He advised that Mississippi should 
demand the reopening of Pass Manchac, obstructed in the war of 
1814-15, so that the river would be accessible from her own har- 
bor. 

The Mississippi & Alabama railroad, from Jackson to Brandon, 
was graded, ties laid and piles driven for a bridge over Pearl river, 
when the crash came. As creditor of the Brandon bank the State 
became virtually owner of the remains. 

An act of the legislature in 1842 provided for loaning the Jackson & 
Brandon railroad company $25,000 of the Two per cent fund. But 
the governor declined to carry this out, owing to the condition of 
the company, whose charter expired in 1843. In 1846 the gover- 
nor recommended the expenditure of that amount by the State to 
complete the road. A road was already built from Jackson to 
Vicksburg, and the building eastward was urgently demanded in 
order to form part of a great commercial and military link between 
the Atlantic coast and the river. (See Two and Three per cent 
funds.) The Levee system (q. v.) was another great improve- 
ment undertaken by the State, with national aid. 

In January, 1850, the governor was advised that the Southern 
railroad would be completed to Brandon, a distance of 14 T / 2 miles, 
in a few weeks. It was being constructed by the State commis- 
sioners from the Two per cent fund. This was under an act of the 
legislature of February, 1848, "to extend the railroad easterly be- 
yond Jackson," under which State commissioners were appointed, 
of which D. O. Williams was president. A subcommittee, B. G. 
Weir and James E. Watts, were appointed and put in command of 
a fund of $70,000 from the Two per cent fund, for the purchase 
of slaves to do the work, and the purchase was made accordingly, 
but the commission reported that Weir and Watts were about 
$6,000 in arrears. Iron rails were contracted for, to be shipped 
from England and cost, including duty, insurance and all ex- 
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penses, laid down at Jackson, $60 a ton. A cargo of 415 tons was 
lost by shipwreck in January, 1849. A later contract was made at 
about $54, when $27.83 was the cost of the rails in England ; ocean 
freight was $5 a ton, tariff $8.70, transportation, New Orleans to 
Jackson, $10. On account of the cholera in England, and the lim- 
ited demand for shipping at New Orleans owing to the lateness of 
the cotton season, the iron did not arrive at New Orleans until 
November, 1849. It was laid down eastward from Jackson as fast 
as received. The expense of extending the road to the Alabama 
line was estimated at about $12,000 a mile, or a total of nearly 
$1,200,000. 

In his message of 1852 Gov. Whitfield attacked the constitu- 
tionality of a protective tariff to make internal improvements and 
encourage manufacture. "But whilst our safety as a sovereign 
state consists in a firm opposition to the exercise of any such 
powers upon the part of the Federal government, we should at 
the same time remember that the duty of providing for the wants 
of the country by a liberal but judicious system of internal im- 
provements, is imperative upon the State government. ... I 
need scarcely dwell upon the great importance of having our sta- 
ple products manufactured in our own borders, thereby saving to 
the people of the State the vast amount now paid by them to sup- 
port the labor of other countries as well as the cost of transporta- 
tion, insurance, commissions, exchanges and profits, all of which 
are paid by the consumer." He would "impress upon the legisla- 
ture the necessity of passing such measures as will tend to make 
our State independent; such as giving liberal encouragement to 
manufacturing enterprise, and promoting the efforts now being 
made for a direct trade between foreign countries and our South- 
ern seaport cities." 

He said the two great propositions deserving support were the 
projected Mobile & Ohio railroad, and the New Orleans & Jack- 
son road, which had been surveyed, and which it was then pro- 
posed to extend to Nashville. He suggested that the State become 
a stockholder in both roads. 

The resources of the State for internal improvements were the 
500,000 acres donated by the United States, to which had just 
been added all the swamp and overflowed land, of which it was 
proposed to devote the proceeds to building levees. The proposi- 
tion to divert the 500,000 acres to payment of the Planters bonds 
had failed, only $54,000 of the bonds having been taken up in that 
way by January, 1852. 

The land grants of the United States government in aid of the 
Mobile & Ohio were held by the State for that purpose, and Gov. 
Guion appointed Charles F. Mayerhoff as the first agent to locate 
the lands. 

In the fall of 1859 the Mississippi Central, 200 miles, was prac- 
tically complete, only 20 miles of rails remaining to be laid. The 
N. O., J. & G. N. was completed to Canton, and some grading was 
done toward Aberdeen, but the road had been crippled by a wash- 
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out of the Mississippi. The private stock necessary to organize 
the G. & S. I. had been subscribed, and State aid was asked. Its 
advocates declared that it would render the pine forests more val- 
uable than the mines of California. The Southern had been given 
new prospects by the grant of 171,500 acres of land by the United 
States, which had been located at this date. 

Then came secession and the war, and ended this period of the 
State's history. (See Railroads.) 

Under an act to aid in the construction of the N. O., J. and G. N. 
railroad, Powhatan Robinson was appointed engineer to survey the 
line of the Gulf & Ship Island road, and make estimates of cost, 
and he reported the same in 1855. 

Under the same act the governor paid the Mobile & Ohio rail- 
road $100,000, and received certificates of stock in the company. 
To the New Orleans, Jackson & Great Northern was paid $143,- 
000, and to the Mississippi Central, $62,500, making in all, an in- 
vestment by the State of $305,000 in railroad stock. This money 
was derived mostly from the donations of land by the United 
States government, for the purpose of internal improvements. 

The Chickasaw school fund (q. v.) was invested likewise ; in all, 
about $800,000, in four railroads. An act of 1863 permitted pay- 
ment by the roads in the depreciated paper money of that period. 
(See Railroads.) 

Interregnum of 1851. See Guion-Whitfield Adm. 

Iverness, a post-village in the south-central part of Sunflower 
county, and a station on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 
7 miles southeast of Indianola, the county seat. Population in 
1900, 100; estimated in 1906 to be 500. The Bank of Inverness 
was organized in 1904, with a capital stock of $30,000. It has 
churches and excellent schools ; also telegraph and telephone offices. 

Ipse, a hamlet of Perry county. It has rural free delivery from 
Hattiesburg. 

Ireland, a postoffice of Wilkinson county. 

Irene, a post-village in Pike county, on the Liberty-White 
R. R., 7 miles west of Magnolia, the county seat. 
Iris, a postoffice of Coahoma county. 

Iron and Coal. "Iron ore of good quality, in the form of brown 
hematite, is occasionally found, partly in the form of small va- 
riously shaped nodules, statactitic in the intereior (as in the south- 
west corner of Tippah county), partly in thin sheets of pure fi- 
brous ore, interstratified with sand (as in Tishomingo county and 
other localities near the Alabama line). I have nowhere, however, 
found it in quantities sufficient to justify the erection of a furnace, 
and where its occurrence in large masses has been reported, a 
dense variety of the ferruginous sandstone has commonly been 
mistaken for workable ore." (Hilgard, 1860.) 

"Bituminous coal is not to be looked for, since the strata ap- 
pearing in Mississippi correspond to those underlying the coal 
measures in Alabama and elsewhere ; so that by mining in them 
we should recede from, instead of approaching to the level at 
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which the coal is always found. According to the geological map 
of Alabama, the rocks of the Coal Measures of the Warrior field 
approach nearest to (within 7 or 8 miles of) the Mississippi line, 
in Marion county, Ala., but I am not aware whether the coal itself 
extends so far." (Hilgard, 1860.) "No iron ore of workable qual- 
ity and quantity occurs in the district, and no other metallic ore 
has ever been found there (in the northeast) or is likely to occur. 
True coal beds are confined to the small area of Carboniferous 
rocks, but lignite is found quite extensively in the LaGrange beds 
as well as in other formations. At present, however, it cannot be 
regarded as being of economic value, because of the nearness of 
the Alabama coal fields." (U. S. Geological Survey.) There is 
a bed of lignite three feet thick at DeKalb, near the east edge of 
the LaGrange beds. 

Ironwood Bluff, an extinct town in Itawamba county which 
existed before the War. It was located on the west side of the 
Tombigbee river, about 12 miles south of Fulton, the county seat. 

Isola, a post-hamlet and banking town in the eastern part of 
Washington county, on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., about 
30 miles southeast of Greenville, the county seat. The name is an 
Italian word, signifying "island." It is located at the south end 
of Lake Dawson. It has a money order postoffice. Population in 
1900, 76 ; estimated in 1906, to be 300. 

Issaquena County was established January 23, 1844, during the 
first administration of Governor Albert G. Brown. Its name is an 
Indian word meaning "deer river." Its territory was formerly 
embraced within the limits of Washington county (q. v.), and its 
limits were defined as all that part of Washington county soutji of 
a line, "commencing on the Mississippi river between townships 
13 and 14, and running east, between said townships, to the western 
boundary of Yazoo county." March 29, 1876, together with Wash- 
ington county, it contributed to form the county of Sharkey (q. v.). 
Issaquena constitutes one of the later subdivisions of the so-called 
New Purchase, acquired from the Choctaws in 1820. It is a long, 
narrow county on the western border of the State, in the Missis- 
sippi and Yazoo delta, and is bounded on the north by Washington 
county, on the east by Sharkey and Warren counties, on the south 
by Warren county and on the west by the Mississippi river. It has 
a small population composed very largely of negroes and possesses 
no towns of any size. It has a land surface of 473 square miles. Its 
wealth lies in its fertile plantations and its extensive and heavily 
timbered areas. The county seat is Mayersville, a river town in the 
northern part of the county, which has a population of 250 souls and 
was named for David Mayers, an extensive land owner in the 
county. Other small towns in the county are Duncansby and 
Chotard, on the river, and Valley Park, Grace and Booth on the 
Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., which touches the county at its 
northeastern and southeastern extremities. The Mississippi river 
washes most of its western boundary, affording excellent and cheap 
transportation by steamboat. Other waters are Deer creek, on the 
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eastern border; Steele's Bayou, Lake Lafayette, Moon Lake, Five 
Mile Lake and Cypress Lake. About two thirds of the county is 
heavily timbered with a heavy growth of cypress, oaks, ash, gum, 
hackberry, hickory, locust, walnut and sassafras. The soil is a rich 
alluvial loam and will produce luxuriant crops of cotton, corn, oats, 
etc., even with improvident and negligent cultivation. When the 
soil is properly handled, it will raise from one to two bales of cotton 
per acre and from forty to eighty bushels of corn. Too much atten- 
tion has been paid to raising cotton in the past and not enough 
to the production of corn, oats and meat, for which the region is 
peculiarly adapted. 

The twelfth United States census, 1900, yields the following 
statistics: Number of farms, 1,646; acreage in farms, 90,676; acres 
improved, 55,052 ; value of land exclusive of buildings, $1,456,110 ; 
value of buildings, $413,870 ; value of live stock, $334,035, and total 
value of products not fed, $887,071. The number of manufacturing 
establishments was 38, capital, $174,390 ; wages paid, $13,989 ; cost of 
materials used, $49,393, and total value of products, $119,363. The 
total assessed valuation of real and personal propertv in the county 
in 1905 was $1,489,928 and in 1906 it was $1,517,410.50, which shows 
a gain of $27,482.50. The population in 1900 was composed of 622 
whites, 9,778 colored, a total of 10,400, and a falling off since 1890 
of 1,918. 

Ita, a hamlet of Itawamba county, 6 miles north of Fulton, the 
county seat. The postoffice at this place was discontinued in 1905, 
and it now has rural free delivery from Fulton. Population in 
1900, 24. 

^awamba County was erected February 9, 1836, during the ad- 
ministration of Governor Charles Lynch, and is said to have been 
named for an Indian chiefs daughter. Four years earlier, in 1832, 
the Treaty of Pontotoc had been concluded with the Chickasaw 
nation of Indians, whereby they finally ceded to the United States 
all their remaining lands in the northern part of the State. Out of 
this large and fertile territory, a dozen counties had been created 
by the close of the year 1836, one of them being the subject of the 
present sketch. Its original limits were defined as follows: "Be- 
ginning at the point where the line between townships 6 and 7 
intersects the eastern boundary of the State, and running with the 
said boundary line to a point one mile north of its intersection with 
the line between townships 11 and 12; thence due west to the line 
between ranges 5 and 6 east ; thence north with the said range line, 
to the line between townships 6 and 7, and thence east with the said 
township line, to the beginning." October 26, 1866, it contributed 
a large part of its western territory, to assist in forming the new 
county of Lee (q. v.), and a few years later the dividing line 
between Itawamba and the counties of Prentiss and Tishomingo 
was defined by a line running east from the southwest corner of 
section 14, between sections 14 and 23, township 7, to the eastern 
boundary line of the State. In common with all of this Chickasaw 
region, Itawamba county had been rapidly settled by a strong tide 
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of emigration, not only from the older counties of the State, but 
from the States of Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia as well. The 
Indians, reluctant at first to abandon their "ancient homes and the 
graves of their ancestors,'' by the close of the year 1839, had nearly 
all retired to their new allotments west of the Mississippi river. 
The villages of Van Buren, Wheeling, West Fulton and Ironwood 
Bluff were among the earliest places in the county to be settled. 
All four have now disappeared. Van Buren was located on a high 
bluff on the Tombigbee river. Winfield Walker, a nephew of Gen. 
Winfield Scott, opened a store there in 1838, and the following year 
W. C. Thomas & Brother also began business there. Other busi- 
ness men of the place were Mr. Dines, from New York ; John W. 

Lindsey, J. C. Ritchie, H. W. Bates, Elijah B. Harber, Weaks, 

E. Moore, and R. F. Shannon. The building of the Mobile & Ohio 
R. R., caused the place to decay and the old site is now in cultiva- 
tion. Wheeling was located on the Tombigbee, three miles below 
Van Buren, soon after the Chickasaw land sales. Jowers & Hol- 
comb, and R. P. Snow did business here for a short time. After 
two or three years its life was absorbed by Van Buren, three'miles 
up the river. Old West Fulton, says Mr. Eli Phillips, of Fulton, 
Miss., was on the west side of the Tombigbee river, 2*4 miles from 
Fulton, and Ironwood Bluff was about 10 miles south of West 
Fulton, on the same side of the riven The county is situated in the 
northeastern part of the State, on the Alabama border. It has a 
land surface of 526 square miles. It is bounded on the north by 
the counties of Tishomingo and Prentiss, on the east by Alabama, 
on the south by Monroe county and on the west by Lee county. 
It is a county without railroads, large towns or important manufac- 
turing interests. Its transportation facilities are confined to the 
Tombigbee river during the winter season and wagon roads. Its 
wealth lies in the products of its soil and its valuable timber tracts. 
The county seat is the little town of Fulton, near the center of the 
county, containing 250 people. The whole county is thickly dotted 
with small settlements, among which may be mentioned Mantachie 
and Rara Avis. The surface of the county is level, broken or hilly, 
and undulating; the timber consists of oaks, pine, hickory, black- 
jack, maple, beech, walnut, gum and cypress. It lies partly in the 
so-called Sandy Lands region and partly in the Northeastern Prairie 
belt, and is watered by streams forming the head sources of the 
Tombigbee. The soils consist of fertile bottoms, prairie limestone 
and hill soils, some strong and some poor. They produce cotton, 
corn, oats, wheat, sorghum, potatoes and grasses. The live stock 
industry is extensive and the pasturage is good the year around. 
All varieties of fruits and vegetables are raised for home consump- 
tion. A few small grist and saw mills are doing business. 

The twelfth United States census, 1900, gives the following 
statistics for the county : Number of farms, 2,259 ; acreage in farms, 
272,395 ; acres improved, 80,228 ; value of lands exclusive of build- 
ings, $691,300; value of buildings, $264,530; value of live stock, 
$451,626, and total value of products not fed, $747,445. The number 
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of manufacturing establishments was 27, capital $63,452 ; wages paid, 
$10,240; cost of materials, $36,839, and total value of products, 
$63,694. The total assessed valuation of real and personal property 
in the county in 1905 was $1,072,249 and in 1906 it was $1,510,149, 
which shows an increase during the year of $437,900. The popula- 
tion in 1900 consisted of 12,202 whites, 1,342 colored, a total of 
13,544 and an increase of 1,836 over the year 1890. In 1906, the 
population was estimated at 15,000. Land values are increasing. 

Ittabena, an incorporated post-town of Leflore county, at the 
junction of the main line of the Southern Ry., and its Tallahatchie 
branch, and 10 miles west of Greenwood, the county seat. There 
are two banks — the Bank of Ittabena and the Ittabena Banking & 
Trust Co. ; also several fine general stores, a cotton-seed oil mill and 
some other manufacturing plants. The population in 1906 is esti- 
mated at 1,000. 

Ituma, a post-hamlet of Holmes county, about 9 miles north 
of Lexington, the county seat. Population in 1900, 22. 

Iuka, the county seat of Tishomingo county, is an incorporated 
post-town on the Southern Ry., 22 miles southeast of Corinth. 
The original name of Iuka was Gresham's Mills, and there are 
seventeen mineral springs here, which attract many visitors every 
year. The following information is taken from Goodspeed's 
Memoirs of Mississippi : "The county of Tishomingo was named 
in honor of an Indian (Chickasaw) chief who died about 1836 at 
Iuka Springs and was buried on the site of Iuka. The town of 
Iuka was named in memory of Iuka, a chief who died also while 
camping at the springs and was there buried. The Iuka Springs 
were looked upon by the Indians as the pools of new life, and to 
them they were carried when age overtook them to partake of their 
waters and to receive a renewal of youth, but to such new life could 
not be given. Thus the locality of Iuka became a burial place for 
Indians, and when the town was established, the graves were visible 
all over the site. . . . The first paper published at Iuka was 
established in 1850 or thereabouts. E. P. Oden started one called 
the Tishomingo Herald, in 1867, and the same year Dr. M. A. 
Simmons issued the Iuka Mirror, and Dr. Davis the Iuka Gazette. 
J. J. Chambers took the Iuka Mirror in 1881, and later called it the 
Iuka Reporter." (Mem. of Miss., vol. i, p. 259). The Vidette, a 
Democratic weekly, was founded here in 1881, G. W. Dudley, editor 
and owner. Iuka was the scene of much fighting during the War 
1861-5, Here occurred an indecisive battle between Gen. Rose- 
crans and Gen. Price, on the 19th of September, 1862, and a fight 
July 7 and 9, 1863. A branch bank of the Tishomingo Savings In- 
stitution, of Corinth, Miss., was established here in 1897, with a 
capital of $10,000. The town is located in a good farming and stock- 
raising district. It has an express and telegraph office, and several 
churches. The Iuka Female Institute is located here. Its popula- 
tion in 1900, was 882 ; in 1906 it was estimated at 2,000. There are 
a score or more of good general stores, a saw mill, a planing mill, a 
steam laundry, a grist mill, cotton gin, bottling works, and an 
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electric light plant owned and operated by the town. There are 
two good hotels and two livery barns. The following fraternities 
have lodges here : Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Honor, Knights 
of Pythias, and Woodmen of the World. The following religious 
denominations have churches: Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Episcopal and Christian. 

Iuka, battle of. This was an attempt by Gen. Grant to crush 
the command of Gen. Sterling Price, which had taken an exposed 
position at Iuka. (See War of 1861-65.) Two Federal columns 
were to close in upon Iuka, Sept. 19, 1862, one under Rosecrans 
on the Jacinto road, and one under Ord north of the railroad- 
Price had troops posted to meet an attack from the north, when 
about noon his pickets were driven in by Rosecrans from the 
south. Gen. Henry Little, of Missouri, commanding one of the 
divisions, was ordered to meet Rosecrans, and Col. Wirt Adams 
was depended upon to check the advance of Ord. Little sent the 
brigade of Gen. Louis Hebert to take position to hold the cross 
roads, about a mile south of Iuka, and keep Rosecrans from the 
Fulton road, Price's only path of escape. Sanborn's Federal bri- 
gade came up and went into battle against Hebert about four 
o'clock in the evening, and was reinforced by another brigade, 
while Col. John D. Martin's Mississippi brigade (36th, 37th and 
38th Miss, and 37th Ala.) was brought to support Hebert, with 
whom was one Mississippi regiment, the 40th. These brigades 
bore the brunt of the battle which raged fiercely until dark, though 
other brigades were in line toward the last. Hebert reported that 
his and Martin's brigade were only 3,179 strong. Probably about 
the same number of Federals were in line of battle. Price's entire 
command was about 17,000 and Ord and Rosecrans together had 
about the same, but only a small part of either army was engaged. 
Gen. Little himself led the 37th and 38th into the fight, and while 
so doing was hit in the forehead by a minie ball and instantly 
killed. He was one of the most promising soldiers of the army, 
abler than many of his superior officers. Col. Colbert then took 
command of Hebert's brigade, and Hebert of the battle line. Most 
of the fight centered about an Ohio battery of six guns stationed 
near the cross roads, which was taken and retaken, many soldiers 
falling in the struggle. But the Confederates finally held it. 
King's St. Louis battery was the only Confederate artillery in 
action. 

There was a strange circumstance connected with this battle, 
and essential to its understanding. Gen. Ord, waiting to hear the 
sound of Rosecrans' cannon, never heard them, and consequently 
did not attack, saving Price from disaster. Gen. Grant, at Burns- 
ville, frankly admitted that he did not hear the guns, and news- 
paper correspondents explained it by saying that he was drunk, 
almost putting an end to his career. But Confederate soldiers also 
testified that at four miles distance they did not hear the battle. 
There was a stiff breeze from the north all day, which explained 
this remarkable condition. (Iuka Vidette, 1896.) 
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The loss in killed and wounded by the Mississippi regiments 
was, 36th, 22; 37th, 32; 38th, 8; 40th, 49. Martin reported that his 
men behaved like veterans, though for the first time under fire. 
Colbert's regiment was particularly praised by Price. In the 
night, Maury's division was withdrawn from in front of Ord, who 
had .been too slow to carry out Grant's plans; Hebert moved, away 
unmolested from the front of Rosecrans, who had been severely 
punished, and Price's army marched out by the Fulton road, the 
cavalry of Adams and others holding the enemy in check, and on 
the 22d went into camp at Baldwin. The total Federal loss was 
reported at 790; Confederate, 86 killed and 438 wounded. 

Jacinto, a post-village in the southeastern part of Alcorn county, 
about 16 miles southeast of Corinth. Rienzi is its nearest rail- 
road and banking town. It was named from a Spanish word mean- 
ing "hyacinth." It lies in a hilly country, and has a church and an 
academy. Population in 1900, 89. 

Jack, a hamlet in the northern part of Copiah county, 10 miles 
west of Crystal Springs, the nearest railroad and banking town. 
The postoffice at this place was discontinued in 1905, and it now has 
rural free delivery from Utica. Population in 1900, 45. 

Jackson, the State capital, is located in the county of Hinds, on 
the west bank of the Pearl river, 175 miles north of New Orleans 
and 45 miles east of Vicksburg. After the admission of Missis- 
sippi as a State in 1817, the capital was more or less peripatetic. 
Washington and Natchez, the old capitals, were not deemed near 
enough to the center of the State, and other towns were trying to 
secure the location of the capital in their midst. The Legislature 
of 1821 met in the courthouse of Columbia, Marion county. On 
February 12, of this year, it appointed Thomas Hinds, James 
Patton and William Latimore Commissioners, to locate a seat of 
government for the State. November 28, 1821, this act was 
amended to read as follows: "Thomas Hinds and William Lati- 
more, Commissioners appointed by the act of which .this is a supple- 
ment, and Peter A. Van Dorn are hereby authorized and empowered 
to locate the east halves of sections 3 and 10, and the west halves 
of sections 10 and 11 in township 5, range 1, east of the basis 
meridian, as a permanent seat of government of the State. The said 
Commissioners are hereby authorized and empowered to lay off 
a town on such part of the location so made, and on such a plan 
as said Commissioners may deem most advisable. The town shall 
be called and known by the name of Jackson, in honor of Major- 
General Andrew Jackson." The Commissioners were also author- 
ized to appoint a Superintendent of buildings, whose duty it should 
be to employ "one or more suitable persons to build a commodious 
house on an economical plan for the reception of the General 
Assembly." 

The Commissioners duly carried out these instructions and in 
January, 1822, the sixth session of the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi met for the first time in Jackson in the little brick State 
House building, which had been erected at a cost of about $3,000. 
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The State officers were housed elsewhere. The Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1832 met in this building, and it continued to serve as 
the meeting place of the Legislature until the completion of the 
second State Capitol in 1839, now known as the "Old Capitol." 
Among the more noteworthy events connected with this historic 
old structure, are the reception of Henry Clay, the "Great Pacifica- 
tor," as a public guest beneath its roof in 1844; the Convention of 
1850, called to inquire into the question of Federal relations; the 
famous Secession Convention that met in the Hall of Representa- 
tives on the morning of January 7, 1861, and, three days later, passed 
the momentous ordinance of secession amid a breathless silence, by 
the decisive vote of 84 to 15 ; the notorious "Black and Tan" Con- 
vention, which began its sessions in the Hall of Representatives on 
January 7, 1868, presided over by "Buzzard" Eggleston, of Lowndes 
county, and sat until May 18th; the expulsion of Governor 
Humphreys from the Executive Office by force of arms in June, 
1868; the presentment of articles of impeachment against Governor 
Ames in March, 1876 ; the last public appearance of the venerable 
and revered Jefferson Davis, when he appeared at the Capitol in 
response to an invitation of the Legislature of 1884 ; and finally, the 
Constitutional Convention of 1890, which met on August 12th, and 
framed the present constitution of the State. In 1903, the mag- 
nificent new capitol building, erected on a hill to the north of the 
old capitol on the site of the State penitentiary grounds, at a cost 
of a little over $1,000,000, was completed. It is worthy of note 
that it was finished within contract time, without extras and within 
the estimated sum of the contract. It is built. of Bedford stone on a 
base of cement concrete and Georgia granite, and rises to a height 
of 135 feet. The classic lines of its architecture render it one of the 
most imposing and beautiful public buildings in the country. Jan- 
uary 19, 1904, Gov. James Kimble Vardaman took the oath of office 
in the new building, and the same year it was occupied by the other 
State officials, the Supreme Court and the Legislature. 

Jackson is situated on high ground and is regularly laid out. It 
is healthy, progressive, and in the center of a rich cotton growing 
district. In four years it has more than doubled its population 
and trebled in business. By reason of its location at a distance of 
175 miles from a large city it commands an immense territory for its 
wholesale trade. The Pearl river is navigable for eight months in 
the year for more than 100 miles above the city, offering a splendid 
field for the establishment of wood-working industries, using timber 
from the primeval forests which abound along the upper reaches of 
the Pearl and its tributaries. Several magnificent new buildings 
have recently been erected, including two bank and office buildings, 
and the new deaf and dumb institute, constructed by the State at 
a cost of $100,000. Besides the State capitol and the Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb, Jackson is the seat of the Mississippi State 
Institution for the Blind and has three orphanages with 300 children 
being cared for. Five institutions of learning are located here with 
an annual enrollment of 1,000 students, among them the well known 
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Millsaps College, and Belhaven Female College. The city has five 
graded schools, with a total enrollment of nearly 2,500 pupils, con- 
stituting one of the best public school systems in the State. Among 
its other educational establishments are the Mississippi Conserva- 
tory of Art and Expression, four business colleges, Jackson College 
and Campbell College for negroes. 

During recent years it has become the greatest railroad center 
in the State, and lines of railroad now radiate from Jackson in 
seven directions. The following lines enter the city : The Illinois 
Central, the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley, the Alabama & Vicksburg, 
and the Gulf & Ship Island. These provide the city with excep- 
tional shipping facilities in every direction, and as a direct result, 
its manufacturing population has risen rapidly within the last 
decade. In proportion to capital invested, Jackson has the largest 
manufacturing output of any city in the State, and is second in 
number of establishments. The census of 1900 gives the following 
manufacturing statistics for the city: Number of establishments, 
83 ; capital, $953,508 ; average number of wage-earners, 735 ; wages 
paid, $263,645 ; cost of materials used, $1,075,845 ; value of products, 
$1,724,395. The manufacture of commercial fertilizers has long 
been one of its chief industries, and it now has what is perhaps the 
best equipped fertilizer factory in the State. A great growth is 
shown in the manufacturing industries since the census of 1900, 
the number of manufacturing plants now in the fcity being placed 
at 56, which give daily employment to 3,000, with a weekly pay roll 
of approximately $25,000. Among these are several large cotton 
seed oil mills, three large fertilizer factories, iron foundries, six 
wood working plants, an ice factory, etc. It has twelve wholesale 
firms handling a business of more than $10,000,000 annually, and 
does a large shipping business in cotton and other produce. 

Jackson has several miles of well paved streets, an excellent 
sewerage and water works systems, an electric street railway system 
covering the principal part of the city, gas and electricity, and an 
up-to-date fire department, with modern stations and paid service. 
It has two Baptist churches, two Methodist, two Presbyterian, an 
Episcopal, Catholic, Christian and Jewish church, besides churches 
of all denominations for the colored population. There are five 
hotels, and eleven banking institutions, with a combined capital and 
surplus of $1,375,000, and deposits varying from $3,000,000 to 
$4,000,000. The First National Bank was established in 1885, 
capital $100,000; the Jackson Bank established in 1889, capital 
$100,000 ; the Merchants' Bank established in 1896, capital $100,000 ; 
the Mississippi Bank and Trust Co., established in 1903, capital 
$100,000; the, Capital National Bank established in 1903, capital 
$200,00 ; the Citizens State Bank & Trust Co., capital $25,000. There 
are two daily papers, the Clarion-Ledger and the Evening News, 
both Democratic in politics. The Leader, and the Reporter, are 
weekly Republican papers. Other publications are the People's 
Defender (colored), a Republican weekly; the Baptist, a weekly 
church publication; the Mississippi School Journal, and the Mis- 




MISSISSIPPI 



953 



sissippi Teacher, monthly educational journals, and the Church 
News and American Churchman, an Episcopalian monthly. 

The position of Jackson as the political center of the State, the 
seat of the State's highest court and the Federal courts, and the 
home of many of the Stated public institutions, its ample railroad 
facilities, and remarkable commercial development within recent 
years, its modern improvements, fine hotels, city hall, public works, 
parks, etc., and its beautiful homes, cultured population, and its 
religious and educational advantages, render it one of the most at- 
tractive and prosperous cities in the South. In 1905, the city debt 
was $305,000 ; assessed valuation of property, $7,757,425.59 ; tax rate, 
18 mills ; with a population of 36,000 estimated on the city directory 
and children enrolled in the public schools. 

Jackson, Andrew. "General Jackson was one of those rare cre- 
ations of nature which appear at long intervals to astonish and 
delight mankind. It seems to be settled in the public mind that 
he was born in South Carolina, but there is no 'certainty of the 
fact. His early life was very obscure, and he himself was uncer- 
tain of his birthplace, though he believed it was South Carolina." 
Some of his friends believed he was born in Ireland and brought 
to the Carolinas in infancy. His mother was 'a little, dumpy, red- 
headed Irish woman.' When Andy left home to go to Tennessee, 
she told him, 'Never tell a lie, nor take what is not your own, nor 
sue anybody for slander or assault and battery. Always settle 
them cases yourself/ . . . Jackson was a restless and enter- 
prising man, embarking in many schemes for the accumulation of 
fortune, not usually resorted to by professional men, or men en- 
gaged in public matters. In business he was cautious. He was a 
remarkable judge of human character, and rarely gave his confi- 
dence to untried men. Notwithstanding the impetuosity of his 
nature, upon occasion he could be as cool and as calculating as a 
Yankee. . . . He was in the habit of trading with the low 
country, that is, with the inhabitants of Mississippi and Louisiana. 
Many will remember the charge brought against him pending his 
candidacy for the presidency, of having been, in early life, a negro- 
trader, or dealer in slaves. This charge was strictly true, though 
abundantly disapproved by the oaths of his principal partner. 
Jackson had a small store, or trading establishment, at Bruins- 
burgh, near the mouth of the Bayou Pierre, in Claiborne county, 
Miss. It was at this point he received the negroes, purchased by 
his partner at Nashville, and sold them to the planters in the 
neighborhood. Sometimes, when the price was better, or the sales 
were quicker, he carried them to Louisiana." This was during 
the Spanish occupation of Natchez district. "Thomas M. Green 
and Abner Green were young men at the time, though both were 
men of family. To both of them Jackson, at different times, sold 
negroes, and the writer now has bills of sale for negroes sold to 
Abner Green, in the handwriting of Jackson, bearing his signa- 
ture, written, as it always was, in large and bold characters, ex- 
tending quite half across the sheet. At this store, which stood 
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immediately upon the bank of the Mississippi, there was a race 
track, for quarter races (a sport Jackson was then very fond of) 
and many an anecdote was rife in the neighborhood of the skill 
of the old hero in pitting a cock or turning a quarterhorse." (W. 

H. Sparks, Memories of Fifty Years.) 

When at Nashville, Jackson made his home for a time at a board- 
ing house where two other inmates were a young Virginian, 
Robards, and his wife, Rachael, daughter of Col. John Donelson. 
Perceiving that Robards was jealous of the ordinary courtesies 
that a young and handsome woman attracts, Jackson changed his 
abode. A year or two later Robards applied for a divorce and 
abandoned his wife. Jackson arranged that she should go to Nat- 
chez, down the river, with the party of Col. Stark, in 1790. For 
more than 15 months she was entertained at the home of Thomas 
Marston Green, until she had been granted a divorce by the Span- 
ish government. In 1791, Jackson came down to the settlement, 
and they were married by Thomas Green, acting as a magistrate. 
Robards and Miss Donelson had been married in Kentucky under 
Virginia law. He petitioned the legislature of Virginia for a di- 
vorce. The legislature, by act, authorized the supreme court of 
Kentucky to try the case, but Robards took no action, until after 
the Natchez marriage. Then he could, of course, obtain a formal 
decree in 1793, and Jackson and his wife had another marriage 
ceremony performed in 1794. 

In the early part of the war of 1812, Jackson experienced one of 
the most painful trials of his career, in Mississippi. He had, act- 
ing as Gen. Claiborne had done, in response to the appeal for as- 
sistance, organized a brigade of militia at Nashville, composed of 

I, 400 infantry and riflemen and 670 mounted riflemen. "On the 
7th of January, 1813, he broke up his camp at Nashville; the 
mounted infantry took up the line of march through the Indian 
country to Natchez, during inclement weather, and over roads 
almost impassable. The infantry embarked in thirteen boats, and 
set off in the midst of a severe winter on their perilous voyage 
down the Cumberland, Ohio and Mississippi rivers, more than fif- 
teen hundred miles. After a voyage of five weeks they arrived at 
Natchez on the 15th of February, and encamped on the west side 
of Washington, the territorial capital. Here they were joined by 
the mounted troops, which had arrived a few days before." Or- 
ders were soon received from the secretary of war, to discharge 
his men from service,* and "deliver all the public stores and prop- 
erty in his possession into the hands of General Wilkinson, com- 
mander of the Seventh district." This was something that An- 
drew Jackson would never do for James Wilkinson, of all men. 
Despite the efforts of Wilkinson to persuade him to obey, he de- 
termined to hold his command intact to march back to Tennes- 
see, and obtained funds on his own responsibility. Wilkinson 
sent recruiting officers to bring Jackson's Tennesseeans over into 
Claiborne's camp of United States volunteers, but they were noti- 
fied that they would be drummed out of camp. "The line of march 
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was at length taken up for Tennessee through the Chocktaw and 
Chickasaw countries, the commander refusing to leave a single 
man behind who had life in him/' 

Such is the story in Monette's history of the Valley. But the 
secretary of war explained to Jackson that the order of Feb. 5 for 
the discharge of the troops was intended to reach him before he 
came down the Mississippi. Funds were provided for the pay of 
the troops as soon as they returned to Tennessee. The cause of 
the apparent mistreatment of Jackson and his troops was that 
Congress, before Jackson could leave Tennessee, burning for the 
conquest of Mobile, Pensacola and St. Augustine, had declined 
to approve the president's policy to occupy the two Floridas. 
Thomas H. Benton, while at Natchez, did not agree with Jackson 
about the situation, and before they returned to the Mississippi 
territory, for the Creek war, they had a street fight in Nashville, 
that left the general with a crippled arm. 

The Mississippi archives show that on March 16 Gen. Jackson 
informed Gov. Holmes of his "intention to leave the territory in 
pursuance of orders from the general government/* The gover- 
nor assurred the general that the patriotic enthusiasm of the Ten- 
nessee people and the conduct of the troops while in Mississippi 
territory had excited feelings of gratitude and respect. In his ad- 
dress to his troops at Nashville, April 24, the general "acknowl- 
edged with gratitude the many obligations we owe to his excel- 
lency, Governor Holmes, for his liberality and humanity, while in 
the Mississippi territory, and for his offering facilities and the 
means of comfort for the sick on their return march." After the 
War with the Creeks (q. v.) in January, 1814, the Mississippi legis- 
lature adopted resolutions of thanks and voted a sword to General 
Jackson. 

In 1820, after two failures to make a treaty with the Choctaws, 
the Mississippi delegation in congress asked President Monroe to 
entrust the task to Gen. Jackson, with whom Gen. Hinds was to 
be associated, and the delegation sent him a letter begging his 
acceptance. Jackson responded, in a letter to John C. Calhoun: 
"I had determined to never have anything to do again in Indian 
treaties," but, "I never can withhold my services when required 
by Mr. Monroe. I owe a debt of gratitude to the people of Mis- 
sissippi and their late governor for their support in our late strug- 
gle with Great Britain; by him and them I was well supported. 
I feel it a duty, therefore, to endeavor to serve them, when they, 
by their representations, believe I have it in my power." Conse- 
quently the general attended the council of Choctaws at Doak's 
station on the Natchez road, October, 1820, and was successful in 
adding a large area of land to the available domain. Within this 
was located the State capital, which was named in his honor. He 
was entertained at Jackson, during his first candidacy for the presi- 
dency, toward which the State gave him her support in 1824, 1828, 
and 1832. His last visit was in January, 1840, returning from his 
trip to New Orleans to witness the laying of the cornerstone of 
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the monument. He was received with great, enthusiasm at Nat- 
chez and Vicksburg, and at the State capital on the 20th. 

In January, 1846, Gov. Brown transmitted to the legislature the 
resolutions of the Texas congress tendering Jackson the gratitude 
of that North American State. "It was not* given to the venerable 
patriot to receive this tribute. He died at the hermitage, June 8, 
1845, full of years and full of honors. . . . The perusal of 
these resolutions awaken in our. minds the liveliest recollections 
of a man who has left the impress of his mighty intellect on all 
the interests and institutions of his country. He was ever the 
fast and unchanging friend of Mississippi." (Also see Poindexter, 
George.) 

Jackson County is located in the extreme southeastern corner of 
the State and is one of the three Gulf coast counties of Mississippi. 
It was established at the same time as Hancock county, December 
14, 1812, and a brief sketch of the early days of this region will be 
found in the history of that county. The original act defined its 
boundaries as follows: "South of the 31st degree of north lati- 
tude, and west of the dividing ridge between the Mobile and 
Pascagoula, and east of a line running due north from the middle 
of the Bay of Biloxi to the 31st degree of north latitude, shall 
compose a county, which shall be called Jackson." In 1821 and 
1823 the northern tier of townships south of the 31st parallel 
were annexed to Greene county (q. v.), and in 1841 the western part 
of Jackson was taken to assist in forming the county of Harrison 
(q. v.). As early as the year 1699, the French, under dlberville, 
built a fort on the east side of the Back Bay of Biloxi, and called 
it Fort Maurepas, the site of which is now in the town of Ocean 
Springs. A little later, in 1701, under orders from home, the 
colony was removed to Dauphine Island, Mobile Bay, and in 1720, 
the colony was again removed to the site of the present city of 
Biloxi. Among the very earliest white settlements in the State, are 
those of the French on the Pascagoula river, while the region about 
its mouth and along its banks show traces of very ancient settle- 
ments prior to the coming of the whites. The old French settlers 
on Pascagoula Bay recount many fanciful Indian legends of early 
days, notably the origin of the "mysterious music," a strange wild 
musical sound often heard here along the Pascagoula river and bay, 
and no section of the State is more fascinating to the student of 
American antiquities. The county did its full share in shaping the 
early history of the State and was well represented in the Con- 
stitutional Convention of 1817, by John McLeod and Thomas Bilbo. 
The many French and Spanish names, which prevail throughout 
this region, tell the story of the varied allegiance its people have 
owned. The county was named for President Andrew Jackson, is 
about 45 by 36 miles in dimensions and has a land surface of 1,073 
square miles. It is bounded on the north by Greene county, on the 
south by the Gulf of Mexico, on the east by the State of Alabama 
and on the west by Harrison county. The quiet waters of Missis- 
sippi Sound wash its coast and afford excellent protection to ship- 
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ping, while a splendid harbor, with 23 feet of water at low tide, 
adapted to vessels of the largest tonnage, is found under Horn 
Island, 8 miles off the mouth of Pascagoula river. The United 
States government is .now engaged in dredging a ship channel 
from the Gulf into the Pascagdula river, 18 feet deep, and at a cost of 
a million dollars. Its largest town and county seat is Pascagoula, 
formerly Scranton, a place of 4,000 people, located on the Pas- 
cagoula Bay and. river. It ranks as an important manufacturing 
point with Columbus, Corinth, Meridian and Biloxi, a prominence 
due to the immense investment in lumber mills at this point and its 
big oyster and fish canneries. Other important coast towns are 
Ocean Springs and Moss Point, containing respectively 1,255 and 
3,000 inhabitants. Both of these towns attract many tourists from 
the north in the winter and from the south in the summer. Pas- 
cagoula and Ocean Springs are situated on the line of the Louis- 
ville & Nashville R. R., and are easily reached. Moss Point, a few 
miles north on the Pascagoula river, is a town of 3,000 people and 
owes its growth and prosperity to the extensive lumber industry 
of the section. The Pascagoula river, the largest stream in the 
eastern part of the State, flows from the north through the center 
of the county and empties into Pascagoula Bay. The Escatawpa 
river enters the county at its northeastern corner, flows along its 
eastern border and finally empties into Pascagoula river near its 
mouth. These two streams and their numerous tributaries, afford 
the region excellent water privileges, which are largely used in 
floating and marketing its timber, turpentine and resin products. 
The timber growth consists principally of long leaf or yellow pine 
and exists in large quantities, is very accessible and is the ranking 
industry of the county. A hardwood belt of thousands of acres 
skirts the river on either side its full length. The lumber trade 
to European, Central and South American ports and the West 
Indies, has grown very large and lucrative. The southern coast 
of the county is traversed by the line of the Louisville & Nashville 
R. R., connecting New Orleans and Mobile, and the Mobile, Jackson 
& Kansas City R. R. crosses its northeast corner. 

The land is low and level along the coast and gently undulating 
as it slopes north. The soil is a sandy loam and while not very 
fertile naturally, fertilizers ate cheap, and with a moderate use, 
good crops of fruits and vegetables are raised for home consump- 
tion and market at good profit. Jackson county produces in great 
quantities the famous paper shell pecans, which bring such fancy 
prices on the market. Most of the noted varieties have originated 
in this county, and extensive groves have already been set and 
others are being rapidly planted, both by the older settlers, and by 
capitalists from the North and West. Some good wines are made 
from the vineyards of this section, particularly from the Scupper- 
nong grape. A thriving industry is conducted in fish and oysters, 
obtained in great abundance, and numerous canning establish- 
ments exist. The twelfth U. S. Census, 1900, gives the following 
statistics for the county: Number of farms 544, acreage in farms 
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106,370, acres improved 8,239, value of lands exclusive of buildings 
$352,130, value of buildings $185,450, value of live stock $221,653, 
total value of products not fed $192,249. The number of manufac- 
turing establishments was 78, capital invested $2,383,413, wages paid 
$424^513, cost of materials $943,967, and total value of products 
$1,937,702. The total assessed valuation of real and personal prop- 
erty in the county in 1905 was $3,001,860 and in 1906 it was 
$5,285,712, which shows an increase of $2,283,852 during the year. 
The population in 1900 consisted of 10,697 whites, 5,816 colored, a 
total of 16,513, and an increase of 5,262 over the year 1890. Esti- 
mated population in 1906 shows 21,000 inhabitants. 

Jackson, siege of, see War of 1861-65. 

Jacobs, a postoffice of Jefferson county. 

Jago, a postoffice of De Soto county, located on Horn Lake 
creek, 8 miles north of Hernando, the county seat and nearest bank- 
ing town. 

James, a postoffice in the western part of Washington county, 
on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 15 miles south of Green- 
ville, the county seat. 

Janet, a postoffice of Greene county, 16 miles northwest of 
Leakesville, the county seat. 

Janice, a postoffice of Perry county, 14 miles due south of New 
Augusta, the county seat. 

Jasper County was created December 13, 1833, and was named 
for Sergeant Jasper, of Fort Moultrie fame. It was carved from 
territory just north of the old Mt. Dexter Treaty line, acquired 
from the Choctaws in 1830, and was originally occupied by the 
Six Town tribe of that nation. The following were its limits as 
defined in the original act: "Beginning at the point at which the 
line between ranges 13 and 14 crosses the line between townships 
4 and 5, to the line between ranges 9 and 10 east; from thence 
south, with said line, between ranges 9 and 10 east, to the southern 
boundary of the Choctaw nation ; from thence an eastern direction 
with said southern boundary line, to the point at which the line 
between ranges 13 and 14 east would strike said boundary line, if 
extended south to the same ; and from thence north, with said line 
between ranges 13 and 14 east, to the place of beginning." 

Soon after the removal of the Choctaws from the region, it was 
rapidly settled by a wealthy and thriving class of emigrants from 
the older States, and the other parts of Mississippi. The old town 
of Garlandville, below mentioned, is said to be the oldest town in 
Jasper county. It was settled early in 1833, and about this time 
John H. Ward opened a tavern in a small house owned by John 
Garland, a half-breed Indian. He presented the house to the land- 
lord's wife, who reciprocated by naming the town in his honor. 
Many wealthy planters were in the neighborhood, who did their 
business in the town. Among the early settlers were the families 
of Watts, Brown, Hodge, Williams, Dellahay, Beard, Cowan, Lay- 
erly, Hamlet, and Harris. The town raised two companies — 
Capt. Chatfield's of the 20th Miss., and Capt. Lopo s of the 37th 
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Miss. — at the outbreak of the War between the States. The war 
was disastrous to the surrounding slave owners, and most of the 
business of the flourishing old town has moved to the railroad, so 
that little is left to remind one of its former glory. The county has 
a land surface of 647 square miles and the county seat is the little 
town of Paulding, named for John Paulding, who assisted in the 
capture of Major Andre during the war of the Revolution. In the 
early days, it was an inland town of some note, but it has not 
grown in size and is now a town of only 229 inhabitants. There 
are no large settlements within the borders of the county, the little 
railroad towns of Heidelberg, Vosburg, Stringer, and Montrose; 
and Garlandville and Vernon off the railroads, are among the more 
important ones. The Eastern Clarion, one of the oldest news- 
papers in the State and now published in Jackson under the name 
of the Clarion-Ledger, was issued as a weekly at Paulding in the 
early thirties. The principal water courses of the county are Talla- 
homa and Nuakfuppa creeks and their tributaries, and the numerous 
small streams in the eastern part of the county which empty into 
the Chickasawhay river. The New Orleans & North Eastern R. R. 
cuts across the southeastern corner of the county and the new 
line of the Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City R. R. traverses its 
western border from north to south. It is a land of beautiful 
prairies, located in the central prairie belt of the State, and its 
interests are almost exclusively agricultural. The surface of the 
land is level in the valleys, undulating or hilly elsewhere. The 
timber consists of oaks, long leaf pine, hickory, beech, elm, and 
gum; extensive beds of marl are found in various parts of the 
county. The soil is generally light and sandy with a clay subsoil, 
fertile on the bottoms, and produces good crops of cotton, corn, 
oats, sugar cane, rice, sweet, potatoes and sorghum, and all the 
garden vegetables and fruits adapted to the latitude. Excellent 
pasturage, winter and summer, is to be found, and much of the 
wealth of the region is in its live stock. The climate is very health- 
ful and mild ; numerous schools, and churches of all denominations, 
are scattered over the county. 

The twelfth census of the United States for the year 1900 shows 
the following statistics for the county: Number of farms 2,254, 
acreage in farms 294,657, acres improved 82,259, value of land 
exclusive of buildings $775,660, value of the buildings, $360,790, 
value of live stock $469,234, total value of products not fed to 
stock $864,435. The number of manufacturing establishments was 
32, capital $44,024, wages paid $4,541, cost of materials $15,295 
and total value of products $35,044. The total assessed valuation 
of real and personal property in the county in 1905 was $1,782,076 
and in 1906 it was $3,152,157, which shows an increase for the year 
of $1,370,081. The population of the county in 1900 was, whites 
7,729, colored. 7,665, a total of 15,394, and 609 more than in 1890. 
The population in 1906 was about 17,000. . 
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Java, a hamlet in the southeastern part of Neshoba county, 15 
miles southeast of Philadelphia, the county seat. It has a money 
order postoffice. 

Jaynesville, a post-hamlet in the southeastern part of Simpson 
county, 13 miles south of Mendenhall. The station of Saratoga, 
5 miles east, on the Gulf & Ship Island R. R., is the nearest rail- 
road point. Population in 1900, 48. 

Jeannette, a post-hamlet of Adams county, situated on Second 
creek, about 12 miles east of Natchez. Population in 1900, 27. 

Jefferson, a post-hamlet of Carroll county, 9 miles due north of 
Carrollton, the county seat, and nearest railroad and banking town. 
Population in 1900, 25. 

Jefferson College. Jefferson College was incorporated by an act 
of the legislature of the Mississippi Territory, May 13, 1802. It 
was the first institution of learning established under the author- 
ity of the State, and is today the oldest endowed college in the 
southwest. Under its charter the institution had no endowment, 
but was to be supported by voluntary contributions, for which 
purpose the Trustees were authorized to receive donations from 
the citizens of the Territory and elsewhere, also "to raise for the 
benefit of the College, by lottery, a sum not exceeding ten thou- 
sand dollars. " It was named "in honor of Thomas Jefferson, 
President of the United States, and President of the American 
Philosophical Society." The Trustees were empowered to select 
a site for the college, contract for suitable buildings, engage in- 
structors and other necessary officers and to confer degrees of 
Bachelor and Master of Arts. The institution was to be free from 
all denominational control. Instructors and students were to be 
exempt from all militia duty, while members of the College; "ex- 
cept in a general invasion of the Territory." Finally, the property 
of the College was made exempt from all taxation. Pursuant to 
the charter, the Trustees met Jan. 3, 1803, at the town of Wash- 
ington and organized by the election of William C. C. Claiborne, 
governor of the Territory, President ; William Dunbar, Vice Pres- 
ident, Felix Huges, Secretary, and Cato West, Treasurer. As the 
last named officer declined to serve, Alexander Montgomery was 
chosen in his place on June 6, following. At thi§ first meeting 
were present the following named gentlemen: Wm. C. C. Clai- 
borne, John Ellis, Wm. Dunbar, Anthony Hutchins, David Latti- 
more, Sutton Banks, Alexander Montgomery, Daniel Burnet, 
David Kerr, D. W. Breazeale, Abner Green, Cato West, Thos. 
Calvit, and Felix Hughes. In the effort to secure funds, two sep- 
arate addresses were moved and adopted. To Congress they 
stated, "in this first attempt to institute a place of general edu- 
cation for the youth of the Territory," which, by a law of the 
Legislature, had devolved upon them, an attempt attended with 
peculiar impediments, in a community but "lately emerged from 
the lethargic influence of an arbitrary government, averse from 
principle to general information, our citizens have hardly as yet 
become sensible of the necessity, and usefulness of Education; 
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unaccustomed to act in concert, their individual efforts have never 
aimed at more than private schools," consequently, "our citizens 
may be tardy in learning the necessity of affording effectual sup- 
port by voluntary contributions; our local government has no 
lands to bestow upon us. . . . In the Northwestern Territory, 
the general government acting on the ordinance of Congress has 
been attentive to the support of public instruction. Having a 
similar claim from a similitude of constitution, and such pressing 
inducements peculiar to ourselves, we rely with confident hope on 
your Honorable Body for such aid as you may judge proper." 

To the public, they issued a strong appeal for support, urging 
the lack of public funds, the benefits to be derived from educating 
the youth of the Territory at a home college, the dangers attend- 
ant on sending their children to foreign schools to be educated, 
and enlarged upon the theoretical and practical advantages to be 
derived from the encouragement of Education. The appeal to the 
public was unproductive, but Congress responded by a grant of 
a township of land, and some lots in and adjoining the city of 
Natchez. A scheme for a lottery contemplated by the charter, 
was prepared and reported by Mr. Dunbar, the Vice President, in 
June, 1803, but the attempt to raise funds by this means also 
proved unavailing, and after two years the plan was abandoned 
and the funds paid for tickets were returned to the purchasers. 
At. a meeting of the Board, held July 25, 1803, in Selsertown, a 
donation of lands by John and James Foster, and Randall Gibson, 
adjoining the town of Washington, and embracing Ellicott's 
Spring, was accepted. The donations were subsequently extended 
to embrace about 47 acres. The lots in Natchez were reported in 
1804 to have been duly located, but on account of adverse claims 
set up by a citizen and by the city of Natchez, a long delay and 
many years of expensive litigation resulted before anything was 
realized from the sale of the same. In 1817 the claim to the lots 
within the city was compromised and the College received $5,000 
for its interest. In 1827, 24 years after the grant was made by 
Congress, a compromise was effected with the city in regard to 
the out lot in front of the city, but the whole of the property was 
not finally disposed of until 1836, and a statement of the resources 
of the college in 1840 shows that there was still due from pur- 
chasers of Natchez lots the sum of $35,025.42. It was not until 
the 5th of June, 1812, that the township of land granted in 1803 
was located. The land selected was on both sides of the Tombig- 
bee river, about 20 miles above St. Stephens. Nothing, however, 
was realized from these lands until the year 1818, when the rapid 
emigration to Alabama created a demand for the lands, and the 
sum of $8,000 was realized at a first payment on 99 year leases. 
Two years later there was a great depreciation in the value of 
these lands, and all the lessees, with one inconsiderable exception, 
forfeited their leases to the college, rather than complete their 
payments on lands that were deemed worthless, and thus destroyed 
any future hope of revenue from this unfortunate location. In 



61-1 



Digitized by 




962 



MISSISSIPPI 



1832, Congress passed an act for the relief of the College, and it 
was authorized to relinquish the Tombigbee lands, and to locate 
other lands in the State of Mississippi, under most advantageous 
terms. "The ageht (of the college) was authorized to advertise 
for proposals for the purchase of the right of location under the 
fourth section of the act for the relief of the college, and subse- 
quently to sell and convey that right at the rate of six dollars and 
fifty cents per acre, payable in instalments. . . . The whole 
quantity was sold between the first of March and the sixth of Au- 
gust, 1833." The last note for these lands was due in 1839, but 
payment was retarded by the great financial panic which occurred 
in 1837. The debt, however, was believed to be perfectly safe, and 
$50,000 of the notes were converted into bank stock, which sub- 
sequently proved to be absolutely worthless. 

The long years of effort on the part of the Trustees of the Col- 
lege to procure an adequate income for the institution from its 
land grants, is only part of the story of all the embarrassments 
met with. After the final location of the College at Washington 
in 1803, numerous appeals were made to the public for assistance, 
and the Legislature was appealed to for a loan in December, 1805 ; 
all to no avail. Between this date and April, 1810, the Trustees 
held no meeting, and the affairs of the College lagged. In the 
meantime the Washington Academy had been established by the 
Rev. James Smylie, and temporary frame buildings erected on 
the college grounds. After a conference between the Boards of 
the two institutions, the buildings, together with the subscriptions 
for its support, were transferred to the Board of Trustees of the 
prospective College. The buildings were prepared for the purpose 
and it was announced that "an Academy, under the superintend- 
ence of Dr. Edwin Reese, assisted by Mr. Samuel Graham, would 
be opened on the first day of January, 1811. "Thus, nine years 
after the date of its charter, it was opened as an humble Academy, 
and so continued with many interruptions, until December, 1829, 
when it was reorganized on a system similar to that pursued at 
West Point, with much emphasis on the military feature. In 1818, 
the college met with another difficulty. An assembly of the clergy 
of all denominations at Washington, severely denounced the in- 
stitution, and its principal, James McAllister, who had been en- 
gaged the previous year, as unorthodox. McAllister died in 
November, 1821. He was a native of Scotland, educated at Glas- 
gow and Edinburgh, and had been chief agent of the United States 
treasury under Gallatin. Meanwhile, two loans amounting to 
$10,000, had been finally made to the college by the State, and it 
was farther embarrassed in 1825 by a measure introduced in the 
Legislature to institute suit for the recovery of the money loaned ; 
but fortunately the measure was defeated for the time being. In 
January, 1826." the charter was modified, and the Legislature was 
given the right to fill vacancies in the Board. In 1829 the^ Legis- 
lature was considering the idea of establishing a State institution, 
and an effort was made to have the College surrender its charter 
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to another institution erected in its stead. This plan was found 
impracticable after a conference between the agents appointed by 
the State, and the Trustees of the College. The institution was 
organized as a military school in 1829, after the plan of Capt. Al- 
den Partridge, of the Georgetown academy, and under the presi- 
dency of E. B. Williston, author of "Eloquence in the United 
States," and an edition of Tacitus. This gave the college new life. 
In 1832 there were 114 pupils, and in April of that year there was 
a commencement day and the degree of A. B. was conferred on 
three. President Williston resigned in the following month, and 
was succeeded by Maj. John Holbrook, who died September 1. 
January 1, 1833, Capt. Alden Partridge took charge. A few 
months later the cholera was raging. 

The following observations on the College in 1835, are from the 
pen of an observer, who subscribed himself a "Yankee/' and wrote 
a volume of travels on the Southwest: 

"The income of the college is now about eight thousand dollars, 
arising from a fund of more than one hundred and fifty thousand. 
The building is a large three story brick edifice, handsomely fin- 
ished, and capable of containing one hundred students. The loca- 
tion is highly beautiful, in a grove of majestic oaks, and at the 
head of a fine green parade, which lies, with a magnificent oak in 
its center, between it and the village. A primary department is 
connected with it; and a pleasant brick building, half surrounded 
with galleries, on the opposite side of the 'green/ is appropriated 
to this branch of the institution. The primary department, which 
includes a moiety of the students, is under the able superintend- 
ence of Professor Crane, a native of New-Jersey, and recently from 
West Point. . . . Since its organization until very recently, it 
has labored under pecuniary difficulties, with which it was unable 
to contend ; for a great part of the time it has been without pupils 
or teachers; and its halls have been occasionally used for private 
schools." 

After 1829, says this authority, the college "was more flourishing 
in every respect than any other in the southwest. But the new 
president, seized with the mania for cotton-planting, which infects 
all who reside here for any length of time, devoted a portion of his 
time to agricultural pursuits, and the patrons of the college, perhaps 
regarding this additional vocation as incompatible with that of in- 
structing, withdrew their sons, one after another, the novelty of a 
military education having worn off, and fell into the old mode of 
keeping them at home on their plantations, or sending them to 
Kentucky, the great academy for Mississippi youth, to complete 
their education. During the summer the president died and the 
institution again became disorganized. In 1833, Capt. Alden Par- 
tridge was invited by the Board of Trustees to assume the presi- 
dency, but after remaining a few months, returned to the North, 
unable to restore it to its former flourishing condition. The col- 
lege halls became again and for the sixth time since their founda- 
tion nearly deserted. In the spring of 1834, the Board invited two 
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professors to take charge of the college until they could decide 
upon the choice of a president. The present year, C. B. Dubuis- 
son, Esq., of Philadelphia, one of these professors, was unani- 
mously elected president and was inaugurated on the 6th of July, 
1835. Under the new president, who is a finished scholar and a 
very amiable and energetic man, the college has become very flour- 
ishing and is rapidly advancing to permanent literary distinction. 
Professor Symmes, a graduate of the University of Virginia, and 
an able scholar, is professor of mathematics. Under these two 
gentlemen, and the professor in the primary department, planters 
may now have their sons as well educated as at the north." 

"On the 2nd day of June, 1835, the first appropriation was made 
for the foundation of a library" for the College. (Jefferson Col- 
lege pamphlet of 1840.) The period 1833-38 was another period 
of marked decline in the affairs of the institution, and in the latter 
year the total enrollment of students was only 23, of whom, only 
five were in the collegiate department. At the close of the ses- 
sion in 1838, the president and faculty all resigned, and the ensu- 
ing year was spent in the reorganization of the college, the erec- 
tion of new and commodious buildings, repairs, and in enclosing 
and improving the grounds. In 1840, the work of the college was 
resumed, and an elaborate catalogue and historical sketch of the 
college was widely disseminated. Oct. 21, 1841, the college suf- 
fered a serious loss in the destruction by fire of its main building, 
involving a pecuniary loss of $30,000 ; 500 valuable volumes of the 
library were burned, and a much more serious loss was the de- 
struction of such archives of the Territory of Mississippi as had 
not been removed to Jackson. 

The authorities of the college had hoped that the State would 
not again demand the payment of the debt of $10,000 due it from 
the institution. But, in 1854, judgment was entered against it for 
the amount, which the college could ill afford to pay on account 
of the large shrinkage in its assets, since the prosperous statement 
issued in its catalogue of 1840. Consequently, pressure was 
brought to bear on the legislature, and the debt was cancelled in 
1859, on the payment of the costs of the suit by the college. At 
the same time the legislature loaned it 75 stand of arms, a most 
inadequate response to its application "for aid in the establishment 
of a normal department, and in placing the school on a military 
footing." "During the session of 1860 the Legislature passed an 
act transferring to the college a collection of specimens in natural 
history and geology, made by Prof. B. L. C. Wailes in connection 
with the State Agricultural and Geological Survey, and at that 
time deposited in the State Capital at Jackson." (History of Edu- 
cation in Mississippi, Mayes.) 

As the walls of the main building, burnt in 1841, were of brick, 
it was repaired, refitted, and again used in 1842. The college now 
entered on one of its prosperous periods, and in 1845 Professors 
Jacob Ammen, John Rowland and Orrick Metcalfe were placed 
in charge of its affairs. In October, 1850, President Ashbel Green, 
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son of Dr. Ashbel Green, long the president of Princeton College, 
was placed in charge. Rev. Charles Reighly, Rev. E. J. Cornish, 
J. J. Critchlow and the Rev. W. K. Douglass were successively in 
charge of the institution down to the year 1863. At the conclusion 
of the session of 1863, "the doors of the institution were closed by 
the stern pressure of war," and from that time until November, 
1865, the buildings of the college were used for a military bar- 
racks for the Federal troops. For the seven years following, Mr. 
Jesse Andrews was in charge of the work of the college, and finally 
in 1872, the present head, Prof. J. S. Raymond, "was elected presi- 
dent, and authorized to employ an assistant professor. Tuition 
was made free, and the educational advantages afforded by the 
the institution extended without charge to all male white pupils 
from Adams and adjoining counties. With occasional modifica- 
tions, this system of free scholarships continued in force until the 
expiration of the session of 1875, when regular rates of tuition 
were again imposed." (History of Education in Miss., Mayes.) 
Under the efficient control of President Raymond, the venerable 
institution has had a fairly successful and uneventful career, down 
to the present time. It is now in a flourishing condition, and 
is well patronized by the youth of that section of the State. In its 
long history of 103 years, it has been, essentially, an academy and 
a preparatory school, rather than a college proper, and Mr. Mayes 
says "it is believed that it has never yet graduated a student with 
an academic degree. Among its students have been the sons of 
Audubon, the celebrated naturalist, J. F. H. Claiborne; B. L. C. 
Wailes, Senator and Governor A. G. Brown, and Jefferson Davis." 

Its beautiful grounds now comprise about 80 acres, adorned 
with a wealth of forest and ornamental trees. It has two large 
brick main buildings, three and a half stories in height, in good 
repair and of imposing appearance. The library is well selected 
and contains over 2,000 volumes. It is well equipped with the 
latest philosophical and scientific apparatus. The military feat- 
ure of the college is now, as during most of its career, quite prom- 
inent. 

Jefferson County, first called Pickering, was established April 2, 
1799, by the following proclamation of Winthrop Sargent, the first 
Territorial Governor of Mississippi: "I do ordain and order by 
these letters made patent, that all and singular the lands lying 
and being within the boundaries of the Mississippi Territory * * * 
should constitute two counties — the division of which shall be a 
line, commencing at the mouth of FairchikTs creek, and running 
direct to the most southern part of Ellicottville ; thence easterly 
along the dividing ridge of the waters of Cole's and Sandy Creeks, 
so far as the present settlements extend, and thence by a due east 
line to the territorial boundary — the southern or lower division of 
which is named, and hereafter to be called Adams, and the northern 
or upper division, the county of Pickering." Within its extensive 
boundaries as thus outlined, were embraced the upper portion of 
the narrow fringe of white settlements, along the Mississippi, form- 
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ing a part of the so-called Natchez District, during the 18th cen- 
tury. The present area of Jefferson is about 519 square miles, 
embraced within the following limits : All that region lying between 
the southern boundary line of Claiborne county, (q. v.) and the 
northern line of Franklin and Adams counties, (q. v.), and west 
of the Choctaw boundary line drawn from a point, where the line 
between townships 9 and 10 intersects the same, south to a point 
where it is intersected by the line between townships 7 and 8, to 
the Mississippi river. 

It received its present name January 11, 1802, in honor of Pres- 
ident Thomas Jefferson. As early as the year 1768, and again in 
1772 and 1780, we find the English and Americans forming settle- 
ments within the region then known as a Spanish province. Many 
of the first American settlers of Jefferson county were from the 
Carolinas, Virginia and Maryland, among whom the names of 
Green, Moss, Dixon, Harrison, Wood, Magruder, Dunbar, Benoit, 
Nutt, Nolan, Montgomery, Calvit and Hunt are prominent. They 
settled along Cole's creek, in the region around Petit Gulf, where 
Rodney now stands, and near the present town of Union Church 
in the western part. Henry Green lived on the banks of a branch 
of Cole's creek, in the immediate vicinity of the old town of Green- 
ville, the original settlement there being called Greenbay. He came 
from Virginia with his brother, Thomas Abner Green, and the two 
were the pioneers of the old family, whose descendants are still numer- 
ous in Jefferson county, and are scattered throughout the south- 
west. Joseph K. and Thomas Marston Green were sons of Thomas 
Abner Green, Thomas Marston being the second delegate to Con- 
gress from the Territory. The old Green mansion near Cole's 
creek was famous for its substantial architecture and lofty columns. 
Abijah Hunt was the pioneer of the Hunt family. The upper part 
of old Greenville was called Huntley, after him. He was a mer- 
chant there and erected the first gin in the county, to which all the 
surrounding planters resorted with their cotton. He fell in a duel 
with George Poindexter in 1811, and as he was a bachelor, his 
nephew, David Hunt, inherited his stores and gin and subsequently 
amassed a large fortune. The first Methodist minister in the 
county was the Rev. Tobias Gibson, who was sent to the Territory 
in 1799 as a missionary, and established societies at Washington, 
Greenville, and on the Bayou Pierre. He died in Warren county 
in 1804, leaving many descendants. Rev. William Montgomery, a 
Presbyterian missionary, came to the county in 1802. He became 
a permanent resident in the Scotch Settlements. Through his mis- 
sionary efforts, extending over a period of forty years, several 
churches of his faith were established. The first Baptist missionary 
that came to the county was David Cooper. He settled near Green- 
ville, and was very successful in his ministrations in this and 
adjoining counties for more than thirty years. He married the 
widow of Gen. F. L. Claiborne and later removed to Soldiers 
Retreat, near Washington, where he died. The Rev. Abram Cloud 
was the first Episcopal minister to settle in the county. He lived 
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at Greenville and maintained churches both there and on the 
Bayou Pierre for a time. He was very active in public affairs, and 
was a public spirited and useful citizen. He is buried near Green- 



The first county officers of Pickering county, appointed May 6, 
1799, were: Roger Dixon, Richard Harrison, William Thomas, 
Samuel Gibson, George Wilson Humphreys, and Tobias Brashear, 
Justices of the Peace and of the Court of Common Pleas ; also Mor- 
decai Throckmorton and John Smith, Justi9es of the Peace ; Thomas 
Green, Treasurer; William Ferguson, Sheriff; Henry Green, Cor- 
oner; John Girault, Judge of Probate, Clerk Prothonotary and 
Register. 

The following county officers were appointed in 1802 : Cato West, 
Thomas Catoct, Jacob Stampley, Henry Green, Zachariah Kirk- 
land, John Hopkins, Robert Trimble, James Stewart, Justices of 
the Peace; John Girault, Clerk; John Brooks, Sheriff. The Chief 
Justices of the County Courts, down to the year 1813, successively, 
were Cato West, John Shaw, Edmund Hall, Thos. Fitzpatrick, 
Joseph Green and Thomas Hinds. 

Much of the early emigration to the county came in over the 
public road known as the Natchez Trace, which ran north from 
Natchez through Jefferson county, to the distant white settlements 
on the Cumberland, Tennessee. This public road was infested by 
bandits in the early years of the last century, notorious among whom 
was the celebrated Mason and Harp Gang, whose history is else- 
where detailed. One of the most startling occurrences in the early 
history of Jefferson was the violent death of the bandit Mason, 
whose gory head was brought to Greenville, and the reward of 
$2,000, offered by Governor Claiborne for Mason's capture, dead or 
alive, was claimed by two strangers. These two men were recog- 
nized as members of the notorious gang themselves, and were ac- 
cused, tried, condemned and hung near Greenville. They were 
prosecuted by George Poindexter, and the old field near Greenville, 
where they expiated their crime, still goes by the name of the 
gallows field. 

The cause of education early engaged the attention of citizens of 
Jefferson county, and a society was incorporated by the General 
Assembly for the establishment of academies and the diffusion of 
knowledge. This society was chartered Jan. 8, 1807, and was called 
the "Franklin Society of Jefferson County." Its members were 
Cato West, Thomas M. Green, Thos. Fitzpatrick, John Shaw, Dan- 
iel Beasley, Charles B. Howell, Wm. Snodgrass, David Snodgrass, 
Edward Turner, John Hopkins, Henry D. Downs, James S. Rollins, 
Thomas Calvit, Robert Cox, Henry Green, Felix Hughes, Arm- 
strong Ellis, Jacob Stampley, John Brooks, Thomas Hinds, Wil- 
liam Thomas, and Robert McCray. The association did much to 
further the cause of learning and morality, and established two 
schools, a male and a female, which flourished for many years. 
The female school later became a highly successful seminary for 
young ladies, under the management of Hon. David Ker, and his 
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accomplished wife and daughters. It was located near old Green- 



The first requisition for troops to aid in the National defence 
was made by Governor Claiborne upon the Territory of Mississippi 
in 1806, when the Spaniards, under General Herrara, marched with 
twelve hundred men upon the Sabine, entered the territory of the 
United States, and claimed the river of Anoyo Hondo as the proper 
boundary between Mexico and the United States. At this time 
Jefferson county furnished a fine body of cavalry, known as the 
Jefferson Troop, under the command of Capt. Thomas Hinds, 
which, with the cavalry company from Adams county, were 
despatched to Natchitoches. The troop was in service for eight 
months at this time with the Federal forces. The same body of 
men formed part of Gen. F. L. Claiborne's forces in 1807, sent to 
oppose the further advance of Aaron Burr down the Mississippi 
river. Some officers of the Jefferson Troop accompanied Colonel 
Burr from Claiborne's camp, at the mouth of Cole's creek, to the 
house of Thomas Calvit, where he surrendered. A detachment of 
the same troop proceeded to the mouth of the Bayou Pierre, and 
received the surrender of the prisoners, sixty in number, together 
with their boats, shot and other munitions. 

In the year 1809, the first joint stock banking company of the 
Territory was established by the General Assembly, styled "the 
President and Directors, and Company of the Bank of Mississippi." 
On its first board of directors were three prominent citizens of 
Jefferson county: Abner Green, Abijah Hunt and Cowles Mead. 

In the Constitutional Convention of 1817, we find Jefferson county 
represented by a brilliant quartet of men : Cowles Mead, Cato West, 
Joseph E. Davis, and H. J. Balch. Col. West was a native of 
Fairfax county, Virginia, and came to Jefferson county before 
territorial days and located at Pickering. He was one of the 
wealthiest planters of his day and was appointed secretary of the 
Territory in 1801, when W. C. C. Claiborne was appointed gov- 
ernor, and was for a time acting governor, when Governor Clai- 
borne was sent to New Orleans to receive the Louisiana Purchase 
from France. Cowles Mead was also secretary of Mississippi Ter- 
ritory, and was acting governor in 1807, when Aaron Burr's flotilla 
came down the Mississippi. Governor Mead is given credit for 
handling the Burr matter with great tact and good judgment. 
The conference between Mead and Burr took place at the home 
of Thomas Calvit in Jefferson county. The fine old mansion is still 
standing. 

Jefferson county is quite 'irregular in shape and is bounded on 
the north by Claiborne county, on the east by Copiah and Lincoln 
counties, on the south by Adams county and on the west by the 
Mississippi river. The original county site until 1825, was at Green- 
ville (q. v.), near the mouth of Cole's creek, but no trace of the 
old town remains, except the site of the gallows, which is still 
pointed out. Greenville was the fourth station from Natchez on 
the old Natchez Trace, distant about 28 miles. The present county 
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seat is Fayette, near the center of the county, on the Yazoo & 
Mississippi Valley R. R. (population 604 in 1900). It was laid out 
in 1825 and named for the Marquis de Lafayette. There are no 
large towns, some of the more important ones being the old settle- 
ments of Rodney, Harriston, Church Hill and Union Church. Rodney 
was incorporated in 1828, and until 1864, was an important ship- 
ping point on the river in the northwestern part of the county. 
Harriston is at the junction of the two lines of the Yazoo & 
Mississippi Valley R. R., which cross the county, and is a thriving 
town of about 300 inhabitants. Besides the Mississippi river on 
the west, the county is watered by the two branches of Cole's 
creek, which run west and unite six miles before reaching the 
Mississippi, together with their numerous tributaries and several 
other small streams. The transportation facilities of the county are 
excellent, both by rail and by water. The character of the land 
varies from the fertile bluff formation in the west to thin pine 
lands in the east, with considerable areas of fertile river and creek 
bottom lands. The soil produces from one-half to two bales of 
cotton per acre and from fifteen to sixty bushels of corn. Good 
yields of oats, sugar-cane, rice, sorghum, peas, vegetables and fruits 
of all varieties are to be had. The timber of the region consists of 
all kinds of oaks, beech, poplar, pine, hickory, pecan, gum, walnut, 
cherry, locust, and cypress. 

The twelfth census of the United States for 1900 gives the fol- 
lowing data for Jefferson county : Number of farms 3,575, acres in 
farms 219,018, acres improved 112,110, value of the land exclusive 
of buildings $1,296,080, value of the buildings $580,940, value of 
live stock $642,117, and total value of products not fed to stock 
$1,558,058. Number of manufacturing establishments 55, capital 
$147,929, wages paid $15,935, cost of materials $71,570, and total 
value of products $128,990. The population in 1900 consisted of 
4,020 whites, 17,272 colored, a total of 21,292, and an increase of 
2,345 over the year 1890. The total assessed valuation of real and 
personal property in the county in 1905 was $2,153,290 and in 1906 
it was $2,388,732.16, which shows an increase during the year of 
$235,442.16. 

Jefferson Davis County. The creation of this county was author- 
ized by act of the Legislature, approved March 31, 1906. It was 
carved from the territory of Lawrence and Covington counties, and 
is situated in the long-leaf, or yellow pine region of the state. At 
a special election in April, 1906, the county site was located at 
the flourishing town of Prentiss (q. v.), named for Mississippi's 
gifted adopted son and silver-tongued orator, Sergeant Smith Pren- 
tiss. The above act defined the boundaries of the county as follows : 
"For a point of beginning, commence where the present line be- 
tween Covington and Lawrence counties intersects the old Choc- 
taw boundary line, thence westward along the old Choctaw boun- 
dary line to a point where the same is intersected by the line be- 
tween Sections 11 and 12 in Township No. 9, north, of Range 20, 
west; thence due south along Section lines to the line between 
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Townships 6 and 7, Range 20 west ; thence due east along said Town- 
ship line one mile ; thence due south to the boundary line between 
Lawrence and Marion counties ; thence due east along the boundary 
line between Lawrence and Marion counties to the southeast corner 
of Lawrence county, as the same now stands; thence due north 
along the present boundary line of Lawrence and Marion counties 
to the southwest corner of Covington county; thence due north 
along the present boundary line between Lawrence and Coving- 
ton counties to where the same intersects the old Choctaw boundary 
line, the point of beginning. And that part of Covington county 
contiguous to the above described territory bounded as follows, 
to-wit: For a point of beginning, commence where the present 
boundary line between Lawrence and Covington counties inter- 
sects the old Choctaw boundary line; thence due south along said 
boundary line between said counties to the line between Townships 
5 and 6, in Range 18, west (the southwest corner of Covington 
county) ; thence due east along the southern boundary line of Cov- 
ington county to where the same is intersected by section line 
between Sections 34 and 35, Township 6, north, of Range 16 ; thence 
due north along section line to Bowie creek; thence northwest- 
wardly up the middle or thread of said creek to where the same 
crosses the line between Townships 7 and 8 ; thence due west along 
said township line to the line between Ranges 17 and 18, west; 
thence due north along said range line to the old Choctaw boundary 
line; thence westwardly along the old Choctaw boundary line to 
the point of beginning." The new county is attached to the second 
Supreme Court District, the fifth Chancery Court District, the 
eighth Circuit Court District, the eighth Senatorial District, the 
sixth Congressional District, and the second District for the elec- 
tion of Railroad Commissioners. It assumed its pro rata share of 
the indebtedness of Lawrence and Covington counties, and received 
its proportionate share of all funds in the treasuries of those coun- 
ties at the time of the passage of the above act. The county is 
traversed by two railroad lines, which provide it with excellent 
shipping facilities — the Mississippi Central and the Columbia branch 
of the Gulf & Ship Island. For a history of the region embraced 
by Jefferson Davis county, see sketches of Lawrence and Coving- 
ton counties. The total assessed valuation of real and personal 
property in the county in 1906 was $3,015,893, which ranks it as 
one of the wealthiest and most prosperous counties of the State. 

N. B. — When the sketches covering Lawrence and Covington 
counties, and the various towns and villages of those counties, now 
embraced within the limits of the new county of Jefferson Davis, 
were written, the county of Jefferson Davis had not been created ; 
hence, said towns and villages appear in this work as located either 
in Lawrence or Covington county. 

Jefferson's Letter. The house of representatives of the Missis- 
sippi territory, at its session in 1802, adopted a congratulatory 
address to President JerTerson, to which he made the following 
response : 
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To The House of Representatives of the Mississippi Territory: 
Gentlemen: I receive with great pleasure the address of your 
honorable house of the 20th of January, and thank you for the sen- 
timents of affection, of approbation, and of confidence, which it 
expresses. The interesting portion of our country which you oc- 
cupy is worthy the fostering care of the General Government. 
Impressed with a full sense of the duties I owe to your situation, 
I shall not fail to fulfill them with solicitude and fidelity. With 
local advantages so distinguished, a fertile soil, genial climate, 
and precious productions, the day cannot be distant when, strong 
in population and rich in resources, you will, by the addition of 
your wealth and strength, amply retribute to your sister States 
the care and protection under which you will have been nurtured, 
nor shall we doubt your assistance in fortifying in our minds a 
strict adherence to the Constitution and to those Republican prin- 
ciples which the patriots and heroes of '76 established and conse- 
crated. I pray you to be assured of my fervent wishes for your 
safety and prosperity, and to accept the homage of my high respect 
and consideration. Th. Jefferson. 

April 2, 1802. 

Jeffords, Elza, was born near Ironton, Ohio, May 23, 1826. He 
spent his early life in Portsmouth, Ohio, where he was admitted 
to the bar in 1847. He served in the Union army of Tennessee 
from June, 1862, to December, 1863. After the war he settled in 
Mayersville, Miss., and was a judge of the High Court of Errors 
and Appeals in 1868 and 1869. He was elected in 1882 to the 48th 
Congress as a Republican, and died in Vicksburg, March 19, 1885. 

Jerico, a hamlet in the northern part of Itawamba county, on the 
East Fork of the Tombigbee, 10 miles north of Fulton, the county 
seat. Population in 1900, 28. 

Jerome, a postoffice of Madison county. 

Jersey, a postoffice in Lamar county, 15 miles northeast of Pur- 
vis, the county seat. 

Jessamine, a hamlet of Jefferson county, on the Yazoo & Missis- 
ippi Valley R. R., 6 miles north of Fayette, the county seat and 
nearest banking town. Population in 1900, 47. 

Jessie, a post-hamlet of Leake county, 5 miles southwest of Car- 
thage, the county seat. Population in 1900, 37. 

Jewel, a hamlet in the southern part of Neshoba county, 12 miles 
south of Philadelphia, the county seat. Population in 1900, 52. 

Joe, a postoffice in the southeastern part of Rankin county, 20 
miles southeast of Brandon, the county seat. 

Johns, a post-hamlet of Rankin county, on Campbell's creek, 13 
miles southeast of Brandon, the county seat, Population in 1900, 32. 

Johnson, John L., president of Hillman college (q. v.), was born 
in Spotsylvania county, Va. ; graduated in 1859 at the university 
of Virginia; served as chaplain of the 17th Virginia infantry and 
was in charge of hospitals at Lynchburg; was president of Roan- 
oke female college, Va., and Mary Sharp coHege, Tenn., and was 
15 years professor of English in the University of Mississippi 
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before taking his present position. He was the first to introduce 
the systematic study of Anglo-Saxon in Southern colleges, and 
made his department at the university a model of English educa- 
tion. He is the author of the University of Virginia Memorial, 
memorial addresses on Jefferson Davis and James Z. George, and 
other addresses. 

Johnsonvillc. When Sunflower county was divided in 1871, to 
assist in forming the county of Leflore, the old county site of 
McNutt was embraced within the area of the new county, and its 
county buildings and grounds were also given to Leflore county. 
The Legislature, at the same time, directed that a town be estab- 
lished at the junction of Mound Bayou and the Sunflower river, to 
be called "J°linsonville," and which should be the new seat of 
justice for Sunflower county. This was at once done, and the 
necessary county buildings were erected. A prosperous town of 
about 150 inhabitants and a dozen or more stores promptly resulted. 
Johnsonville continued to flourish until the Legislature again in- 
terfered on March 8, 1882, and passed an act providing that the 
voters of the county express their will as to the removal of the seat 
of justice from Johnsonville, to a point about four miles west 
of Sunflower river, on Indian Bayou, known as Eureka at that 
time, and now called Indianola. The vote favored Eureka and the 
town of Johnsonville lost the county seat. When the town of 
Baird, one mile north of Johnsonville, on the new railroad, sprang 
into existence a few years later, it absorbed the business and pop- 
ulation of Johnsonville. 

Johnston, Amos R., was a native of Tennessee, a descendant of 
Jacob Johnston, of Southampton county, Va., who moved to North 
Carolina. "He came to Mississippi about 1830 and settled in Hinds 
county, living at Clinton, Raymond and Jackson at different times, 
as business called. Until 1839 he was an editor. In 1836 he was 
a member of the legislature. He was elected circuit clerk in 1839, 
and while in that office studied law. He served two terms, and 
then, in 1845, was elected probate judge. He was a member of the 
convention of 1851, in which he advocated acquiescence in the 
compromise measures, and the preservation of the Union. The 
fact that he was a Union man and a Whig kept him out of political 
office, but indeed he seemed to care little for it. He was a member 
of the constitutional convention of 1865 (q. v.), and in 1875 of the 
State senate. He was a dignified, courteous and sympathetic gen- 
tleman; a studious, painstaking, thorough and successful lawyer. 
He died in 1879." (Edward Mayes, in Memoirs of Mississippi, 



Johnston, Frank, was born at Raymond, Miss., December 31, 
1843, son of Amos R. Johnston and Harriet Newell Battle. In 
1861 he had been three years a student at the military institute at 
Nashville. He served in 1861 with the Tennessee artillery under 
Gen. Zollicoffer, and then returning to Mississippi became a lieu- 
tenant in company A, Withers' regiment of artillery, with which 
he was in battle at Cmckasaw Bayou, Champion's Hill and other 
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engagements. Wounded at the Big Black, he was in Vicksburg 
during the siege. In 1866 he was admitted to the bar by the High 
Court of Errors and Appeals of Mississippi. On June 14, in the 
same year, he married Fannie, daughter of Judge William Yerger, 
of Jackson. He was actively engaged in the campaign of 1875, 
and suggested to Gen. George the conference with Gov. Ames, 
which resulted in disarming the colored militia. In 1884 Mr. 
Johnston began the agitation against State convict leasing, which 
system was overthrown by the Constitution of 1890. In 1893 Gov. 
Stone appointed Mr. Johnston attorney-general to succeed Hon. 
T. M. Miller, resigned. He served until the expiration of his term 
in 1896, when he retired to private practice. He is an active mem- 
ber of the Mississippi Historical society, to which he has contrib- 
uted many valuable papers. 

Johnstone, George, first British governor of West Florida, 
gained distinction as a captain in the royal navy before he came 
to Pensacola in February, 1764. His administration was embit- 
tered by a quarrel with Maj. Farmar, regarding the governor's 
authority in military affairs. He resigned, his duties devolving 
upon the lieutenant-governor, Montfort Brown, Dec. 17, 1766. 
After his return to England he was elected to parliament. When 
Lord North introduced his "prohibitory bill" Johnstone, supported 
by Edmund Burke, endeavored to have an exception made of 
Georgia as loyal to the crown. He did not side with the ministers 
in support of the war until after the French alliance, when he de- 
clared, in an animated rejoinder to a sneer from Lord Admiral 
Howe, that he would serve in any capacity that might be given 
him, even in command of a bumboat. He was one of the three 
commissioners from the British government, his associates being 
the Earl of Carlisle and William Eden, who were authorized to 
treat for peace when the British held Philadelphia. As a briga- 
dier-general of the British army he was in subordinate command 
at Long Island, Braindywine and Germantown. He had charge of 
the force that took St. Lucie island and held it against d'Estaing. 
Afterward he advanced through the ranks of major-general, lieu- 
tenant-general and general of the British army, and died in 1806. 

Johnstons Station, a post-hamlet in the northwestern part of 
Pike county, on the Illinois Central R. R., 14 miles north of Mag- 
nolia, the county seat. Summit, 4 miles to the south, is the nearest 
banking town. It has a money order postoffice. Population in 
1900, 90. 

Joliet. See Marquette and Joliet. 

Jolly, a hamlet in Chickasaw r county, 6 miles southwest of Oko- 
lona, one of the county seats of Chickasaw county. 

Jona, a hamlet of Covington county, 4 miles west of Williams- 
burg, the county seat. The postoffice here was recently discon- 
tinued and mail now goes to Terrell. 

Jonathan, a post-hamlet in the central part of Greene county, on 
Big creek, an affluent of the Chickasawhay river, 9 miles northwest 
of Leakesville, the county seat. 
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Jonesboro, a postoffice in the northern part of Tippah county, 3 
miles east of the railroad, and 16 miles north of Ripley, the county 
seat. 

Jones County is located in the southeastern part of the State and 
was established January 24, 1826, during the administration of Gov- 
ernor Holmes. It was named in honor of Commodore John Paul Jones, 
the founder of the American navy. It was formed from the counties of 
Covington and Wayne and its boundaries were declared to be "all 
that part of Covington county lying west of the center of range 
fourteen, and all that part of Wayne county lying west of range 
nine." Its northern boundary is formed by the Old Choctaw line 
established by the Treaty of Mt. Dexter, Nov. 16, 1805, which 
divides it from Jasper county, and its southern boundary is formed 
by the line between townships five and six, which divides it from 
Perry county. The first county officers in 1826 were John Snow, 
Judge of Probate ; John Moffit, Adam Shows, James Tate, Associate 
Justices; William Ellis, Sheriff; Stacy Collins, Assessor and Col- 
lector; Jason W. Movein, Coroner; Samuel Ellis, County Treas- 
urer; John McCormick, County Surveyor; Elisha Williams, Isaac 
Williams, Peter Loper, Jr., John C. Thomas, John Nesom, Daniel 
Windham, Justices of the Peace; and William McGehee, Ranger. 
It has a land surface of 674 square miles. Ten years later, in 1836, 
the county had a population of only 1,017 whites and 108 slaves, 
and, until the advent of the railroads, it remained one of the most 
sparsely settled and unproductive counties in the whole State. In 
1900 the value of its manufactured products was over two millions 
of dollars, a total which is only exceeded by the counties of Lauder- 
dale, Warren and Harrison, while the value of the live stock and 
farm products has reached the respectable total of over one million 
of dollars. Since the census of 1890 the population of Jones has 
increased more than 100 per cent., a rat£ of increase which is only 
equaled by the counties of Perry and Pearl River. The county 
site is Ellisville, located in the center of the county and containing 
a population of 1,899 people in the year 1900, or double that of the 
year 1890. Ellisville is one of the "live" towns in this part of the 
State, is on the line of the New Orleans & North Eastern R. R., 
has a large cotton mill and is an important shipping point for lum- 
ber, turpentine and other timber products. The region about it is 
covered with a heavy growth of long leaf pine and possesses 
abundant water power. The largest town in the county is Laurel, 
which is now an important railroad junction for three lines of rail- 
way, and had 3,193 people in 1900. It was named for the dense 
laurel thickets growingwithin its limits and has become a large ship- 
ping point for lumber and the various timber products. Some of the 
other towns in the county are Estabutchie, Sandersville and Black- 
burn. The county is well watered by the Leaf river, which flows 
through the western part, and by the Tallahalla, Tallahoma and 
Bogue Homo creeks, together with their numerous tributaries, 
down which log drives are made to the numerous saw mills of the 
region. The New Orleans & North Eastern and the Mobile, Jackson 
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& Kansas City R. R's. now traverse the county from north to 
south, and a branch of the Gulf & Ship Island R. R. runs to Laurel 
in the northwestern part of the county. Jones county is located 
in the long leaf pine region of the State and is finely timbered. On 
the rivers and creeks are found oaks, hickory, elm, beech, ash, bay, 
gum and magnolia. The soil is generally thin and sandy on the 
uplands, fertile in the creek and river bottoms. It produces cotton, 
corn, oats, potatoes, sugar-cane, sorghum, field peas, peanuts and 
most of the vegetables and fruits. The scuppernong grape thrives 
in this region and pecan nuts are grown in abundance. Pasturage 
for stock is good and sheep husbandry and the raising of live stock 
are rapidly growing industries. 

The following statistics, taken from the twelfth United States 
census for 1900, will be found instructive as showing the resources 
of the county at that time. Number of farms 1,561, acreage in farms 
218,314, acres improved 44,078, value of land exclusive of buildings 
$646,830, value of buildings $326,130, value of live stock $348,454, 
total value of products not fed $666,410. Number of manufactur- 
ing establishments 54, capital invested $2,050,568, wages paid $350,- 
114, cost of materials $1,296,849, total value of products $2,087,650. 
The population in 1900 consisted of 12,156 whites, 4*690 colored, a 
total of 17,846, and 9,513 more than in the year 1890. The popula- 
tion of the county in 1906 was estimated at 20,000. The total as- 
sessed valuation of real and personal property in Jones county in 
1905 was $5,576,627 and in 1906 it was $6,512,410, showing an in- 
crease of $935,783 during the year. 

Jones County "Secession." Jones county, in the "piney woods," 
was inhabited in 1861 by a people, peaceable and inoffensive, who 
went to church, dressed as they saw fit, and needed few courts of 
justice. There were few negroes in the county. When the ques- 
tion of secession came up in 1860, they elected J. D. Powell, an 
opponent of secession, to the convention, only 24 votes being cast 
for the secession candidate. Yet Jones county gave from her scant 
population three full companies for the Confederate army, and a 
great part of four more that were formed on her border. Some 
of those who enlisted left the army when the laws seemed to use 
them to protect slave property while slaveholders were to some 
extent exempt from military duty, under the "Twenty Negro law," 
as they called it. In the latter part of 1862, the famous Newt 
Dwight Company was formed, with Dwight (of Jasper county) as 
captain, Jasper Collins and W. W. Sumrall lieutenants. It grew 
to about 125 men, including a goodly proportion from other coun- 
ties and States. They made their headquarters on an island in 
Leaf river, opened communications with the Union officers at 
Vicksburg, and fought battles with Confederate detachments at 
Tallahala creek, Ellisville, and Leaf river. Gen. Robert Lowry 
made a campaign against them, but because of the nature of the 
country could not do much beyond capturing a few of their men. 
The leader and most of the company remained at large. That 
there was a convention of the county which adopted resolutions 
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of secession from the State and Confederacy, has been asserted in 
two articles in the Magazine of American History, 1886, and 1891, 
and denied after a careful investigation by Goode Montgomery, 
Miss. Hist. Publ., 1904, and by Prof. Bondurant, Vol. I, same pub- 
lications. The legislature of October, 1865, received a petition 
signed by 106 citizens of Jones county, who "would respectfully 
represent that from occurrences that have transpired within the 
past two years the name of our county beyond its limits has be- 
come notorious if not infamous, at least to sensitive ears and the 
public spirited, the reproaches and vulgar comparisons are mor- 
tifying to those who occasionally travel beyond its limits, and have 
sacrificed much to sustain a higher reputation. We therefore 
would petition your honorable body to change the name of the 
county to that of Davis, and that of our county seat, Ellisville, to 
Leesburg," hoping that this would begin a new history, "and that 
its past history may be obliterated and buried so deep that the 
hand of time may never resurrect it, but if by chance posterity 
should learn that there was a Jones and the back part of its 
history," the petitioners asked that their names be spread on the 
journal to witness their non-participation "in any of its dark 
deeds." (House Journal, 1865, p. 351.) An act passed to make 
the change, and in the public documents of 1866-68 "Davis" 
county appears to the exclusion of Jones. But the constitutional 
convention of 1868 restored the old names by ordinance. 

Jones, Obadiah, was born in Virginia, of Welsh parentage, and 
the family moved to South Carolina in his childhood. He grew 
up, working on the farm and studying at night, learning to ask 
help of no one, and when food was scarce living on roots and 
leaves. He learned great self-control and self-poise. At the age 
of 21, with his earthly possessions tied up in a handkerchief, and 
fifty cents in his pocket, he went to a town 50 miles distant to 
seek wider fields of opportunity. Falling in with Judge Knight 
at his destination, he was aided in finding work, went to school, 
and in an incredibly short time was practicing law as a partner of 
the judge. As Georgia was a promising new field, he became a 
pioneer of Oglethorpe county. Between the ages of 30 and 32 
he married Elizabeth Cowden, of Asheville, N. C. He received 
the appointment of judge of Madison county (on the great bend 
of the Tennessee river), Mississippi territory, in 1805, but, appar- 
ently, did not accept at that time, as he filled a similar post for 
Illinois territory in 1809, and came to Madison county in the year 
1810. On his arrival he bought a large plantation called Spring 
Hill, near the present town of Athens, Ala. (See Judiciary, Ter- 
ritorial.) He was an intimate friend of Senator William H. 
Crawford, of Georgia. A family record says "He directed the 
surveying of Mississippi and Alabama into townships and sections 
and directed the moving of the Chickasaw Indians." His old negro 
body servant, Grafton, whom he bought of Judge Knight, said the 
Indians were partial to him because of the descent of his wife from 
Pocahontas. He was given 12 sections of land for his services in 
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Mississippi, 8 in DeSoto county, which he divided among his 4 
sons, and 4 in the lower part of the State, which he gave to his 
only daughter, Mrs. Roberts. He died at his Alabama home, May 
31, 1825, at the age of 62 years. In 1836 his widow and sons moved 
to DeSoto county, where most of his descendants now live. There 
are may legends of the judge, particularly of the great pomp with 
which he used to open court and maintain its dignity. 

Jones, Richard Watson, was born in Greensville county, Va., 
May 16, 1837; was graduated at Randolph-Macon college and 
University of Virginia; enlisted in the war of 1861 as a private 
and rose to major of the 12th Virginia regiment, in which rank 
he surrendered his regiment at Appomattox; became professor 
of mathematics in Randolph-Macon college in 1866 ; was president 
of Petersburg Female college three years, and for eight years of 
Martha Washington college ; was professor of chemistry in the 
University of Mississippi, 1876-85, resigning to become first presi- 
dent of the State Industrial Institute and College at Columbus. 
Dr. Jones formulated the plan of education which has succeeded 
so admirably in Mississippi's great, state-supported school for 
girls. Three years later he was chosen president of Emory and 
Henry college, Va., from which he resigned in 1900 to resume 
his chair at the University of Mississippi, and served as vice- 
chancellor. Dr. Jones resigned his chair at the University at the 
close of the session of 1904- , 05, and removed to Laurel, Miss., 
where he now resides. He is a member of various learned and 
religious organizations and has done much valuable literary work 
as an editor and author. He is a member of the Board of Trustees 
of the Department of Archives and History, and first Vice Presi- 
dent of the Mississippi Historical Society; has been for eighteen 
years a member of the State committee of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian association ; is a member of the American Chemical society 
and the American association for the advancement of science ; has 
been a delegate to the general conferences and one ecumenical 
council of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Jonestown, an incorporated post-town in the northeastern part 
of Coahoma county, on the Helena branch of the Yazoo & Missis- 
sippi Valley R. R., 15 miles southeast of Helena, Ark., and 10 miles 
east of Friar's Point, one of the two county seats of justice. It is 
situated in a fertile cotton growing section, and has telegraph, 
express and banking facilities, and a money order postoffice. The 
Jonestown Bank was established in 1899, with a capital of $8,750 ; 
the Peoples' Bank was established in 1902, with a capital of $10,000. 
. It has three churches, and several mercantile establishments, and 
does a good shipping business. It has a large cotton seed oil mill 
and a public gin. Population in 1900, 317; population in 1906 is 
estimated at 500. 

Joplin, a post-village of Winston county, on Nanawayah creek, 
7 miles due east of Louisville, the county seat and nearest railroad 
station. It is surrounded by a good farming and stock raising 
country. 
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Joseph, a postoffice of Attala county, 8 miles southwest of Kos- 
ciusko, the county seat. 

Josephine, a postoffice of Bolivar county, 10 miles due east of 
Rosedale. 

Jourdan, Noel, member of the constitutional convention of 1817 
from Hancock county, also county judge and member of the legis- 
lature, was the son of a French soldier in Virginia under Rocham- 
beau, who after the Revolution made his home at New Orleans, 
became wealthy in the bakery business, obtained a Spanish grant 
on the Catahoula river, now known as the Jourdan river, and 
became a breeder of cattle and maker of tiles. Noel Jourdan was 
educated in France. He was a member of the Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1817, and served in the Legislature from 1819 to 1822. 
He was the most influential man, especially with the Creole popu- 
lation, on the gulf coast of Mississippi, until his removal to the 
parish of St. James, La., where he engaged in sugar planting until 
his death. 

Judah, a postoffice of Pontotoc county, 12 miles southwest of 
Pontotoc, the county seat and nearest banking town. 

Judiciary, Territorial. Under the ordinance of 1787, the funda- 
mental act of organization of the Mississippi territory, the presi- 
dent appointed three judges to constitute the highest court of the 
territory, and also, with the governor, to adopt for the government 
of the territory, such laws of the States as seemed applicable. In 
practice, both in Ohio and Mississippi, they were simply guided 
by such principles of legislation as they were familiar with in the 
States, and framed laws to suit the conditions they found. This 
was made the subject of technical remonstrance, but very likely 
was the wiser method. The first judges appointed by President 
John Adams were Peter Bryan Bruin, of Bayou Pierre, and Daniel 
Tilton, of New Hampshire, May 7, 1798. Two or three weeks 
after his arrival, Governor Sargent wrote: "My great source of 
uneasiness is the want of the judges. I pray God Mr. McGuire 
may soon arrive, or some law character. In a court from which 
is no appeal, most certainly there should be a law knowledge. 
Judge Bruin, a worthy and sensible man, is beyond doubt deficient, 
and Judge Tilton cannot have had more reading and experience. 
Under these circumstances might it not be advisable to make com- 
pensation to some gentleman learned in the law to reside here as 
an attorney for the United States and Territory?" Meanwhile the 
president had selected William McGuire, of Virginia, as the third 
judge. During the long and embarrassing delay for the arrival of 
the judges, the governor was obliged to make temporary appoint- 
ments of conservators of the peace and sheriffs of two districts 
that he was not yet authorized to designate as counties. (See 
Sargent administration.) He also, after waiting three months, 
found it necessary to appoint William Dunbar as a probate com- 
missioner, to care for estates of decedents according to his best 
judgment, until laws could be provided. These acts were used as 
the pretext of bitter political criticism. J. F. H. Claiborne, in his 
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history of Mississippi, (p. 208) without noting the circumstances, 
or the careful manner in which the appointment was made as 
provisional, and omitting the name of the appointee, "a very 
worthy one," calls this the governor's "greatest stretch of author- 
ity," and adds, "Truly has it been said, by an astute commentator, 
"Royalty could do no more." The comments of the same authority 
regarding the laws adopted after the arrival of the judges is that 
"Tilton and McGuire aided the governor in concocting a code of 
laws incompatible with the spirit of our institutions and with the 
constitution of the United States, most of which were annulled by 
Congress, and soon after this worthy pair disappeared and never 
returned." 

The early laws were signed by Sargent, Bruin and Tilton. 

In the criminal code, punishments were provided for treason and 
arson, including forfeiture of property. This penalty was evidently 
in conflict with the constitution, and all Sargent could say in justi- 
fication was that they had forgotten the constitutional provision 
and would repeal the penalty. 

It was also a constitutional provision that treason should be a 
subject of Congressional legislation only. But these penalties were 
a small part of the body of laws adopted. Their prominence is 
due to the disputes of the period. As for "unusual punishments" 
it cannot be said that the punishments provided by Sargent and the 
judges were excessive, as compared with those afterward provided 
by the general assembly. Imprisonment for debt, whipping at the 
post, the pillory and stocks, were in vogue for many years after- 
ward. It was the complaint of later governors that the criminal 
code was in some respects too severe to be enforced. The records 
show that murders, riots, and offences against property were fre- 
quent at all times as the situation of the Natchez district made 
inevitable. 

J. F. H. Claiborne's exhaustive abstract of congressional legis- 
lation regarding the Sargent code shows that the laws giving the 
governor a fee of $8 for issuing licenses to sell intoxicants, and giv- 
ing the judges fees in certain cases, were disapproved. If any others 
were annulled, the record does not show it. The fee for marriage 
license by the governor seems to have been unrevoked. Thfe $8 fee 
was required in cases where the parties asked a special dispensa- 
tion without the publishing of bans, under ordinary conditions the 
fee was 75 cents, which cannot be called excessive even in pioneer 
days. 

Judge Tilton did not arrive until January 10, 1799, bringing no 
law books except the acts of the last two sessions of congress. 
Sargent, Bruin and Tilton then set about legislating with no guide 
at hand but the laws of the Northwest territory, upon which the 
new laws were based, much to the regret of the governor, who 
expressed this regret long before the circumstance was made the 
basis of an attack upon him. A list of expired or repealed laws in 
the digest of 1816 indicates that Feb. 28, 1799, the judicial-legisla- 
ture adopted laws regulating a militia, establishing courts of judi- 
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cature and a court of probate, providing for sheriffs, coroners, 
recorders and treasurers, regulating marriages, regulating taverns 
and retailers of liquors. Twenty more laws were adopted in 1799, 
nine more in 1800, after which there were no new enactments until 
the session of the legislature begun in December, 1801. After that 
the functions of the judiciary and legislature were separated, and 
the judges appointed by the president held court at such times and 
places, and under such regulations, as the general assembly pro- 
vided. The laws provided for justices of the peace in each county, 
also justices of the Court of General Quarter Sessions, to meet 
-on the first Mondays of May, August, November and February; 
-also a court of common pleas to convene on the succeeding Wed- 
nesdays of the same months, and a court of probate, to be held 
by the judge thereof, beginning on the first Saturdays following 
the opening of the court of Quarter Sessions. The court of com- 
mon pleas was "to hold pleas of assize, scire facias, replevins, and 
hear and determine all manner of pleas, actions, suits and causes of 
a civil nature, real, personal and mixed ;" the court of quarter ses- 
sions had the functions of a grand jury. The justices of the com- 
mon pleas court of Adams county were eight in number, of the 
court of quarter sessions, six these in addition to eleven justices 
of the peace, a probate judge and a full list of county officers. 

It seemed to be the intention of the governor to interest the 
population as far as possible in the administration of the laws. 
At the head of this judicial system was the supreme court, com- 
posed of the judges appointed by the president, which was made 
an appellate tribunal with original jurisdiction over the graver 
crimes, and the summoning of a grand jury. This court sat in 
each of the two original counties and, in 1800, a session on the 
Tombigbee was required. 

Governor Sargent proposed to reserve to himself the admission 
of attorneys to practice, against which Judge Tilton protested, 
threatening to resign and leave the territory, and actually did de- 
part, but returned. Gov. Claiborne asserted the same right, as ap- 
pears from a letter in his Journal, addressed to Judge Lewis, in- 
troducing Stephen Bullock, an applicant for license to practice law, 
in order that the judge might examine him and certify his opinion. 
So also with succeeding governors. In Gov. Williams' Journal ap- 
pears the following list of attorneys admitted to practice in the 
last six months of 1805: James S. Rawlings, William Murray, 
Peter Walker, Francis Vicker, Charles Baldwin, Lemuel Henry, 
Isaac Baldwin, John I. Bell. Judge McGuire, called the chief jus- 
tice, arrived in the summer of 1799, and returned to Virginia m 
the fall, complaining that he could not live on the salary. At this 
juncture the governor appointed Lyman Harding attorney for the 
United States and territory. 

Sept. 20, 1799, Robert Starke was commissioned by the gov- 
ernor as clerk of the supreme court of the territory. 

Judge Tilton returned, and departed again in the spring of 1800, 
to visit the seat of Washington county, on the Tombigbee, by 
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way of New Orleans. In place of McGuire, President Adams ap- 
pointed Seth Lewis, of Tennessee, grandson of one of the Con- 
necticut settlers in Natchez district in 1774. He was commissioned 
May 13, and was on duty in the fall of 1800, the matter of Philip 
Nolan being referred to him and Bruin Oct. 4. 

Regarding the system of courts, Gov. Claiborne wrote Dec. 20, 
1801, "The legislature is engaged upon a new judiciary system. 
The manner in which the superior and inferior courts have hereto- 
fore been arranged is generally condemned. There is certainly 
room for improvement." "An act to provide for the more con- 
venient organization of the courts'' was passed Jan. 26, 1802. The 
change in the inferior courts is shown by the following appoint- 
ments made by the governor: 

Adams county: Justices of the peace and justices of the county 
court: William Dunbar (declined), William Vousdan, Samuel 
Brooks, Bernard Lintot (declined), Abram Ellis, James Farrell, 
Adam Truly, Caleb King, George Fitzgerald. David Ker, sheriff; 
Peter Walker, clerk of the county court; John Henderson, treas- 
urer; Robert Stark, clerk of Adams district court; Abner L. Dun- 
can, attorney-general for Adams district; Archibald Lewis, clerk 
and master in equity for Adams district. Jefferson county: Cato 
West, Thomas Calvit, Jacob Stampley, Henry Green, Zechariah 
Kirkland and John Hopkins, justices. John Girault, clerk of coun- 
ty court; Daniel James, clerk of Jefferson district court; Felix 
Hughes, clerk and master in equity. Claiborne county: William 
Downs, G. W. Humphreys, James Stansfield, Ebenezer Smith, 
Daniel Burnett, James Harman, justices. Samuel Coburn, sheriff; 
Matthew Tierney clerk, Samuel Gibson, coroner. Wilkinson coun- 
ty: John Ellis, Hugh Davis, John Collins, Richard Butler, William 
Ogden, Thomas Dawson, justices. Henry Hunter, sheriff; Samuel 
Lightner, clerk. 

A superior court was held in each of the three districts, Adams, 
Jefferson and Washington, by the Territorial judges, to which each 
inferior court was to nominate thirty-six jurors. 

In December, 1802, there was presented to congress the petition 
of William Murray and others, practitioners of law, in opposition 
to a petition said to be in circulation praying for the abolishment 
of the Territorial judges. 

In 1807 the inferior court system was established that was main- 
tained during the remainder of the Territorial period. The gover- 
nor appointed five persons in each county as justices of the peace 
and of the quorum for that county. One of them was commis- 
sioned chief justice of the orphans* court. These justices, or any 
three of them, held county court and orphans' court at stated 
terms. 

In the same year was established the system of circuit courts, 
sitting in each county, and district superior court, by the Terri- 
torial judges, as well as the Territorial supreme court. By act of 
Dec. 22, 1809, the supreme court and the district superior courts 
were abolished, and the Territorial judges were required to hold 
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a superior court of law and equity in each county. This system 
continued until after the act of January 20, 1814, adopted upon the 
repeated recommendations of Governor Williams. By this act 
"The supreme court of errors and appeals" was created, meeting 
twice a year in the courthouse of Adams county. Two of the 
Territorial judges could hold this court. The judges of Washing- 
ton district (the Mobile . region) ind Madison county (Tennessee 
river) were not required to attend. The particular recommenda- 
tion of the governor was that this should be a "judicial tribunal 
to which all cases of difficulty arising in the superior courts of the 
counties might be adjourned at the discretion of the presiding 
judge." It was so provided in the act, giving the court that pe- 
culiar function in addition to those of a court of appeals. 

Governors Claiborne and Williams united in an appeal to the 
secretary of state in October, 1807, that there should be provision 
for "appeal from decisions in the territories of Orleans and Mis- 
sissippi. By the present system, the supreme court of each ter- 
ritory is a court of original and dernier resort. Before these tri- 
bunals causes of very great concern to individuals are often 
brought; causes extremely complex, involving many intricate 
points of law, and in deciding of which the ablest judges may err." 
They suggested a court of appeals for the two territories. 

The superior court of the county of Adams was the most im- 
portant in the Territory, and in 1811 it was so crowded with crim- 
inal prosecutions that only a few appeals could be heard, and all 
the civil causes at issue, which were very numerous, were neces- 
sarily continued. (Message of Daingerfield.) 

When Gov. Claiborne came to the territory, in the latter part 
of 1801, he made a report regarding the supreme court similar 
to that of his predecessor. "The chief justice, Mr. Lewis, is cer- 
tainly a man of talent, and was respectable as a lawyer," but Judges 
Tilton and Bruin were aimable gentlemen, not qualified for the 
position. Tilton, he said, had read law a year or so, but had never 
practiced. "Unfortunately there is a great difference between the 
judges of the supreme court and the people. One half the citizens, 
and perhaps a greater number, have no confidence, in the judiciary, 
the members of the two houses of Assembly are among the most 
prejudiced, and I fear upon this subject they will be inclined to 
legislate rather against men than upon principle. This is really an 
unpleasant state of things and will not fail to be a source of much 
trouble to me." He went on to specify the cause of complaint 
against the court, that it had ruled against the admission of testi- 
mony to prove that Spanish grants, made just before the evacua- 
tion, had been dated back to appear of date previous to the treaty, 
about three years earlier. The governor sustained the court suf- 
ficiently to persuade the legislature to abandon for the time a pro- 
posed act to authorize the admission of such testimony. "A stat- 
ute for the admission of parole testimony to* disprove a record 
would be a great innovation upon the law of evidence, and might 
lead to injurious consequences, and yet I can see no other way in 
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which the frauds complained of can be guarded against; unless, 
indeed, a court of chancery would reach the case, and it seems to 
be the opinion of most of the lawyers here it would not." (Clai- 
borne to Madison, Dec. 20, 1801). It is evident that the governor 
was with the court in its legal opinions in this case, notwithstand- 
ing his estimate of its ability, while the legislature was instinctively 
right. 

The governor reported, in February, 1802; "A violent dispute 
has arisen between the two houses of assembly and Mr. Lewis, 
the chief justice of this territory, who has many friends. Upon 
the petition of some citizens, the assembly authorized the taking 
of depositions as to the official conduct of the judge, with a view, 
I suppose, of exhibiting to Congress charges against the judge." 
Among the old documents of the Department of Archives and 
History is a resolution, of both houses, providing that John Ellis, 
William Vousdan and George Fitzgerald, attend at the govern- 
ment house, "to take the depositions of sundry persons respecting 
the different complaints of Col. Thomas Green, Nathaniel Tomlin- 
son and others against Governor Sargent and certain judges, by 
them complained of by petition respecting undue administration." 

In January or February, 1802, Judge Tilton left Natchez, and 
from that city sailed in June, supposedly for the eastern States, 
but it was afterward reported that he went direct to Liverpool on 
some commercial business. Gov. Claiborne recommended David 
Ker, a pioneer of education, as Tilton's successor, and his commis- 
sion arrived in December. 

At the beginning of 1803 the Territorial judges were Peter B. 
Bruin, Seth Lewis and David Ker. Lewis was succeeded by 
Thomas Rodney, of Delaware, who was at the same time (1803) 
appointed one of the land title commissioners. Upon the death 
of Judge Ker in 1805, George Matthews, Jr., of Georgia, was ap- 
pointed, July 1, and after he was transferred to the Territory of 
Orleans, Walter Leake, of Virginia, was appointed, and commis- 
sioned March 2, 1807. One of the last appointments of President 
Jefferson, confirmed in March, 1809, was of Francis Xavier Martin, 
of North Carolina, to succeed Judge Bruin, resigned. Martin soon 
resigned, and Oliver Fitts, of North Carolina, was appointed in 
his place April 18, 1810. A letter of Gov. Holmes, January 30, 

1811, refers to the recent "melancholy event of Judge Rodney's 
death. . . . Judge Fitts set off for North Carolina early in 
December, and Judge Leake resides about sixty miles from this 
place (Washington)." 

David Campbell of Tennessee was appointed to succeed Rodney, 
March 3, 1811. Josiah Simpson was commissioned February 18, 

1812, to succeed Judge Fitts, and was again commissioned Feb- 
ruary 9, 1816. George Poindexter was appointed March 3, 1813, 
to succeed Campbell. The judges continued in office, after the 
adoption of the constitution, in 1817, until the legislature could 
establish a new system, but the power of appointment passed to 
the governor, who named John Taylor as the successor of Judge 
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Leake, elected United States senator in October, 1817, and Lyman 
Harding to succeed Christopher Rankin, as Territorial attorney- 
general west of Pearl. 

An act of congress, March 27, 1804, provided for an additional 
judge for the Mississippi territory, to reside at or near the Tombig- 
bee settlement, and exercise the jurisdiction of the superior court 
under the Mississippi act for the more convenient organization of the 
courts. Ephraim Kirby, of Connecticut, land commissioner in that 
region, was appointed April 6, but he died in the following Oc- 
tober. To succeed him, the president appointed Harry Toulmin, 
who thereafter was a man of great prominence in that isolated set- 
tlement, known as Washington county. He was succeeded as 
judge by Stevenson Archer, of Maryland, commissioned March 
6, 1817, who served until the admission of Alabama as a State in 



Acting-Governor West said in 1804: "The appointment of an 
additional judge, to reside in Washington county, is not only bene- 
ficial to the people of that county, but a great relief to this part of 
the Territory by enabling the judges residing here to perform more 
services in these districts ; and will, it is believed, with other weigh- 
ty reasons, justify a change in our judiciary; an object desirable 
and necessary in the opinion of many of the best informed amongst 



Another additional judge for Madison county, on the great bend 
of the Tennessee river, the northern nucleus of Alabama, was 
authorized in 1810, and Obadiah Jones (q. v.) was appointed. 
Jones was a citizen of Georgia, and was appointed to the bench 
of Mississippi territory in 1805. Apparently he did not accept, as 
he was appointed to a similar office in Illinois territory in 1809. 
He served there, it appears, before coming to Madison county in 
1810. Thus, in 1810-11 there were five Territorial judges — Rod- 
ney, Toulmin, Leake, Fitz, and Jones; and so it continued, with 
changes in the personnel, until the end of the Territorial period. 
In 1816-17 the list, arranged by seniority, was, Toulmin, Leake, 
Jones, Simpson, Poindexter. 

In January, 1814, the general assembly instructed the delegate 
of the Territory to use his best exertions for*a law to authorize 
the appointment of an additional judge for Washington district, 
with jurisdiction also over "the counties of Mobile, Hancock and 
Jackson, composing that portion of Louisiana which has been an- 
nexed to this territory, and also to the county of Marion, a part 
of which only is within the present limits of Washington district; 
and that the said judges be authorized to hold a court of errors 
and appeals at Saint Stephens, within said district, . . . there- 
by obviating the inconveniences of parties being compelled to 
travel three hundred miles to prosecute errors and appeals." 

George Poindexter began the duties of attorney-general by ap- 
pointment of Governor Claiborne, in December, 1803. An act of 
1807 required two attorneys-general, east and west of Pearl river. 
Poindexter resigned early in 1807 to go to congress, and was suc- 
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ceeded, west of Pearl, by Seth Lewis, ex-judge. Upon the resig- 
nation of the latter, William B. Shields was appointed in Septem- 
ber, 1808. The first attorney-general for the eastern district was 
Nicholas Perkins, (moved to Madison, 1809), after whom came 
Lemuel Henry (1809) and Col. Joseph Carson. In 1809 an at- 
torney-general for Madison county (Ala), was authorized, and 
Louis Winston was appointed. He served till 1817, then resigned, 
becoming a citizen of Mississippi. An act of 1812 provided for 
an attorney-general for all the counties east of Pearl river, except 
Hancock, (as then bounded), which was assigned to the attorney- 
general west of Pearl. An act of 1816 created the office of attor- 
ney-general for the counties of Lawrence, Pike, Marion, Hancock 
and Jackson. 

The Territorial judges, though appointed by the president, held 
court as provided by the general assembly. 

An act of congress of March 3, 1805, provided that these judges, 
sitting as the superior court of the Mississippi territory should in 
all cases in which the United States is concerned, have the same 
jurisdiction as defined for the Federal district court of Kentucky 
in 1789, with the right of appeal to the supreme court of the United 
States. 

In 1813 a law passed authorizing the appointment of an attorney 
of the United States and a United States marshal, in each territory. 
Thomas D. Anderson was commissioned as attorney July 29, 1813, 
and William Crawford (for the Mobile region) December 10, 
1814. The first marshal was John Haines, who served from 1813 
to 1818. 

Judiciary, 1817-34. Under the constitution of 1817, the legisla- 
ture provided for justices of the peace, county courts, district 
(circuit) courts and a supreme court (q. v.). The system was not 
thoroughly worked out until the preparation of Poindexter's code 
in 1822. All the judicial officers, down to, and including, justices 
of the peace, were elected by the legislature. 

There was an attorney-general for the State, and a district at- 
torney for each district, though at first only two were elected, 
Robert McGill for the third district, and John Elliott (clerk of 
the Jackson county* land office) for the fourth. The attorney- 
general was expected to look after the district court business in 
one or two districts, at the outset. The attorneys-general were 
chosen from the ablest lawyers of the State. The vote for attorney- 
general in January, 1818, was, Lyman Harding 17, John Burton 
14, Thomas B. Reed, 1. Harding died in 1820. Edward Turner 
served by appointment until the legislature elected Thomas B. 
Reed, 1821, the vote being, Reed 20, Turner 13. In January, 1825, 
Richard Stockton, Jr., was elected, reveiving 23 votes to 21 for 
George Adams. On Stockton's death in 1827, George Adams 
was appointed and elected in 1828. He resigned in 1829, the gover- 
nor appointed R. H. Buckner, and the legislature voted in 1830, 
Richard M. Gaines 27, Buckner 15. Gaines served until after the 
change in constitution. 
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At the outset, in 1818, there was one local court, the "county 
court," and the legislature elected for each county a chief justice 
and two justices of the quorum. These were at first: Warren — 
John Trumbull, Isaac Rapalja, Francis Griffin. Claiborne — Daniel 
Vertner, Joseph Moore, William Wills. Jefferson — James G. 
Wood, Isaac Dunbar, Benjamin M. Bullin. Adams — Elijah Smith, 
William D. Baker, Alexander Covington. Franklin — Bailey E. 
Chaney, Daniel Cameron, Bartlett Ford. Wilkinson — James Cara- 
way, Charles Stewart, Moses Liddell. Amite — Thomas Torrence, 
Jesse Talbot, Hugh Bennett. Pike — James Y. McNabb, Richard- 
son Bowman, Peter Quinn. Lawrence — George W. King, John 
Regan, Eli Garner. Marion — Charles M. Norton, Reese Perkins, 
William Lott. Hancock — John B. Lordasse, John R. Herrin, John 
Burnet, Jr. Jackson — John Williams, Samuel Davis, John Davies. 
Greene — Asa Hartfield, Jacob Carter, William Morgan. Wayne — 
James Patton, Josiah Watts, Clinch Gray. The functions of this 
county court were, "a court of probate. . . . for orphan's bus- 
iness, for county police, and for the trial of slaves." George W. 
Humphreys and Cowles Mead were among the justices elected to 
fill vacancies in 1820. 

Gov. Poindexter persuaded the legislature in November, 1821, 
before the completion of his code, to create the state chancery court 
(q. v.) and county "Orphans' Court." For the latter court the 
legislature elected a probate judge" and a "register of the orphans' 
court," for each county, separate from the county court. The same 
act provided an ample code of over forty pages, for the settlement 
of estates and regulation of guardianships, probably prepared by 
Gov. Poindexter. The first judges of probate, elected at the same 
session, were: Henry Manadier for Warren, P. A. VanDorn for 
Claiborne, George Winchester for Jefferson, Henry Postlewaite 
for Adams, Thomas H. Prosser'for Wilkinson, Charles Davis for 
Amite, Elijah W. Brown for Franklin, Charles Lynch for Law- 
rence, Coleman Nichols for Covington, Roger A. Haern for Han- 
cock, Thomas Hubbard for Jackson, Griffin H. Holloman for Per- 
ry, William Howze for Wayne, Robert McCarthy for Greene, Rich- 
ardson Bowman for Pike, James Phillips for Marion, Littleberry 
Hawkins for Monroe, E. Brashears for Hinds. They were required 
to hold court every month, at first, and after 1824, quarterly. 

At the same time (1821) a new act was passed regulating the 
county courts, which were henceforth held by the probate judge 
and two of the justices, doing away with the chief justices of 1818. 
They were also provided with a clerk of the county court. The 
clerks of the county court were continued. Sessions were to be 
quarterly. This court had jurisdiction in suits involving $20 to 
$50, and charges of felony against slaves. Under this code the 
justices of the peace were to be appointed by the governor, one or 
two for each "captain's district." 

A criminal court was established at Natchez in 1823, and Ed- 
ward Turner was appointed judge. He was succeeded by George 
Winchester, 1825; Robert H. Adams, 1827, declined; Duncan S. 
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Walker, 1827; John M. Maury, 1828 to his resignation, January, 
1833. 

On the subject of grand juries, Gov. Leake said in his message 
of 1825, that the promiscuous drawing of names resulted in the 
choice of many who were totally incapable of performing the duty. 
"Indeed, it has frequently happened that not a member of the 
grand jury could be selected by the court capable of acting as fore- 
man. . . . The great incapacity of grand juries has introduced 
the practice of the attorney-general and district attorneys giving 
their attendance in the rooms of the grand juries, for the purpose 
of instructing them in the discharge of their various duties. 
Though this practice may not as yet have been productive of any 
serious evil, yet it is one which ought not to prevail." His further 
remarks indicated that the district attorneys, generally young 
lawyers, had misled the juries through ignorance. 

Judiciary, 1833-70. Under the constitution of 1832, all judicial 
officers were elected by the people. This was regarded as a great 
step toward democratic government. For the election of the 
judges of the High court of errors and appeals, the State was di- 
vided into three districts. There was also a grouping of the coun- 
ties into convenient circuits, and a circuit judge elected by the 
voters of each circuit. This court was to sit twice a year in each 
county, and have original jurisdiction in all criminal cases, and in 
all civil cases where the sum in dispute exceeded $50. A separate 
superior court of chancery (q. v.) was required, with full juris- 
diction in matters of equity ; but it was provided that causes involv- 
ing no great value, also divorces and foreclosures of mortgages, 
might be entrusted to the circuit courts, and in 1856 the consti- 
tution was amended so that all such business was given to the 
circuit courts and the separate chancery court was abolished. 

There was to be a court of probate in each county, having charge 
also of cases of lunacy. 

The probate court sat monthly in nearly every county, the judges 
receiving a meagre compensation from fees and a small per diem 
allowance. The practice in these courts was very various and' con- 
flicting in different counties, until it was settled by the opinions 
of the High court and the Treatise on the Law and Practice of the 
Probate Courts, by Ralph North, 1845, and the probate Digest, 
published by John M. Chilton, 1846. In 1847, W. C. Smedes wrote 
that "the practice in the probate courts is assuming a more con- 
sistent and systematic shape." 

The system included justices of the peace in each county, and 
county boards of police of five members, to care for roads, high- 
ways, ferries, bridges, etc. 

All these officers were to be elected by the people of the State 
or circuit, county or district they were to serve, — a revolutionary 
step in the choice of the judiciary, — that served as an example to 
all other States in the Union. 

In 1836 the legislature established a criminal court for the coun- 
ties of Warren, Claiborne, Jefferson, Adams and Wilkinson, to 
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have concurrent jurisdiction in criminal matters with the circuit 
courts. John I. Guion was the first judge, for about one year, 
and afterward J. S. B. Thacher held the office until the court was 
abolished in 1840. 

For the circuit courts the State was first divided into four cir- 
cuits, in which James F. Trotter, A. M. Kegan, Thomas A. Willis 
and Alexander Montgomery were chosen judges. The number 
was soon enlarged to six, and it kept pace with the rapid develop- 
ment of the State. A full list of circuit judges, 1833-1904 is given 
in the Mississippi Register, 1904, p. 143. 

The judicial divisions were reorganized in 1840, to make eleven 
circuits, court to be held in each county twice a year. The judges 
were then: George Coalter, H. F. Caruthers, C. C. Cage, A. G. 
Brown, Henry Mounger, H. S. Bennett, J. H. Rollins, James M. 
Howry, Stephen Adams, M. L. Fitch, V. T. Crawford. 

Said Governor Brown (1842) "Our State was the first in the 
Union, and perhaps in the civilized world, to elect judicial officers 
by popular suffrage. It was a bold experiment in the science of 
government, and by some it has been condemned in unqualified 
terms, as calculated to corrupt the judiciary and endanger the 
faithful administration of justice. Others are still in doubt wheth- 
er so great an innovation on the usual mode of appointing judges 
will not in the end be productive of evil. But much the greater 
number of our people are satisfied with the system and wish to see 
it perpetuated. I was among its earliest advocates, and experience 
has strengthened me in my conviction of its superiority over all 
others." But he suggested that judges and all officers not political 
in character should be chosen at an election separate from the 
election of congressmen and governor." An attempt was made to 
amend the constitution accordingly, but it failed because enough 
people did not take the trouble to vote upon it. 

Gov. Matthews, in his message of 1850 commenting on the 
delays and miscarriages of justice incident to the common law 
rules of pleading, and advocated the adoption of a simplified code 
of pleading similar to that used in the chancery courts. 

The constitution of 1861 made no change in the judicial system, 
but the legislation caused by the war interfered with its operation. 
"The functions of the lower courts were to a considerable extent 
suspended by an act of the legislature in 18G1," which practically 
closed them, so far as civil business was concerned. All actions 
for debt or for the enforcement of contracts were supended until 
twelve months after the close of the war. All sales under trust 
deeds, mortgages and judgments were likewise prohibited. What- 
ever may have been the opinion of the bar as to the constitutional- 
ity of such legislation, none of them ever had the temerity to bring 
the question to a test. Moreover it was made unlawful to prose- 
cute suit against any soldier in actual service. These acts prac- 
tically left the courts with criminal jurisdiction only, and as no 
inconsiderable number of the criminal cases were settled by the 
military authorities, it is reasonable to suppose that the business 
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of the courts was nominal." Court officers were exempt from con- 
scription, but deputy clerks, and all but one of the deputy sheriffs 
in each county, were made liable to conscription in 1864. Unusu- 
al powers were granted by the legislature to meet the exigencies 
of war, such as the removal of the records, and the replacement 
from memory of records destroyed. (Garner, Reconstrcution, 40- 
42.) In fact, Mississippi was more or less under martial law, to the 
derangement, suppression or subordination of civil law, from 1865 



Whatever may have happened in 1861-65, it was the opinion 
of the supreme court afterward, "That the laws of the State, 
civil and criminal, as they stood at the date of the secession ordi- 
nance, continued in force afterward, precisely as before, unaffected 
by that ordinance, or by the war, or by the deposition of the State 
magistrates in the month of May, 1865. The laws themselves 
were not suspended during the administrations of General Canby 
and Provisional Governor Sharkey, but only their administration 
was temporarily suspended." The terms of all officers were held 
to have terminated in May, 1865. Gov. Sharkey issued a procla- 
mation, July 1, 1865, generally re-appointing the judges and clerks 
of probate courts, county boards and officers and justices, but 
not the circuit and chancery judges. 

As a natural result of the license of war and the State and Con- 
federate military regulations, there was great confusion regarding 
the ownership of cotton, horses and mules, in 1865. Military tri- 
bunals were the only resorts for justice until Provisional Gover- 
nor Sharkey revived the replevin laws by proclamation, authorizing 
summary adjudication of disputes before two justices of the peace. 
July 12, by another proclamation he created Special Courts of 
Equity to try disputes, mainly regarding cotton contracts, and 
from time to time he regulated the functions of these courts which, 
despite his best efforts were very unpopular. The constitutional 
convention of 1865 made an ordinance by which these courts were 
"recognized to be in existence," provided for appeal to the High 
court, and declared that these special courts should cease to be 
after the re-establishment of the regular system of courts; the 
special equity courts "shall not be recognized beyond the then 
unfinished and instituted business of the same," and their records 
should pass to the circuit courts. The legislature attempted in 
1865 to close these courts by transfer of the unfinished business, 
but Gov. Humphreys vetoed the bill because it was the evident 
intention of the Convention to permit the special courts to finish 
their business on hand. On the same ground a bill to wind up 
the special equity court at Jackson was vetoed, in February, 1867. 
In 1869 the supreme court ruled that these courts had been fully 
empowered under the orders of the commander-in-chief of the 
United States army. 

Otherwise, except by providing for petty courts deemed neces- 
sary on account of emancipation, the constitutional convention of 
1865 made no change in the judiciary. 



to 1870. 
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The legislature of October, 1865, created county courts, particu- 
larly to take cognizance of prosecutions by information for petty 
crimes, as authorized by the amended constitution. Special courts 
of the same powers were established in the towns of Jackson, 
Okolona, Grenada, Meridian and Corinth. In 1866 the probate 
judges were made the sole judges of these county and special 
courts, and terms were fixed at different intervals in various coun- 
ties. (Mayes). 

Under this legislation the circuit and other courts resumed their 
sessions in November, 1865. In organizing the circuit court of 
De Soto county Feb. 19, 1866, Judge Trotter said: "It is up- 
wards of four years, I believe, since a court was organized and 
holden in De Soto county." But the military government con- 
tinued, to assert the power to set aside the doings of the courts, 
until 1870. 

In 1868 Gen. Gillem by proclamation created boards of arbitra- 
tion to settle disputes between employers and laborers. In a cer- 
tain case he set aside a decision of one of these courts, and an ap- 
peal was taken to the circuit court. Judge Tarbell, a Northern 
man, sustained the general commanding. On appeal to the su- 
preme court of the State, two justices denied that the military 
commander, though he had large powers regarding political ques- 
tions and police duties, was authorized to set aside the judgment 
of a court in a civil case. Judge Tarbell, who had meanwhile been 
appointed to the Supreme court, dissented. (Welborne vs. May- 
rant, 48 Miss. 653.) 

Judiciary, 1870-1906. The constitution of 1869 again delegated 
the right of the people to choose the judges, the appointing power 
being given to the governor, with the advice and consent of the 
senate. The judicial system consisted of a supreme court of three 
judges; circuit courts, judges to be appointed for six years, the 
districts to be arranged by the legislature; a chancery court in 
each county, chancery districts to be created, with a chancellor 
of four years' term in each, to hold court at least four times a year 
in each county; two clerks, for the circuit and chancery courts, 
in each county, "a compentent number of justices of the peace 
an attorney-general of the State, and district attorneys. The judi- 
cial article of this constitution was prepared by Judge R. A. Hill, 
as the fruit of his experience in Tennessee and Mississippi, was 
approved by some of the ablest lawyers of the State, and adopted 
by the convention through the efforts of George C. McKee, chair- 
man of the judiciary committee and the most influential member. 
The radical changes were the appointment of judges, which is 
continued, for similar reasons, in the constitution of 1890, and the 
blending into one of the probate and equity systems, which is also 
adopted in the later constitution. (President's Address, 1890, 
State Bar Assoc.) The legislature of 1870 created 15 circuits, and 
the circuit judges appointed by Governor Alcorn were, J. M. 
Smiley, M. D. Bradford, W. M. Hancock, B. B. Boone, G. C. 
Chandler, A. Alderson, Uriah Millsaps, Robert Leachman, J. A. 
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Orr, O. Davis, C. C. Shackleford, Ephraim S. Fisher, Jason Niles, 
W. B. Cunningham, George F. Brown. 

The chancery districts were 20 in number, and the first chancel- 
lors appointed were, J. M. Ellis, O. H. Whitfield, W. G. Hender- 
son, A. E. Reynolds, G. S. McMillan, D. P. Coffy, J. J. Hooker, 
E. Stafford, E. G. Peyton, D. N. Walker, Wesley Drane, T. R. 
Gowen, Edwin Hill, E. W. Cabaniss, Austin Pollard, Thomas 
Christian, Dewitt Stearns, J. F. Simmons, Samuel Young, Theo- 
doric Lyon. 

These chancery courts took the place of the old chancery system 
and the county probate courts. 

County courts, particularly for the petty misdemeanor business, 
were also authorized by the constitution of 1869, which adopted 
the amendment of 1865, but the county courts were abolished by 
the legislature of 1870, and the business transferred to the circuit 
courts and magistrates. 

The jurisdiction of justices of the peace was increased to $150 
and after the legislature of 1870 conferred upon them the jurisdic- 
tion of the county courts of 1865, they became an important part 
of the judicial machinery. 

In 1875 there was adopted by popular vote the third amend- 
ment to the constitution, which was inserted by the legislature of 
1876, authorizing the legislature to divide the State into a conven- 
ient number of chancery districts, chancellors to be appointed in 
the same manner as circuit judges, for a term of four years, court 
to be held in each county twice a year. Under this amendment 
the legislature of 1876 reduced the number of districts and chancel- 
lors from 26 to 12. A further reduction was made to six in 1888. 

By the constitution of 1890 "not much change was made in the 
judiciary provisions. The supreme judges must be chosen from 
their respective districts as well as for them, for terms of nine 
years. The terms of chancellors and circuit judges are fixed at 
four years. If suits are brought into the circuit court, when they 
should have been brought into the chancery court, they shall not 
be dismissed, but transferred, and vice versa. The chancery court 
is given jurisdiction to decree possessions, rents, improvements 
and taxes, in all suits to try title and remove clouds; and in all 
cases in which it had jurisdiction auxiliary to courts of common 
law it may exhaust jurisdiction, although the legal remedy may not 
have been exhausted or the legal title established by a suit at law, 
and it may entertain suits on the bonds of fiduciaries or public 
officers for property received, or wasted, or lost by neglect or fail- 
ure to collect, or suits involving inquiry into mutual accounts. 
The jurisdiction of justices of the peace is raised to $200." (Ed- 
ward Mayes, in Memoirs of Mississippi.) 

Under the code of 1892 and amendments there were ten circuits 
and seven chancery districts, until 1904, when there was a re- 
districting with eleven circuits and eight chancery districts. 

In 1886 Gov. Lowry gave particular attention to the abuses 
growing out of the payment of witness fees in criminal cases by 
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the public. The payment was made by the State before 1876 and 
after that by the counties, but equally fell upon the people, though 
the transfer made an apparently great reduction of State expenses. 
The governor said : "The administration of criminal law is grossly 
scandalized by the frequent instances of convictions of petty 
charges (in the circuit courts), followed by a fine of $1 and a fee 
of $10 or $20 to the district attorney and other costs. In some of 
the districts of this State, the fees of district attorneys amount to 
thousands of dollars, far more than is realized by the school fund 
from the convictions he procures. . . . There are 152 circuit 
courts annually held in this State at a cost of from $200,000 to 
$300,000. Probably half the time of the 152 courts is consumed in 
the trial of petty misdemeanors. This is a great, and it seems a 
growing evil." 

In 1894 Gov. Stone said in his message: "There is something 
radically wrong in the matter of costs in criminal proceedings in 
the courts of justices of the peace. It often happens that the al- 
leged offender is fined from one to five dollars and the bill of costs 
runs up to $25 or $30, and sometimes $40 or more, and the result 
is an indefinite term on the county farm for a very trivial offense. 
It is charged that in some instances there are great abuses of the 
law in which large numbers of witnesses are summoned for no 
other purpose than to swell the bill of costs." 

In his message of 1898 Gov. McLaurin recommended a return 
to the elective system of 1832-65. "The system of appointing 
judges and chancellors is a legacy left us by a government formed 
under a constitution framed by a heterogenous convention. of non- 
resident adventurers and spoilsmen, in the place of an elective sys- 
tem which we had given a fair trial and with which we were en- 
tirely satisfied. . . . The theory of our government is that we 
have three separate and independent departments — Executive, 
Legislative and Judiciary — and that it is a government of the peo- 
ple, by the people and for the people. To make this true, in fact 
as well as in theory, each department should come directly from 
the hands of the people." 

An amendment to the constitution, providing for election of 
supreme, circuit, and chancery judges by the people, in the 
various districts, was submitted to popular vote at the gen- 
eral election in 1899, and received 21,169 votes for, and 8,643 
against. The legislature of 1900 inserted the amendment in 
the constitution, and passed a law adjusting the judiciary thereto, 
and providing for appointments to fill vacancies. The consti- 
tution provides that amendments must receive "a majority of 
the qualified electors voting," to be adopted. The total vote 
for governor at this election was 48,280. T^e governor made 
appointments under the act of legislature, but several test 
cases were brought. Judge Robert Powell, though not com- 
missioned under the law of 1900. held a regular term of circuit 
court in Lincoln county under his former commission, which would 
have been yet effective if the amendment were a nullity. On quo 
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warranto proceedings, in the circuit court, it was held by a special 
judge that the amendment was void, and on appeal to the supreme 
court this judgment was affirmed, May 30, 1900, on the ground 
that the amendment had not received the required majority. 

The circuit judges appointed in 1876 were: J. S. Hamm, S. S. 
Calhoon, J. W. C. Watson, James M. Smiley, William Cothran, J. A. 
Green, B. F. Trimble, Upton M. Young, A. G. Mayers, James M. 
Arnold, Samuel Powell. In 1878: J. B. Chrisman and Ralph 
North. In 1880 : J. W. Buchanan. In 1882 : J. W. Buchanan, W. 
S. Featherston, A. T. Roane, B. F. Trimble, J. M. Arnold, S. H. 
Terral, A. G. Mayers, S. S. Calhoon, Warren Cowan, T. J. Whar- 
ton. In 1884: Chrisman and North re-appointed. In 1885: Wil- 
liam M. Rogers. In 1886 : J. H. Wynn, Charles H. Campbell. In 
1887: L. E. Houston. In 1888: Terral and Mayers re-appointed. 
In 1889: George Winston, John G. Gilland, Ralph North, J. B. 
Chrisman, R. W. Williamson, James T. Fant, William P. Cassedy. 
In 1892 : Eugene Johnson and C. H. Campbell. In 1893 : Newnan 
Cayce. In 1894: A. G. Mayers, S. H. Terral, William P. Cassedy. 
In 1896: Robert Powell, William K. McLaurin, Z. M. Stephens, 

F. A. Montgomery, W. F. Stevens, John W. Fewell, Green B. 
Huddleston, T. A. Wood. In 1897: E. O. Sykes. Im 1898: John 
R. Enochs, Jeff Truly. In 1900: Robert Powell, Patrick Henry, 

E. O. Sykes, T. A. Wood, F. A. Montgomery, W. F. Stevens, Jeff 
Truly, J. R. Enochs, Frank E. Larkin, G. Q. Hall, P. H. Lowrey. 
In 1901 : George Anderson, James H. Neville, E. O. Sykes. In 
1902: John R. Enochs, Samuel C. Cook, Jeff Truly. In 1903: A. 
McC. Kimbrough, D. M. Miller, Will T. McDonald, J. B. Boothe, 
M. H. Wilkinson. (Mississippi Register). 

Chancellors. E. Stafford and W. A. Drennan were appointed 
in 1872-73 to fill vacancies. The appointees in 1874, some of them 
the subject of much political dispute, were Thomas Walton, E. H. 
Osgood, C. A. Sullivan, Hiram Cassedy, Jr., W. B. Peyton, J. D. 
Barton, J. J. Dennis, W. D. Frazee, P. P. Bailey, L. C. Abbott, 
H. W. Warren, Rasselas Boyd, R. B. Stone, William Breck, 
Thomas Christian, J. F. Simmons, T. R. Gowan, A. E. Reynolds, 
J. N. Campbell. In 1875 the appointees were: H. R. Ware, R. 
Boyd, J. J. Dennis, J. N. Campbell, R. B. Stone, C. C. Cullens, E. 

G. Peyton, E. Hill, O.'H. Whitfield, J. B. Deason, G. S. McMillan, 
W. G. Henderson. In 1876, under Stone's administration, the ap- 
pointees were : George Wood, Charles Clark, L. Haughton, R. W. 
Williamson, U. M. Young, J. C. Grey, E. G. Pevton, Jr., T. Y. 
Berry, L. Brame, T. B. Graham, A. B. Fly. In 1878: W. G. 
Phelps, Ralph North, J. B. Morgan. In 1880 : L. Haughton, A. B. 
Fly, W. G. Phelps, R. W. Williamson, F. A. Critz, George Wood, 
T. B. Graham, E. S. Payton, Jr., H. S. VanEaton, U. M. Young. 
In 1882: J. G. Hall, Ralph North, Warren Cowan. In 18813: 
Launch McLaurin, Sylvanus Evans, Baxter McFarland. In 1884: 

F. A. Critz, T. B. Graham, E. G. Payton, Jr., R. W. Williamson, 
B. T. Kimbrough. In 1886 : W. G. Phelps, Warren Cowan, J. G. 
Hall, W. R. Trigg. In 1887 : Launch McLaurin, Baxter McFarland, 
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Sylvanus Evans. In 1888: T. B. Graham. In 1890: H. C. Conn, 
B. T. Kimbrough, Claude Pintard, Sylvanus Evans, Baxter Mc- 
Farland, W. R. Trigg. In 1892: W. T. Houston, T. B. Graham. 
In 1894: B. T. Kimbrough, A. H. Longino, H. G Conn, Claude 
Pintard. In 1895: Baxter McFarland. In 1896: N. C. Hill, T. 
B. Graham. In 1897 : A. M. Byrd. In 1898 : James C. Longstreet, 
A. H. Longino, H. C. Conn, W. C. Martin, A. McC. Kimbrough. 
H. L. Muldrow. In 1900 : N. C. Hill, Stone Deavours. In 1901 : 

A. M. Byrd. In 1902: H. C. Conn, James C. Longstreet, W. P. S. 
Ventress. In 1903 : J. F. McCool, C. C. Moody, R. B. Mayes, Ju- 
lian C. Wilson, H. L. Muldrow. (Mississippi Register). 

Under the act of 1904, the judges and £hancellors of the circuit 
and chancery courts were in* 1905 as follows: Circuit Court — 
First district, E. O. Sykes, Aberdeen; Second, Will T. McDonald, 
Bay St. Louis ; Third, J. B. Boothe, Sardis ; Fourth, A. McC. Kim- 
brough, Greenwood ; Fifth, J. T. Dunn, Eupora ; Sixth, M. H. Wil- 
kinson, Gloster; Seventh, D. M. Miller, Hazlehurst; Eighth, John 
R. Enochs, Brandon; Ninth, O. W. Catchings, Vicksburg; Tenth, 
Robert F. Cochran, Meridian; Eleventh, Samuel G. Cook, Clarks- 
dale. District attorneys, in the same order, George T. Mitchell, 
Pontotoc; J. R. Tally, Poplarville; W. A. Roane, Oxford; S. D. 
Neill, Indianola; T. U. Sisson, Winona; J. B. Webb, Summit; J. 

B. Greaves, Jackson; R. S. McLaurin, Brandon; James DeLoach 
Thames, Vicksburg; J. H. Currie, Scooba; Earl Brewer, Clarks- 
dale. 

Chancery Court — First district, W. J. Lamb, Corinth ; Second, 
J. L. McCaskill, Brandon; Third, J. C. Wilson, Water Valley; 
Fourth, W. P. S. Ventress, Woodville ; Fifth, R. B. Mayes, Hazle- 
hurst; Sixth, James F. McCool, Kosciusko; Seventh, Percy Bell, 
Greenville ; Eighth, T. A. Woods, Gulfport. 

The law regarding terms of judges and appointments to vacan- 
cies is exhaustively discussed in the report of the attorney-general 
for 1903-05. 

Judson Institute, the first manual training school in Mississippi, 
was projected by the Baptists of Hinds county, in 1835. They pur- 
chased a section of land on credit and started the school upon it, 
at Society Ridge, five miles south of Raymond. Large subscrip- 
tions were made to support the venture, but it succumbed to the 
financial crash of 1837, and after one year in operation, was sold 
to one Taylor, who conducted an academy of the usual sort. 

Juliet, a hamlet of Alcorn county, 9 miles south of Corinth, the 
county seat. The postoffice at this place was recently discontinued 
and it now has rural free delivery from Rienzi. 

Katie, a hamlet of Covington county, 12 miles east of Williams- 
burg, the county seat. The postoffice at this place was discon- 
tinued in 1905, and mail now goes to Dont. Population in 1900, 235. 

Katzenmeyer, a postoffice in Warren county, about 13 miles north 
of Vicksburg, on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R. 

Kay, a postoffice of Pike county. 
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Kearney, a post-hamlet of Yazoo county, on the Sunflower river, 
about 18 miles southwest of Yazoo City. Population in 1900, 22; 
population in 1906 estimated at 50. 

Keel, a postoffice of Lafayette county, 10 miles northeast of 
Oxford, the county seat. 

Keirn, a hamlet in the northwestern part of Holmes county, on 
the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 6 miles north of Tchula, the 
nearest banking town. The postoffice here was discontinued in 
1905, and mail now goes to Cruger. 

Kellis Store, a post-hamlet of Kemper county, on Sucarnoochee 
creek, 9 miles north, northwest of Dekalb, the county seat. It has 
a money order postoffice. Population in 1900, 27. 

Kellum, a hamlet in the western part of Alcorn county, 15 miles 
southwest of Corinth, the county seat. The postoffice at this place 
was discontinued in 1905, and it now has rural free delivery from 
Dryrun, Prentiss county. 

Kelly, a post-hamlet in the northern part of De Soto county, near 
the Tennessee line, on the Kansas City, Memphis & Birmingham 
R. R., about 14 miles from Hernando, the county seat. Population 
in 1900, 56. 

Kemp, a hamlet in the southern part of Montgomery county, on 
McCurtain creek, 13 miles southeast of Winona, the county seat. 
The postoffice is discontinued and the mail now goes to Kilmichael. 
Population in 1900, 18. 

Kempe, James, was a native of Castlefin, County of Donegal, 
Ireland, and was one of the "United Irishmen" of 1798, compelled 
to flee to America, wrote Anthony Campbell, the last survivor of 
these Irish immigrants in Mississippi. Henry S. Foote had it that 
he was born in Virginia, and that there he fought a duel, over pol- 
itics, in which he killed his opponent, Bernard Hooe, a Federalist. 
The affair was famous, and the principal cause for the anti-duelling 
law of Virginia. Afterward, Dr. George Graham, of the same 
county, (Prince William), a widower, married a surviving sister of 
Hooe, while Kempe became the ardent admirer of Graham's daugh- 
ter. The latter match was prevented by friends who considered it 
forbidden by the previous occurrences, and Miss Graham married 
a wealthy bachelor, Mr. Bird, who died in a few months, this event 
being followed, as soon as propriety permitted, by the marriage 
of Kempe and the young widow. They disposed of their property 
and moved to Natchez, where they ruled over a great plantation 
and were happy. Kempe succeeded Benjamin Farrar as captain of 
the Adams troop of horse and won distinction in the New Orleans 
campaign, not long after which he died, leaving several children. 
Says Foote : "Among the daughters who sprang from him was a 
Mrs. Howell, of whom, I am told, Mrs. Jefferson Davis is the 
daughter." 

Kempe, who became a colonel of cavalry, died at Natchez in 1820, 
leaving a numerous family of sons and daughters. One of the 
daughters, as Foote said, married William B. Howell, of Natchez, 
son of an old revolutionary officer and governor of New Jersey. 
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Campbell wrote in 1837, "What a clutch of true blues there will 
be between the blood of Howell and Kempe." 

Kemper Affair. On August 11, 1804, the Marquis of Casa Calvo, 
late governor of Louisiana, yet remaining at New Orleans, com- 
plained to Gov. Claiborne that the indulgence that had been 
granted by the Baton Rouge government to the Kemper party had 
failed to have a good effect, as he had just been informed that 
while Reuben Kemper, a citizen of New Orleans, was writing 
threatening letters to Judge Alexander Sterling, his brothers, 
Nathan and Samuel Kemper, were arousing the Baton Rouge and 
Tunica districts to insurrection. Two or three bands of their fol- 
lowers, about a hundred in all, were riding over the country ; they 
had made an attempt to capture the governor, Col. Charles de 
Grand Pre, and surprise the fort at Baton Rouge, and, failing in 
that, had taken in custody the captain of militia, Don Vincent Pin- 
tard, the magistrate, John O'Connor and a planter Champnes 
Terry. They had hoisted a flag, bearing seven stripes, white and 
blue, with two stars, indicating an effort to establish an insurrec- 
tionary government. Gov. Claiborne was asked to prevent the 
Kemper party from finding refuge in Mississippi territory, and he 
responded that "the insurgents in West Florida had received no 
encouragement from the United States or its officers." 

The Kempers were natives of Fauquier county, Virginia, fron- 
tiersmen of the type that made the Indian fighters and territory 
conquerors of America. Two of them lived near Pinckneyville, 
a frontier settlement of the Natchez district, where a volunteer 
military company was organized and offered to Gov. Claiborne at 
a time when the rest of the district was very tardy and lukewarm 
in its militia organization. The house of Samuel was known as 
the Kemper tavern, and Nathan lived in the vicinity. They appear 
simply as outlaws in the Spanish reports. 

The occurrences cannot be understood except in view of tbe 
facts that a considerable number of former residents of Natchez 
district, who preferred Spanish to American government, or for 
other reasons, had removed below the line after the Spanish evacu- 
ation, that some of the same party were left in the Natchez district, 
as well as a few that would have welcomed a restoration of British 
government, and that, to all such, men of the Kemper stamp were 
deadly enemies. There were also, below the Spanish line, men of 
American sympathy, who were ready to make a revolution to 
destroy the Spanish domination over a country almost entirely 
American. Likewise, the Spanish, in 1804 and 1805, were captur- 
ing American ships in the gulf. On land, they had not evacuated 
New Orleans until the spring of 1804, they were reinforcing Pensa- 
cola, and establishing posts along the unsettled frontier in the 
west, and in the summer of 1805 it was talked in New Orleans, 
and hardly denied by Casa Calvo, that Spain would take back Lou- 
isiana province. At the same time the United States was laying 
claim to Baton Rouge district and all east, including Mobile, as 
part of the cession of Louisiana, and some of the people in Mis- 
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sissippi territory really believed that region should have passed 
with New Orleans, which was not strange, as Talleyrand himself 
professed to be in doubt about the rights of the matter. All cir- 
cumstances were breeding war, and the Kempers were the sort 
of people to bring complications to a focus. This affair was part 
of the general condition marked by the proposed Caller raid on 
Mobile, the Sabine expedition, and the great filibuster project of 
Aaron Burr, and finally culminated in the annexation of the Baton 
Rouge, Biloxi and Mobile country. 

It seems that the trouble in 1804 was quieted. Grand Pre, after 
the raid of 1804, maintained patrols along the line, near Pinck- 
neyville, and the people who had suffered waited for their oppor- 
tunity for revenge, which came in September, 1805, when Reuben 
Kemper was with his brothers near Pinckneyville. On the night 
of the 3rd, a party of armed men, (Reuben Kemper said at least 
19), some negroes and some white men in disguise, visited the two 
Kemper homes, seized the three brothers in their beds, and after 
beating them with clubs, bound them and carried them across the 
line, where the raiders met a patrol, under Capt. Solomon Alston, 
and silently vanished, leaving the prisoners in the hands of the 
Spanish militia, which, it is to be understood, was American under 
the Spanish flag. The raiders included, according to the testimony 
heard by Judge Thomas Rodney, residents both above and below 
the line. Among them were Doctor Bonner, Henry Flower and 
McDermot. . Reuben Kemper testified that he recognized Louis 
Ritchie, Minor Butler, Abraham Horton, and James Horton and 
two others, of the Mississippi territory, and several of Abraham 
Horton's slaves, and Marcus Carr, James Say, Philip Say, and 
others, living below the line. The Kempers were taken by Alston 
to Tunica landing and embarked in a boat, under guard of William 
Barker, Charles Stuart, John Morris, John Ratliff, George Rowe 
and Adam Bingaman, to be taken to Baton Rouge, but as they 
passed Pointe Coupee, the prisoners found means to declare their 
situation to Doctor Powles; and Lieutenant Wilson, commanding 
the United States garrison, immediately manned his boat, boarded 
the pirogue, and took the whole party into custody. Gov. Williams 
was notified, and a few days later the prisoners were taken to Fort 
Adams and turned over to Captain Sparks, and by him later to the 
civil authorities. After an investigation by Judge Rodney, the 
Spanish patrol was discharged, the Kempers released on recogni- 
zance to keep the peace, especially toward the subjects of the king 
of Spain, and the Mississippi citizens alleged to be guilty were 
bound over to court. To prevent any further disturbance, Gov. 
Williams ordered Col. Ellis, commanding the Fifth militia regiment, 
to put on duty at Pinckneyville two companies. Gov. Williams 
and Gov. Grand Pre corresponded on the subject, and the Spanish 
officer declared he was about to take efficacious measures to stop 
the trouble, "which had risen to its full height on the territory 
of this government — disorder, confusion, violations, outrages, 
plunder, insult to the magistrate, dragging him by a rope about his 
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neck, attempts on the flag of the king my master, and now the 
violations committed with the Kempers, authors of all the above, 
on the government of your excellency." (Amer. State Papers, 
For. Aff. II, 683-89.) In consequence of this affair John Ran- 
dolph reported a bill in congress for the raising of an army to repel 
and punish Spanish aggressions. But the administration was op- 
posed to such a step. 

But the Kempers were fully able to make war for themselves. 
They inspired the Baton Rouge revolution (q. v.) a few years later, 
and of their part in this is written by the historian Pickett, (Ala- 
bama, II, 236). 

"The Kempers, apart from mercenary motives for engaging in 
this rebellion, desired to gratify a feeling of revenge. Reuben and 
Samuel captured Kneeland, one of the kidnappers, and inflicted 
upon his bare back one hundred lashes, then one hundred more 
for their brother Nathan, who was absent, cut off his ears with a 
dull knife, and permitted him to retire. These trophies of resent- 
ment were long preserved in spirits of wine, and hung up in one 
of the Kemper's parlor. Reuben caught another of these wretches 
named Horton, and chastised him as long as the latter could receive 
it and live. Barker, seized by the Kempers at the courthouse at 
Fort Adams, under the nose of the judge, was dragged forth and 
flayed until they were content. Captain Alston, who received the 
Kempers at the line, with a Spanish guard, died of the dropsy, 
contracted in lying in an open boat, at anchor, every night, to 
avoid the attacks of the injured brothers." 

Kemper County was erected December 23, 1833, and received its 
name from Reuben Kemper, an American soldier in the Florida and 
Mexican wars. It is situated near the center of the eastern line 
of the State on the Alabama border. It was one of the sixteen 
counties formed in that year from the territory acquired from the 
Choctaws, by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit, and the act defined its 
boundaries as follows: "The territory within townships nine, ten, 
eleven and twelve, of ranges fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, 
eighteen, and nineteen." It is bounded on the north by Winston 
and Noxubee counties, on the east by Alabama, on the south by 
Lauderdale county, and on the west by Neshoba county, and has 
an area of 704 square miles. The following is a list of its county 
officers for the year 1838. taken from Besancon's Annual Register: 
Lawrence W. Pennington, Sheriff; Lewis Stovall, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court; Benjamin C. Oppelt, Judge of Probate; William G. 
Gill, Clerk of Probate Court ; C. R. McKaskill, Assessor and Col- 
lector; Silas Manor, Ranger; Mathew Newton, Coroner; William 
B. Jay, County Treasurer; David Henderson, Surveyor; Board of 
Police, John Rhodes, Mathew Jackson, John F. Aulds, Washington 
McDaniel, Solomon Lanham ; Justices of the Peace, James W. 
Jones, Rivers, Daniel Ship, Presley Floyd, Alsa Pace, Spears, 
Benjamin C. Oppelt, Washington A. Cook; Constables, Andrew 
Jester, Hezekiah Chepman, William Killin. The interests of the 
county are almost exclusively agricultural, and while it possesses 
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a considerable population, 29,492, there are no towns of any size 
within its borders. The county site is Dekalb, a place of 240 
people, near the center of the county and off the railroad. Numer- 
ous other small towns are scattered over its area, among which 
are Sucarnoochee, Porterville, Scooba, Enondale, and Wahalak on 
the railroad. The county has grown very rapidly in wealth and 
population since 1890, and the productive lands of the region are 
attracting more settlers every year, the Mobile & Ohio R. R. 
aiding materially in the work. The principal market for the region 
is Meridian, a few miles to the south. The streams that water the 
county are tributaries of the Tombigbee river for the most part 
and flow to the southeast into Alabama. The more important ones 
are Sucarnoochee, Scooba, Blackwater,Bodea and Pawticfaw creeks. 
The Mobile & Ohio R.R. runs through the eastern part of the county 
from north to south and gives it access to the market of Meridian. 
Much of the county is timbered with long and short leaf pine, 
oaks, walnut, chestnut and gum. In the eastern part the lands are 
prairie, in the middle and western parts the soil is a sandy loam 
with clay, soil, easily worked and productive. Good crops of cot- 
ton, corn, oats, wheat, sugar-cane, sorghum, field peas, potatoes, 
fruits and vegetables are raised. Pasturage of native grasses, 
switch cane and Japan clover is excellent and considerable atten- 
tion is paid to stock raising and dairying. 

The twelfth census of the United States for the year 1900 shows 
that there were in the county 3,314 farms, 312,641 acres in farms, 
132,562 acres improved, the value of the land exclusive of build- 
ings was $1,205,500, value of the buildings $531,520, value of the 
live stock $621,930, and the total value of the products not fed to 
stock was $1,247,194. The number of manufacturing establish- 
ments was 47, capital invested $81,475, wages paid $14,683, cost 
of materials $36,157, and the total value of products $86,007. The 
population in 1900 consisted of 17,669 whites, 11,823 colored, a 
total of 29,492, and an increase of 11,531 over the census returns for 
1890. The total assessed valuation of real and personal property 
in the county in 1905 was $2,226,990 and in 1906 it was $2,934,945.50, 
showing an increase during the year of $707,955.50. Owing to the 
great number of negroes who have left the county for the lumber- 
ing districts of the State the total population has not materially 
increased since the last census. Artesian water is found in the east 
central part of the county. The schools of the county are in a 
flourishing condition. 

Kemper, Reuben, of Louisiana, brother of Nathan and Samuel 
Kemper, whose homes were near Pinckneyville, died while at 
Natchez on business, Jan. 28, 1826. He was a native of Fauquier 
county, Va., and had been conspicuous in the movement to annex 
West Florida to the United States, as well as the early revolution 
in Texas. Col. Gilbert C. Russell, of the Third U. S. infantry, re- 
quested the clergy of Natchez to attend his remains to the grave 
and perform the ceremonies of the church. He said: The de- 
ceased was an extraordinary man, possessing a vigorous mind, 




I I I I 



1000 



MISSISSIPPI 



with a large stock of information, and an irresistible resolution and 
firmness of purpose, which carried him straight ahead to his ob- 
ject, in the attainment of which he always believed himself right. 
. . . He was as sincere in his attachments as he was implaca- 
ble in his resentments, when he felt that he had been injured or 
betrayed. In everything he did, he always exercised the utmost 
candor. . . . Moreover he was warmly attached to our govern- 
ment and country and in every sense a true patriot." 

Kemper Springs, a hamlet in the southern part of Kemper county 
12 miles south of Dekalb, the county seat. The postoffice at this 
place was discontinued in 1905, and it now receives rural free 
delivery from Lauderdale. 

Kendrick, a post-hamlet in the northeastern part of Alcorn 
county, located on Seven Mile creek, 8 miles east of Corinth, the 
county seat, and the nearest railroad and banking town. It has a 
money order postoffice. Population in 1900, 90. 

Kennolia, a post-hamlet of Franklin county, about 16 miles 
northeast of Meadville, the county seat. Population in 1900, 25. 

Keno, a postoffice of Marion county, on Upper Little creek, 7 
miles due east of Columbia, the county seat, and nearest" railroad 
and banking town. 

Kentarkey, a hamlet of Neshoba county. The postoflfice here has 
been discontinued and mail now goes to Engine. 

Kenwood, or Magenta Station, a postoffice of Washington county 
on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 7 miles east of Greenville. 

Keownville, a post-village of Union county, 9 miles northeast 
of New Albany, the county seat and nearest railroad and banking 
town. It has two churches, a seminary and a plough factory. 
Population in 1900, 82. 

Ker, David, territorial judge, was a native of Down Patrick, 
North Ireland, of one of the Scotch families that sought that count- 
ry for religious freedom. The family connections in Scotland were 
historic, and included the Duke of Roxburgh and Marquis of 
Lothain. David was graduated at Trinity college, Dublin, and 
migrated, with his wife Mary, to North Carolina, before the Rev- 
olution; founded the university at Chapel Hill, and was the first 
head of its faculty, says Wheeler's North Carolina. "In 1789 his 
name appears as a member of Orange presbytery, North Carolina. 
In 1790 he was residing in Fayetteville as a minister, and in charge 
of a classical academy. In 1794 he was elected professor of human- 
ities in the University of North Carolina, and placed in charge of 
the institution. Resigning in 1796, he removed to Lumberton, 
where he became a merchant and studied law. He moved in 1800 
with Gen. Willis, of Lumberton, to Mississippi." (Mays' History 
of Education.) Ker was, in fact, the one professor of the univer- 
sity, and began his work there in February, 1795, according to 
Wheeler's History. At Natchez, in 1801, he established the first 
school for girls in the Mississippi territory. In the same year 
he was appointed sheriff of Adams county, and in the fall of 1802, 
upon the removal of Peter Walker, he was made clerk of the court 
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of the same county. Upon the departure of Judge Tilton, in the 
summer of 1802, Gov. Claiborne, reporting this to Mr. Madison, 
recommended the appointment of "David Ker, of this territory; 
Mr. Ker is an able lawyer and an amiable man ; he unites to pure 
republicanism, pre-eminent talents, and would, in my estimation, 
fill the office of judge with dignity to himself and usefulness to his 
country." His commission arrived in December, when Judge Ker 
entered upon the duties of his office. The appointment, the gov- 
ernor wrote, gave "much satisfaction to a great portion of the 
citizens. " His death, in 1805, ended his service as a judge. 

His eldest son, John Ker, was an eminent physician and surgeon 
in the Territorial troops in the War of 1812-15. A daughter of 
David, another son, married Dr. Rush Nutt. 

Kerr, a hamlet of Choctaw county. It has a money order post- 
office. 

Kewanee, a post-hamlet of Lauderdale county, on the Alabama 
Great Southern R. R., 16 miles east of Meridian, the county seat. 
Population in 1900, 50. The population in 1906 was estimated at 
100. 

Kienstra, or Kienstra's Store, a post-hamlet in the southwestern 
part of Adams county, on the Mississippi river, 28 miles south of 
Natchez. Population in 1900, 35. 

Kileton, a postoffice of De Soto county, 8 miles east of Her- 
nando, the county seat. Population in 1900, 15. 

Kilgore, a postoffice in the northeastern part of Lafayette county, 
about 20 miles from Oxford, the county seat. Population in 
1900, 20. 

Kilmichael, an incorporated post-town of Montgomery county, 
on the Southern Ry., 10 miles by rail east of Winona, the county 
* seat. It lies in the center of a fine agricultural district, with an 
abundance of good timber in the vicinity. A money order post- 
office is maintained here; the Bank of Kilmichael was established 
in 1904. The town maintains excellent schools and several good 
brick business buildings have recently been erected. The town 
may be said to be on a boom. Its population in 1900 was 227, 
which has since been materially increased. 

Kiln, a post-hamlet in the southeastern part of Hancock county, 
on Catahoula creek, 10 miles northwest of Bay St. Louis, the 
county seat and nearest railroad and banking town. Population 
in 1900, 67, and in 1906 the population was estimated at 200. It 
has two saw mills and a turpentine plant. 

Kincaid, a postoffice of Grenada county, 9 miles east of Grenada, 
the county seat. 

King, a post-hamlet in the southwestern part of Rankin county, 
on Steen's creek, 16 miles from Brandon, the county seat. Florence, 
4 miles to the northeast, on the Gulf & Ship Island R. R., is the 
nearest railroad town. Population in 1900, 42. 

Kingston, one of the earliest settlements in Adams county. (See 
Adams county). Founded in 1784 by Caleb King, and located about 
16 miles southeast of Natchez, and about 2 miles from the Homo- 
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chitto river. Its prosperous era was 1800-1824, when it had about 
150 inhabitants, three stores, a church, and a number of shops. 
The only remains of the old town are one dwelling, a doctor's office, 
and a Methodist church, which is said to be the oldest Protestant 
church in the State. Two stores and two steam gins are located 
in the neighborhood. 

Kioto, a postoffice of Pike county. 

Kipling, a postoffice in the south-central part of Kemper county, 
on Pawticfaw creek, 6 miles due south of Dekalb, the county seat. 

Kirby, a postoffice of Franklin county, on Morgan's Fork, 6 miles 
northwest of Meadville, the county seat. 

Kirby, Ephraim, of Litchfield, Conn., born 1757, was a soldier 
at Bunker Hill, and during the course of the war of the Revolution 
received thirteen wounds. Afterward he worked to support him- 
self while studying, earned the degree of master of arts at Yale, 
read law, and in 1789 published the first volume of State reports 
of Massachusetts, probably the first in the United States. He was 
several times a candidate for governor of Massachusetts, but on the 
weaker side of the political field in that State. July 12, 1803, Pres- 
ident Jefferson recognized his services and merits by appointment 
as one of the land title commissioners for the district east of Pearl 
river, and he was also appointed Territorial judge, April 6, 1804. 
He reached his field of labor, but died at Fort Stoddert, October 
2, 1804. His son was Col. Edmund Kirby, of the Mexican war; 
his grandson was Edmund Kirby, who ably commanded Rickett's 
United States battery after First Manassas until he was killed; 
his nephew was Lieut-Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith, of the Confed- 
erate States army. 

Kirk, a postoffice in Pearl River county, 8 miles southeast of 
Poplarville, the county seat. * 

Kirklin, a postoffice of Pike county. 

Kirksy, a postoffice in the northwestern part of Panola county, 
about 15 miles northwest of Sardis, one of the two county seats of 
justice. 

Kirkville, a post-hamlet in the northwestern part of Itawamba 
county, 15 miles north, northwest of Fulton, the county seat, and 
8 miles east of Baldwyn, on the M. & O. R. R., the nearest railroad 
and banking town. Population in 1900, 50; in 1906 its population 
was estimated at 100. 

Kirkwood, a post-hamlet in the extreme northeastern part of 
Madison county, about 24 miles from Canton, the county seat. 
Population in 1900, 38. 

Kittrell, a hamlet in the west-central part of Greene county, 18 
miles from Leakesville, the county seat. Population in 1900, 42. 

Klein, a postoffice of Smith county. 

Knights of Pythias. Robert E. Lee lodge, No. 1, was organized 
at Vicksburg, Jan. 25, 1871, through the efforts of John H. Darne, 
member at Washington, D. C, who was elected patriarch, the 
other officers being J. H. King, W. M. Chamberlain, W. S. Coak- 
ley, J. L. Magonos, E. B. Ciscoe, Henry Gran. This lodge, insti- 



Digitized by 



MISSISSIPPI 



1003 



tuted March 8, 1871, has ever since maintained a foremost place in 
Pythian affairs in Mississippi. Jackson lodge, No. 2, was instituted 
in 1871, by- the Vicksburg brothers, met once, and succumbed to 
the yellow fever. Natchez lodge, No. 3, in 1872, George Washing- 
ton lodge, No. 3, Vicksburg, 1872; Eva Clare lodge, No. 5, Okolo- 
na, 1873, are pioneers that have had an unbroken career. Hazle- 
hurst, No. 6, survived five years from 1873. Washington 7, Green- 
ville, survives as Stonewall Jackson, No. 7. These lodges joined 
in organizing the grand lodge of Mississippi, July 23, 1874, at 
Vicksburg, electing G. St. C. Hussey past grand chancellor. The 
grand lodge has met annually since then at various cities, with the 
following chancellors: William French, 1874; John S. Cain, 1875; 
George G. Manlove, 1876 ; Thomas J. Hanes, 1877, Emanuael 
Hirsch, 1878; William C. McLean, 1879; Edward T. Sykes, 1880; 
Owen Royce, 1881; B. V. White, 1882; Marye Dabney, 1883; 
James M. Crump, 1884; H. B. Lacey, 1885; Martin Marshall, 1886; 
Douglass S. Wright, 1887 ; Simon Fried, 1888 ; Thomas R. Pettway, 
1889 ; William Cross, 1890 ; Lyman G. Aldrich, 1891 ; Harry Pey- 
ton, 1892; J. M. Buchanan, 1893; R. C. Allein, 1894; William D. 
Cameron, 1895; Charles G. Bell, 1896; P. B. Powell, 1897; H. M. 
Quin, 1898; Garnet P. McGehee, 1899; Morris Blumenthal, 1900; 
Marshall J. Bouldin, 1901 ; Louis J. Adler, 1902 ; Robert M. Kelly, 
1903; E. S. Candler, Jr., 1904; John T. Senter, 1905. 

The order made little progress in the State until 1880, and the 
growth then experienced was followed by a period of little ad- 
vancement until 1890, since when, the order has been growing 
steadily and increasing in prosperity and popularity. 

Knoxvillc, an incorporated post-town of Franklin county, on the 
Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., 24 miles southeast of Natchez, 
and 16 miles by rail north of Gloster, the nearest banking town. 
Population in 1900, 200. It was named by its Tennessee settlers 
for the town in their own State. 

Know Nothing Order. During the year 1854, writes Reuben 
Davis, in his Recollections, "the country began to inquire into cer- 
tain facts which were startling, because no man could explain them. 
Men, who were not even candidates, were elected to office against 
popular candidates whose race was expected to be a walk-over. 
What mysterious organization was at work to produce these re- 
sults could not be divined by the uninitiated, but the fact of the 
existence of some powerful and secret society could not be doubted. 
Finally it was revealed that an organization existed under the 
name of the 'Know Nothing Order' and that it was becoming form- 
idable. It already included the Whig party in solid mass, and was 
rapidly absorbing the Democrats. The professed object of the 
order was to prohibit foreigners from voting until qualified by a 
residence of 21 years. All through the Northern States the Know 
Nothings carried everything before them, and controlled both 
State and municipal elections. They received no check until they 
reached Virginia." The State political campaign of 1855 was be- 
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tween the Democrats and this new political organization. (See 
McRae's administration). 
Kodol, a postoffice of Kemper county. 

Kola, a postoffice of Covington county, on the Gulf & Ship Island 
R. R., 6 miles east of Williamsburg, the county seat. There is a 
large saw mill located here. 

Kosciusko, the county seat of Attala county, is an incorporated 
post-town situated on the Aberdeen division of the Illinois Central 
R. R., about 74 miles northeast of Jackson, the State capital. The 
Yockanookany river, whose source is about 40 miles northeast, 
flows within one mile of Kosciusko. The town was located in 1834, 
and was originally named Paris. In 1839, its name was changed to 
Kosciusko for Tadeusz Kosciusko, the Polish patriot. By reason 
of its remarkably healthful location, and its situation near the 
geographical center of the State, it was prominently considered as 
an eligible site for the location of the State University, and was 
one of the seven contestants for that honor in 1841, receiving 12, 
16 and 18 votes on the first three ballots. Among the prominent 
men of the State, who once made their home here, may be men- 
tioned; Judge Joseph A. P. Campbell, his younger brother, Judge 
Charles H. Campbell, Gen. Henry Gray, Judge Robert Hudson, 
Judge Sam Young, Judge R. Boyd, Judge Jason Niles, George W. 
Cable, Bishop Charles B. Galloway, Rev. T. A. S. Adams, and C. H. 
Alexander. Some of the prominent men now residing in Kosciusko 
are: Judge Henry C. Niles, Col. C. L. Anderson, Dr. J. H. Alex- 
ander, Judge James F. McCool, S. L. Dodd, C. C. Kelly, Eugene 
Kelly, W. B. Potts, F. Z. Jackson, W. M. Noah, Wiley Sanders. 
G M. Brooke, G. F. Boyd, and M. L. Dew. 

Kosciusko is a thriving town, possessed of an industrious and 
energetic population, chiefly engaged in mercantile pursuits. It is 
the local trade center for a large and very fine agricultural district, 
embracing a large part of Attala county, and much of the counties 
of Leake and Neshoba. Its annual shipment of cotton aggregates 
about 25,000 bales. It has a private system of water works, elec- 
tricity, three hotels, eight churches, three banks, two newspapers, 
a cotton factory with 12,500 spindles and a capital stock of $175,000, 
principally owned by local capitalists. The output of the mill is 
125,000 yards a week. Among the other manufacturing enterprises 
in the town are an oil mill, spoke factory, ice factory, brick factory 
and a fertilizer factory. The value of the annual output of the last 
named factory is about $200,000 ; the cost of material used is about 
$120,000 ; wages paid about $40,000. The C. C. Kelly Banking Co. was 
established in 1884, and has a capital of $100,000; the Merchants 
& Farmers Bank was established in 1890, capital $50,000 ; the Kos- 
ciusko Bank was established in 1895 with a capital of $50,000. The 
Star Ledger, and the Herald, are both influential Democratic 
weeklies. All the prominent religious denominations maintain 
churches here, and the city supports an excellent public school. 
A public school building, containing 14 rooms, was erected" in 
1897, and an annex was built in 1906. Prof. G. F. Boyd is the 




MISSISSIPPI 



1005 



efficient superintendent of schools, assisted by a corps of 13 teach- 
ers. The total average attendance of pupils is 450, and the total 
enrollment for 1906 was 471. Prof. Boyd has had charge of the 
Kosciusko schools for 12 years. An interesting feature of the 
high school is a weekly debating club, with a life of 10 years ; the 
high school library contains 1,821 volumes, and is the largest high 
school library in the State. 

The present city debt of Kosciusko is $15,000 ; assessed valuation 
of property $1,150,000; tax rate 10 mills; population in 1900, 2,078; 
present population, 2,500 (estimated) 1906. 

Kossuth, an incorporated post-town of Alcorn county, about nine 
miles southwest of Corinth, the nearest railroad, banking, express 
and telegraph town. It was named for Louis Kossuth, the Hun- 
garian patriot. It has an academy, two churches, a grist mill, a 
foundry and machine shop, a plough factory, and a steam saw mill. 
Population in 1900, 162. 

Kossuth, Louis, the famous Hungarian patriot, visited Jackson, 
Miss., in the first year of the administration of Governor Foote, 
1852, and was entertained with an elaborate dinner at the execu- 
tive mansion. 

Kuhns, a postoffice of Bolivar county, situated on Bogue Phaliah, 
8 miles west of Cleveland. 

Ku Klux Klan. The Ku Klux movement is elaborately treated 
in the recently published history of reconstruction in Alabama, 
by Walter L. Fleming, who says : "The Ku Klux movement was an 
understanding among Southern whites, brought about by the chao- 
tic condition of social and political institutions between 1865 and 
1876. It resulted in a partial destruction of Reconstruction and 
a return, as near as might be, to ante-bellum conditions. This 
understanding or state of mind took many forms and was called 
by many names. The purpose was everywhere and always the 
same : to recover for the white race control of society, and destroy 
the baneful influence of the alien among the blacks." j 

Before the Ku Klux there was a general sort of organization 
reviving in some degree the old patrol of slavery- days, which had 
pretty wide powers in the treatment of the blacks, and in east 
Alabama the Black Cavalry, a secret, oath-bound, night-riding 
order, was very active. This, and the Ku Klux, and other orders 
were used industriously, to drive out negroes who attempted to 
own land where whites were wanted, and to drive out poor whites 
where negroes were wanted by the dominant element. They were 
also used for political purposes. But the original object was that 
of the ordinary "regulators" or "white caps." 

The Ku Klux proper had its origin in the efforts of some young 
men at Pulaski, Tenn., in May, 1866 t to form a secret society. 
Among the names suggested was Kuklux, from the Greek work, 
kuklos (circle), and klan was added to carry out the alliteration. 
Rules and ritual were provided, in which the officers were called 
the grand Cyclops, the grand magi, the grand Turk, etc., and the 
lodge the den. Absolute secrecy was required, and solicitation of 
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members forbidden, in order to increase the mystery. Each mem- 
ber was to provide as a costume a fantastic robe, a white mask, 
and a sort of pasteboard extension under the mask to increase the 
apparent height. The whole thing was largely a reproduction of 
college mysteries. The meeting place selected was a partly ruined 
house on the outskirts of the town, and the boys proceeded to 
enjoyment of the initiation of those who sought knowledge of the 
mysteries. The newspapers gave it considerable attention, and 
about the time eligible material for initiation had been worked up 
in Pulaski, applications came in for the organization of other dens, 
and the klan began to spread over the country. Its growth \fras 
rapid during the fall and winter of 1866, and everywhere the baf- 
fling mystery of the "fantastic gentry" aroused the interest of the 
public. Soon the promoters of the enterprise were influenced by 
the popular idea that the klan had some important mission, that 
was being concealed. They also discovered that they could exert 
a powerful social influence. When a passerby encountered one of 
the disguised sentinels of the Pulaski lodge, at night, occasionally 
there would be the question, "Who are you?" to which the senti- 
nel would reply in sepulchral tones, "A spirit from the other 
world. I was killed at Chickamauga." Such encounters, and the 
weird noises of the meetings, spread awe and terror among the 
superstitious negroes and "even the most highly cultured were not 
able wholly to resist the weird and peculiar feeling which pervaded 
every community where the Ku Klux appeared." Hence, by the 
beginning of 1867, "the Klan was virtually, though not yet pro- 
fessedly, a band of regulators, honestly, but in an injudicious and 
dangerous way, trying to protect property and preserve peace 
and order." The two classes toward which their efforts were 
directed were those whites known as "scallawags," who had played 
false during the war, professed to be Union men afterward, and 
were contributing more to discord than peace, and the negroes, 
who were manifesting their appreciation of freedom by disorder, 
insolence, and thievery. The negroes already had an organization 
known as the Loyal League (q. v.), guilty of "disorderly and un- 
provoked deeds of deviltry," under the guidance of the white ele- 
ment referred to. In some quarters the Ku Klux began to use ob- 
jectionable methods. In May, 1867, just after the Reconstruction 
act had been passed, there was a general convention of the order at 
Nashville, called by the grand cyclops of the Pulaski den, which 
adopted a thorough plan of reorganization. The region covered 
was known as the Invisible Empire ; the States were realms, and 
congressional districts dominions, the counties provinces, and, to 
each of these, officers were assigned — The Grand Wizard of the 
Invisible Empire and his staff of ten Genii, with autocratic pow- 
ers ; the Grand Dragon of the Realm and his eight Hydras ; the 
Grand Titan of the Dominion and his six Furies, the grand Giant 
of the province and his four Goblins; and the Grand Cyclops of 
the Den, and his two Night Hawks. "The body politic shall be 
known and designated as Ghouls." The grand councils of Yahoos 
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and Centaurs were tribunals. The flag was a yellow triangle, with 
a red scalloped border, carrying a black dragon and the motto, 
"Quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus." Candidates for 
membership were fo be asked if they were members of the Radical 
Republican party, the Loyal League or the Grand Army of the 
Republic or the Federal Army; if they were "opposed to negro 
equality, both social and political ;" if they were in favor of a white 
man's government, constitutional liberty and a government of 
equitable laws instead of a government of violence and oppression ; 
of maintaining the constitutional rights of the South; of, the resti- 
tution of the white men of the South to all their rights, and the 
inalienable right of self-preservation of the people against the ex- 
ercise of arbitrary and unlicensed power. 

Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest became the Grand Wizard. Gen. 
John B. Gordon, of Atlanta, was another very important member, 
and Gen. Albert Pike was the chief judicial officer. General For- 
rest, testifying before a congressional committee, estimated that 
the order had in the entire South 550,000 members, but afterward 
declared he meant the statement to embrace all similar organiza- 
tions. "The Ku Klux Klan extended from Virginia to Mississippi 
through the white country section — the piedmont and mountain 
region. It seldom extended into the black belt, though it was 
founded on its borders. There, a similar order — the Knights of 
the White Camelia — held sway." The latter order was more par- 
ticularly devoted to defense of white women from insult and pun- 
ishment of such offenses, though this was an important part of all 
the secret organizations. The worst conditions existed between 
the two races where the white population was greatest, compara- 
tively, the lower class of whites being partly at fault. "The im- 
portant work of the Klan was accomplished in regaining for the 
whites control over the social order and in putting them in a fair 
way to regain political control. In some States this occurred 
sooner than in others. When the order accomplished its work it 
passed away. It was formally disbanded before the evil results 
of carpet bag governments could be seen. When it went out of 
existence in 1869, there had been few outrages, but its name and 
prestige lived after it and served to hide the evil deeds of all sorts 
and conditions of outlaws. But these could be crushed by the 
government, State or Federal. In a wider and truer sense the 
phrase 'Ku Klux Movement' means the attitude of Southern 
whites toward the various measures of Reconstruction lasting 
from 1865 until 1876, and, in some respects, almost to the present 
day." 

"The very class which the Klan proposed to hold in check and 
awe into good behavior soon became wholly unmanagable. Those 
who had formerly committed depredations to be laid to the charage 
of the negroes, after a brief interval of good behavior, assumed 
the guise of the Ku Klux and returned to their old ways,. but 
with less boldness and more caution. In some cases the negroes 
played Ku Klux. Outrages were committed by masked men in 
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regions far remote from any Ku Klux region." The Klan was 
formally disbanded by order of Gen. Forrest, as Grand Wizard, 
in March, 1869. Some of the dens had already disbanded, others 
continued independently until 1876. ("Ku Klux Klan," by Lester 
& Wilson, Nashville, with introduction by Walter L.~ Fleming, 



In Mississippi the beginning of the Ku Klux is associated by 
tradition with Gen. Forrest's railroad-building operations in the 
eastern part of the State. In 1868 the negroes were terrorized 
and prevented from voting for the new constitution by the Kii 
Klux methods. Warnings were given out, of which the following, 
nailed on the door of a Freedman's bureau agent in Rankin county, 
is a mild sample. It was headed "K. K. K," dated "Dismal Swamp, 
11th month," and read : "Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin. The bloody 
dagger is drawn ; the trying hour is at hand, beware ! Your steps 
are marked ; the eye of the dark chief is upon you. First he warns ; 
then the avenging dagger flashes in the moonlight. By order of 
the Grand Cyclops, Lixto." (Garner, Reconstruction, p. 340.) 

Gen. Alcorn, as a candidate for governor, promised in a pub- 
lished letter, that 'Society should no longer be governed by the 
pistol and bowie knife," and in accordance with his recommenda- 
tions the legislature of 1870 passed an act to make unlawful the 
wearing of masks and disguises, and prescribing heavy penalties 
for entering houses and committing assaults in disguise. 

There was also a prevailing lawlessness regarding property, 
especially among the negroes, that made it almost impossible for 
farmers to get any profit from raising hogs or poultry. Under the 
head of Kukluxing there were many cases- of summary punish- 
ment of negroes accused of such depredation. But the cases which 
attracted most attention were those in which the subjects of Kuk- 
luxing were men, and sometimes women, who were school-teachers 
generally those who who taught negro schools. . 

Superintendent Pease reported the following: Choctaw cotinty 
— two churches and two sch6ol houses burned. School Director 
Lewis' life threatened, causing his resignation. Chickasaw county 
— two teachers of negro schools "terribly whipped;" three school 
houses built by colored people burned. Lowndes county — several 
teachers, white and Southern, visited by Kuklux; one Northern 
teacher compelled to leave, three colored schools compelled to 
close; Southern Congregational preacher ordered to cease preach- 
ing and teaching negroes until "election was over." The cause of 
these demonstrations is found in the tendency of the white 
teachers from the North to associate with negroes on terms of 
social equality, which struck a blow at the domestic and family 
institutions of the people. 

In his message of January, 1871, Governor Alcorn said, "By 
public proclamation, I have offered rewards, varying from $500 
to $5,000 for such information as shall lead to the conviction of 
parties concerned in the midnight bands that have prowled recently 
through a certain district to the intimidation and outrage of good 
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citizens of the State." He asked authority to offer rewards as 
high as $25,000, and suggested throwing the expense upon those 
counties in which the Ku Klux Klan appeared. He had also 
taken measures to organize the militia in the counties afflicted. 
In May he reiterated his requests. *Yet he was quoted in April, 
by the New York Democrat, as saying: "I have no doubt that 
there is such a thing as Kukluxism in the Southern States, but 
there is none in Mississippi unless the bands of desperadoes along 
the Alabama line can be called Kuklux." (See Meridian Riot.) 

The year 1871 was the culmination of the movement. President 
Grant called for' the action of congress, in March, and April 20 
the Enforcement act was passed, which extended the jurisdiction 
of the United States courts to cases of Kukluxing. In November 
of the same year a sub-committee of congress visited Macon and 
Columbus, taking testimony regarding the subject, which was 
printed in two volumes of 1,200 pages. The committee took evi- 
dence regarding about fifty cases of killing and a large number of 
whippings and warnings, and various forms of intimidation, by 
masked bands. Wells, the United States attorney for the north- 
ern district, began prosecutions under the Enforcement act in 
May, and said in November that he had between two and three 
hundred persons under indictment. On Tuesday, June 2&, 1871, 
the first important trial in the United States under the KuKlux 
act began at Oxford before Hon. R. A. Hill, United States district 
judge. The case was entitled Ex parte Walton et al., and was a 
proceeding by writ of habeas corpus upon application of 28 per- 
sons charged with the killing of a negro in Monroe county on the 
night of March 29. Forty odd witnesses' were examined, their 
testimony covering 61 pages of the printed record. Able counsel 
were employed on .both sides, and rarely has a criminal trial in 
Mississippi been conducted with more ability. The trial lasted 
eight days and was attended with great interest and excitement. 
A company of United States infantry and one of cavalry were on 
hand to maintain order." (Garner's Reconstruction.) The argu- 
ment went into the constitutionality of the Ku Klux act which 
the court sustained. The accused were bound over to the next 
term of court, six under bonds of $5,000 each, and sixteen on their 
own recognizance in a small sum. On their arrival at Aberdeen 
they were greeted with popular applause and the firing of cannon. 
At the next term they pleaded guilty, but the sentence was not 
executed. The first trial in the southern district was at Jackson, in 
February, 1872, of L. D. Belk, a participant in the Meridian affair. 
District Attorney Wells, in April, 1872, reported 400 persons in- 
dicted, of whom 172 had been arrested and bound over, 28 had 
pleaded guilty and 14 had turned State's evidence. In 1872 there 
were 202 convictions; in the following year there were 184 convic- 
tions, and 171 cases were pending July 1, 1874. District Attornev 
Jacobson. of the Southern district, reported in Februarv, 1872, 152 
cases under indictment, mainly for invasion of the right of free 
speech; 12 persons had confessed, but there had been no convic- 
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ttons. Arrests were made by United States marshals, often 
accompanied by bodies of United States troops. There was much 
complaint of oppression under the guise of these prosecutions. 
L. Q. C. Lamar wrote to a friend in Georgia, "We are grievously 
persecuted under the Ku-Klux law." 

The Klan seems to have been more active in Union, Tippah, 
Leake, Lee, Pontotoc, Prentiss, Alcorn, Tishomingo, Itawamba, 
Monroe, Lowndes, Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Choctaw, Winston and 
Kemper. Other testimony indicated that the disturbances in 
Lowndes and Noxubee were largely attributable to the invasions 
of Alabamians. Gen. Forrest, himself, before the congressional 
committee, gave very little information. Hampton L. Jarnagin, 
of Noxubee county, thought all the disguised men were from 
Alabama, that they had no hostility to the negroes, and he 
could think of no explanation "unless it is just a kind of rest- 
less, unhappy disposition." (See Order of *^6.) Col. Charles 
Baskerville, of the same county, had never suspected anybody 
of being a Ku Klux, and thought some of the stories orig- 
inated in mere pranks to have some fun with the negroes. 
His plantations were rented to negroes, he had left his wife at 
the country home with no protection but the negroes. "I be- 
lieve that a great many wrongs are perpetrated under the name 
of Ku Klux by various parties who are merely carrying out 
their malicious purposes." Kemper county was noted over the 
United States by the bloody incidents of a feud centering about 
W. W. Chisolm, a Confederate soldier and conscript officer who 
had joined the Republican party and was county sheriff. It had 
its historical monuments in two books: "The Chisolm Massa- 
cre," by J. M. Wells, an ex-Union soldier, describing the killing 
of Chisolm and his daughter and son in 1877, and "Kemper County 
Vindicated," by James D. Lynch. In the light of recent research 
the origin of the Klan was due to negro suffrage, and was a pro- 
test against the effort to fix black supremacy over white people. 

Kyle, John Curtis, of Sardis, Miss., was born July 17, 1851. He 
was educated at Bethel college and Cumberland university, gradu- 
ating in law in 1874. He began his practice at Sardis and was 
elected mayor in the town of 1879. He was elected to the State 
senate in 1881, and was appointed a member of the railroad com- 
mission in 1886. He was chairman of the State Democratic ex- 
ecutive committee, and in 1890 was elected to the 52d congress, 
serving till 1897. 




